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The three principles: 

 

• Education 

• Hard work 

• Christian values (and in particular, Baptist 
beliefs). 
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Hard work  

“Let a person accustomed to sleep ’til 8 in the 
morning rise the first week in April at a Quarter 
before 8, the second week at half past 7,the third at 
a Quarter after 7 and the fourth at 7.Let him 
continue this method until the end of July, 
subtracting a quarter of an hour each week from 
sleep and he will accomplish the work which at first 
sight appears difficult.” 
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    Christian values 

     – a devoted adherent of  

    Dr John Gill, who opened a Baptist church at 

    Carter Lane, Southwark, in October 1757 

 

 

.  
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Fourth principle:   Marry well ! 

 

   

 

 

 

 

   (In 1754 Richard married Eleanor Seward) 
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http://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O134555/oil-painting-view-of-old-london-bridge/
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• 1759 New "Great Arch" formed in bridge by 
complete removal of a central pier. Bridge 
widened to 46ft. 
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• 1759 New "Great Arch" formed in bridge by 
complete removal of a central pier. Bridge 
widened to 46ft. 

• 1761 Great Stone Gate demolished. 

• 1762 Last house tenancy on bridge expires 
and all houses fully cleared. 

• 1763 New footway at City end opened 
through tower of St Magnus-the-Martyr 

• 1766 Agreement to grant lease to Richard Hall 
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Move north of the Thames to new shop  

at Number One London Bridge (1767) 
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Move north of the Thames to new shop  

at Number One London Bridge (1767) 
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London Bridge 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dc/Panoramic_view_of_London_in_1751_by_T._Bowles.JPG
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London Bridge 
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• Construction costs 
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• Fitting-out costs 
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Night soil man 
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Insurances 
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1779 October 31st. “Our house at London Bridge 
was preserv’d when in great danger from fire.” 

“…experienced the Lord a very present help in a 
time of great need, by His preserving us, and our 
habitation from devouring flames, a fire having 
broken out about 8 o’Clock at the hop warehouse 
behind our house, which consumed both it and the 
waterworks. Oh may I never forget His kind 
appearance when in imminent danger” 
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• Local Taxes which  

   Richard had to pay at  

   One London Bridge 
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• Complaint about worn coinage and forgeries 
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• Later, when banknotes  

were introduced, he noted  

down details of common  

forgeries – in this case one 

“known by the coarseness 

of the  paper” with a “Water  

Mark clumsily executed”. 
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Shop-lifting – not a modern  
phenomenon!       
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    He wrote about the weather – all the time! 
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He recorded the times he washed (i.e. laundry) 
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than once every 2 months  

he “Resum’d his bath” 
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And if he bathed any less  

than once every 2 months  

he “Resum’d his bath” 

& even noted when he  

washed his feet! 
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Taken ill (head poorly, 

bowels indifferent) 
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A remedy for stomach upsets: 
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• Astley’s Circus 
 

The circus ring (1768). 

 
 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e9/Astley's_Ampitheatre_Microcosm_edited.jpg


The Journal of a Georgian Gentleman 
Richard Hall 1729 - 1801 

• Astley’s Circus 
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The British Museum (opened 1759). A visit on 
8th October 1760. 
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Levers Museum (otherwise known as The 
Leverian or Holophusicon) 
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• Gambling & the Lottery 
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1st January 1780: William (aged 25) is made a 
partner 
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Funeral expenses of Eleanor  

Hall, at Bunhill Fields,  

18th January  1780. 
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Richard married his  

Brother-in-law’s sister,  

to his children´s dismay, 

and outright opposition.  
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Oysters for everyone 

 at Christmas  
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He showed the turnpike & travel costs on 
journeys 
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and listed what he packed for those journeys 
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He had a sedan chair made – and repaired 
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Wine making 
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Wine making 
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1794 partnership between 

Richard and eldest son  

William ended and  

younger son Frances took  

over his brother’s share 

of the business. 
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Household expenses 
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• 1800 – the dreaded  

    Income Tax is 

    introduced in stages. 
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Of what I am possess’d… 
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William became a silk-man – and eventually 
became Master of the Haberdashers Guild in 
1820.  

Richard died in 1801 leaving his half of the 
partnership to Francis. 

Francis remained for another 25 years, and died 
the day after the lease expired (the shop 
reverted to London Corporation on Christmas 
Day 1826). 
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Close up of area at One London Bridge: 
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