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• Archaeology in London 

• The Bloomberg project 

• Roman London 

• The Temple of Mithras 
revisited 
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Monday 20th September 1954 





Saturday 2nd October 1954 

‘the Ministry has 
made grants to 
RMLEC totalling 
£12,300 since 1948 
and very little has 
been given by anyone 
else’.. (Corp of 
London contributed 
£262.50!) 



Monday 12th October 1954 



‘…my suggestions were 
completely ignored….The 
result is virtually 
meaningless as a 
reconstruction of a 
mithraeum.’ Professor W F 
Grimes 1968 



The compromise 1962 



What was left after 1954? 





The LUL Box 
• Deepest archaeological deposits in 

London (7m) 

• 3,500 tonnes of soil excavated by 
hand 

• 80,000 hours 

• 14,000 artefacts 

• 55,000 sherds of Roman pottery 
alone 

 



Roman Londinium 200 AD 



• The Walbrook 

• The Temple of Mithras 

• Roman Watling Street 

 

 

 

 

Roman infrastructure  









Military activity 



Cavalry gear 

1st C AD 

harness 

pendants 



 

The heart of the City 
 

1st century AD 
 



Timber drainage 



Timber walkways 



Timber buildings… 



Pouring spout  

from 1st C AD wine  

mixing  

bowl 

1st C AD 

Ceramic  

oil lamp 

from Lyon 

Bone handled 

knife Decorated shale tray  

1st – 2nd C AD  

from Dorset 

Box Stud early 2nd C AD 

Household 

furnishings 



The bakery 







Water-mill on 

the Walbrook? 

 
2nd Century AD 







Late Roman well and closure deposit 



Hoard of pewter vessels 

Late Roman belt set 

Lead tank and pipe fragments 

4th C AD coins 



Writing tablets, 

styli and wax 

spatulas 

Ink on wood – pen tablet 

Wax on wood – stylus tablet 
 

Wax on wood - label 



The Walbrook Lady 



Pierced Late Iron Age coin 

Heirloom or magical objects  

Neolithic axe head 



2011 Dismantling the  

(Grade II Listed) reconstruction 



Recording the threshold stone(s) 



118 pallets recovered, containing 4767 stones, 679 tiles and 36 bags of small core 





Did you visit the Temple of 

Mithras excavation in 1954? 

We want to hear your memories 
 

Please contact us! 
 

020 7410 2266 

oralhistory@mola.org.uk 

www.mola.org.uk 
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