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X-ray photons come from  
 

black-body emission 

− material at millions of degrees 
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X-ray photons come from  
 

thermal bremsstrahlung 

− electron accelerated by an electric field 
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X-ray photons come from  
 

Compton scattering 

− collisions between photons and particles 
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X-ray photons come from  
 

synchrotron radiation 

− charged particles spiralling along magnetic field 

lines 
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