Pompeil of the North:

Excavations at Bloomberg London and
the return of the Temple of Mithras
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1Lead or tin plaque depictinga bull,
which could be a representation of
Taurus 2 Bone handle from a sword,
evidence of the Roman army in London’

Experts marvel at treasures found
in excavations for new office block

Louise Jury gists were brought in as part of the
Chief Arts Correspondent planning process for the new European
headquarters of Bloomberg, the news

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL dig in the City
‘hasbeen hailed as “the Pompeii of the
north” for the that have

organisation, because the site on
Queen Victoria Street was already

revealed new details about life in Lon-
don during Roman times.

More than 10,000 artefacts and an
entire streetscape have been found at
the site in Bank, where waterlogging
by thelong-lost Walbrook river created

conditions for their preserva-
tion for nearly 2,000 years.

The finds include 100 wax
tablets, which are written
records and which
experts hope will
reveal the names of
Roman Londoners 4
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The discoveries
have been all the
more surprising

the site has

in London of the 20th century.

‘The Roman temple of Mithras —dat-
ing from the 3rd century AD — was
discovered in 1954 and experts from
the Museum of London Archaeology
believed that the surviving parts of the
temple had already been fully exca-
vated and dismantled, and thatno

survived the extensive
B building work of the
Fifties and Sixties.
However, they were
astonished to dis-
cover even more of
the temple, includ-
ing walls to the
vestry and other
finds which will help
to putitinto context.

already been heavily “All the 50 archaeolo-
investigated. Archaeolo- gists who are working on
site at the moment know

they are unlikely to see one like

~_ it again,” said project man-
» ager Sophie Jackson. “Why
the site is so incredibly

3 Unique upholstered leather object
with stitched decoration showinga
warrior fighting mythical creatures,
froma piece of furniture or a chariot

4 Leather carbatina, ashoe
made from a single piece of
leather with decoration

5 Copper-alloy plate brooch

with blue enamelling

6 Bone fistand phallus amulet. The hand
making an obscene gesture and the
phallus were seen as good luck 7 Amber
amulet in the shape of a gladiator’s helmet

City’s Roman remains ‘rival Pompeii

aview of th
at Bloomberg Place. Findings include
a complete ceramic beaker, below,
with applied “ringand dot” decoration

important is the quality of the preser-
vation of the archaeological finds that
are normally lost or decayed on other
sites.”

Findsinclude the second Roman door
wbedlsmvered_inmempitzl,aoom—
T

plete amber gladiator , thelarg-
estever collection of good luck charms
inthe sh: dfists, and
agiant decorated piece of leather that
is believed to be part of an item of soft
furnishing, and whichis without:
lelin the known Roman world.
Experts will now analyse the relics
which
tion of nearly 3,500 tons of soil. Itis the
largest collection of small finds recov-
ered in asingle excavation in London.
The remains of the temple that were
& found in 1954 were for
¢ many years shown in a
poor display near the
site. They will now be
put back near to
where they lay.
By the time the
Bloomberg building
is completed in 2016,
a public exhibition of
the latest key finds will
be able to explain more of
the Roman way of life that
existed around the site.

EVER THOUGHT OF
LETTING YOUR PLAGE
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Fig 5 Looking south down Walbrook on the morning of
11 May 1941. St Stephen’s, Walbrook, is on the left
(Cross and Tibbs Collection: reproduced with the permis-
ston of the Chief Commussioner of the Metropolitan Police )






THE TIMES

e A L I )

2

P e D RUR NG

BUILDING ON
ROMAN RUIN

WORK DUE TO START
TO-DAY

BY OUR ARCHAEOLOGICAL CORRESPONDENT

Roman London of the second century
A.D. has come to light in the past few days
in an unusual find. The temple which
was thought to be on the west side of the
buried Walbrook stream has now been
fully excavated by the Roman and
Medieval London Excavation Council—
within the limits of the available site. The
digging cannot be carried farther because
existing buildings occupv the ground.

The main features of the temple, however,
can now be seen. They show an area of
approxnnately 60ft. by 20ft. divided into a
central chamber equivalent to a nave, two
aisles divided by the bases of classical columns,

|foundations of a new’ (and, no doubt,

Cannon Street station. Some sixty feet in

A Temple for Destructidn?

Archaeological work ended on Saturday
on the remarkable remains of a Roman
temple of MITHRAS excavated by the
Roman and Medieval London Excavation
Council on a site between Cannon Street
and Queen Victoria Street, adjoining
Walbrook, and within a few yards of

length of this building have been un-
covered showing the layout of a triple
apse at the west end, and a double line of
pillars dividing, as it were, a nave from
two aisles. Even on the last day a
remarkable carved head of MITHRAS was
unearthed, 'The excavation is still far
from complete, and it seems that it never
will be completed. Within a matter of
hours from the writing of these words the
whole structure, with anything else that
may be hidden under adjoining parts of
the site, is apparently due to be bulldozed
out of existence to make way for the

much-needed) building.

There is something grievously wrong
with our planning if an important
antiquity of this sort can be destroyed
almost before it has been seen. What
other civilized nations may think of the
matter is a point upon which one can

‘matter is a point upon which one can

only speculate apprehensively. It is no
wonder that many of those who visited
the site yesterday (some of whom
came to The Times office to lodge their
protests) were asking why no arrange-
ments could be made either to arch over

‘the remains in a sort of crypt, or to remove

theim stone by stone for re-erection
elsewhere.

Visitors inspecting the remains of the Roman temple yeéterday.-

much-needed) building.

There is something grievously Wrong
with our planning if an important
antiquity of this sort can be destroyed
almost before it has been seen. What
other civilized nations may think of the

only speculate apprehensively. It is no
wonder that manv of those who visited

Monday 20th September 1954
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Monday 12th October 1954
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The compromise 1962



