Collect, Protect, Connect:

Voices of Vanishing Worlds

Mark Turin
Wednesday, |5 June, 201 |

Barnard’s Inn Hall, Gresham College, London
Symposium: Rare and Endangered Languages

Thursday, 16 June 2011



collect

protect

connect




if you lose your money, you've lost
something; if you lose your house
and property, you have lost
something very important; if you
lose your country, you will have
suffered a great loss... but if you lose
your culture and language, then you
have lost everything’

Karen saying




About 97% of the world’s people speak about 4%
of the world’s languages; and conversely, about
96% of the world’s languages are spoken by
about 3% of the world’s people.

Most of the world’s linguistic diversity, then, is
under the stewardship of a very small number of
people; at least 50% of the world’s nearly six
thousand languages are losing speakers.

About 90% of the world’s 6,500 languages
may be replaced by dominant languages
by the end of the 21st century.
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What are linguists doing?

@ Endangered nliesr{édsages Project

the
& endangered
language
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...and the anthropologists!?
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LANGUAGE FAMILIES

INDO-EUROPEAN

SINO-TIBETAN

1 ATHPARIYA
3 BAGHELI (2)
4 BAHING (3)
5 BANTAWA
7 BELHARIYA
8 BENGALI (3)
10 BODO
14 CAMLING
18 CHHINTANGE
19 CHHULUNG
21 CHUKWA,
26 DHIMAL (2)
28 DUM|
29 DUNGMALI
33 EASTERN MAGAR (8)
34 EASTERN MEQOHANG
36 EASTERN TAMANG (15)
41 JERUNG
42 JIREL
44 KAGATE
47 KAYORT (2)
48 KHALING
49 KOCHILA THARU (6)
50 KQI
51 KULUNG (2)
56 LAMBICHHONG
57 LEPCHA
58 LHOMI
59 LIMBU
60 LINGKHIM
62 LUMBA-YAKKHA
63 MAITHILI (5)
64 MAJHI

AUSTRO-ASIATIC

DRAVIDIAN

66 MARWARI
68 MUNDARI
B9 MUSASA (3)
70 NAABA
71 NACHERING
73 NEPALI (4)
74 NEPALI KURUX
77 NORTHERN LORUNG
81 PHANGDUWALI
B2 PONGYONG
83 PUMA
84 RAJBANSHI (2)
89 SAAM
90 SAMPANG
91 SANTALI (2)
93 SHERPA (2)
97 SOUTHERN LORUNG
29 SUNWAR
101 THANGMI
102 THUDAM
103 THULUNG
104 TIBETAN (4)
106 TILUNG
107 TOMYANG
108 TSEKU
110 WALUNGGE (2)
111 WAMBULE
112 WAYU
114 WESTERN MAGAR (2)
115 WESTERN MEOHANG
118 YAKHA
118 YAMPHE
120 YAMPHU (2)
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40,000 farmers, porters and carpenters,
shamans are religious & medical professionals

abject poverty, high levels of debt,
low education, minimal access to healthcare

Thami is an endangered Tibeto-Burman
language which has no script of its own

Thursday, 16 June 2011



extremely complex grammar, but a
vocabulary of only around 3,000 words

elevation and relative distance all marked,
flora and fauna lexicon very elaborate

a ritual language used by shamans is
even more endangered than the vernacular
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Mark Tierin is a linguistic
anthropologist who has been working
on the Thami language for six years.
He received his BA in Social
Anthropology from the University of
Cambridge, while his doctoral
research was conducted in descriptive
linguistics through the Himalayan
Languages Project at Lelden
University. He is currently Director of
the Digital Himalaya Project based at
Cambridge and Cornell Universities,
and he divides his time between the
United Kingdom, the United States
and Nepal.

“Bir Babadur “Lile’ Thami is from
Dolakha district and has been
studying and documenting his
mother tonguc for over five years. He
has written articles in Nepali on
Thami culture, with a particular focus
on death riruals.

' Nepali “ Thari - English "

o Dictionary s s

by Mark Turin K

with Bi’r Bahadur ;lfhal:pi it .



English

to cut small things

to chop (such as wood),
cut big things, prune
timber, firewood, wood
traditional plate made
from wood or clay

a kind of small wooden
bowl or pot

small wooden bowl with
handle

to spin thread
ear

to damage an ear, go deaf

a particular kind of very

thin centipede which is
known to reproduce in the
ear and cause discomfort

carwax

younger sister’s husband’s
younger brother

elder sister’s husband’s
younger brother
husband’s father’s younger
brother

husband’s father’s younger
brother’s wife

husband’s mother’s
younger sister’s husband

pol-]
»
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THAMI-NEPALI-ENGLISH GLOSSARY |

Nepali « Thami + English

Dictionary

by Mark Trin
with Bir Bahadur Thami
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World Oral Literature Project

An urgent global initiative to document and
make accessible endangered oral literatures
before they disappear without record

launched in January 2009




Why oral literature?

..ritual texts, curative chants, epic
poems, musical genres, folk tales,
creation tales, songs, myths, spells,
legends, proverbs, riddles, tongue-
twisters, word games, recitations, life
histories or and form of verbal art
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Why now
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Our programme

supplemental grants
digital archiving of heritage collections

workshops, lectures & publications

database & scoping exercise




Supplemental Grants

ease of access: no application form, no deadlines
focus on documentation not theory

indigenous researchers and community cultural
organisations encouraged to apply

90 expressions of interest, 30 proposals submitted
|8 projects already funded, 4 others under review
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Community Archives: the national directory of community archives in the UK

-

(S) http:/ /www.communityarchives.org.uk/

C] (Q' Go

nity Archives: the national...

.\ii

< @==.CommunityArchives

sy and Heritage Group

Browse the site

About us
Archives
Resources
Features
What's on

Messages

Q Log in

User name:

Password:

Forgot password?

Welcome

This website has been set up to support and promote
community archives in the UK. It is run by the

Community Archives and Hentage Group.

If you run an archive, please add it to the directory. If
you're interested in community archives, please
receive our newsletter and join us as a member.

See what's new

"Your Heritage' grant workshop

Glasgow Women's Library
Glasgow

Heritage Lottery Fund consultation
Your chance to have your say

A A
|
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Become a free
member

Receive our newsletter

Add your archive to
this website

Are yﬁ on
map

Find community

archives near you

Help with
cataloguing
Download our
new quidelines
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~2 Rivers
: OBJECTS & PHOTOGRAPHS

ANTHROPOLOGY AND WORLD ARCHAEOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

MAIN MENU EXIT DATABASE

MAIN MENU

This searchable database is a publicly accessible version of

the Pitt Rivers Museum’s working collections catalogue. As

such, records are constantly being added and improvements

made as time and resources allow. This online version allows

users to conduct their own research queries, both simple and

more complex, within the documentation of one of the world’s Search the Objects Database
foremost collections of ethnography.

To search the database, access the Search Menu for either the
Objects Database or the Photos Database by clicking on the
appropriate button on the right.
Search the Photos Database
Please note that many of the records in the databases include
notes copied directly from the museum's historical records,
and may contain terminology that some people find
inappropriate, for which we apologise.

For details of events and exhibitions at the Pitt Rivers
Museum, please view the museum's main website
(http://www.prm.ox.ac.uk). The website also contains further
research tools, and details of the numerous research projects
undertaken by the staff at the museum.

C ) The N: Her RENAISSANCE SOUTH EAST
Arts & Humanities i ' mage
[‘ Research Council & The N,a"ona.l.,l,'?t,tery @ Lotery Fund museums for changing lives

" e S

PITT RIVERS MUSEUM, SOUTH PARKS ROAD, OXFORD, OX1 3PP. © COPYRIGHT 2009, UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD
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The following map shows the locations of World Oral Literature Project collections and collaborations:

Projects funded by the World Oral Literature Project Non-funded partnerships

Map Satellite Hybrid Terrain

» Map Overview » Legend
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OpenBook i
Publishers

At Open Book Publishers we are changing the nature of the traditional academic
book. As well as printed editions, we offer online digital editions free of charge
so that students, researchers and members of the public who cannot afford a
printed edition can still have access to quality research. We are proud to say that
our online titles are currently being accessed by hundreds of readers each month
in over 120 countries. Our digital publishing model allows us to extend our books
well beyond the printed page. On our website, we host online supplementary
material, including extra chapters, reviews, links and image galleries.

We offer readers

« Free online access to complete digital editions of all publications
« High quality paperback and hardback editions at affordable prices

« Access to interactive online material

We offer authors and institutions

Full copyright, and complete control over the reproduction of their own work
Reduced time between submission and publication

Rigorous and constructive peer review and editorial processes

The flexibility to include supplementary material online, and to amend
the book after it has been published

The same RAE rating and rules of plagiarism as a non-Open Access book

We offer librarians

« Affordable hardback editions printed on acid-free paper
« The option to order through all the major wholesale sellers, including
Coutts, Dawsons and Barnes & Noble



: .oralli . EXE ¢ Q- Google

UNIVERSITY OF WOl‘ld Oral therature Pro;ect Search Q)
CAMBRIDGE voices of vanishin

Aboutus | Contactus

Home
Events

Poet and printmaker Nancy Campbell will give a
lecture on 16 June entitlied How to say I Jove you'in
Greenlandic: An Arctic Alphabet.

An urgent global initiative to document and make accessible endangered oral literatures -
before they disappear without record

For many communities around the world, the transmission of oral literature from one
generation to the next lies at the heart of cultural practice. Performances of creative works
of verbal art - which include ritual texts, curative chants, epic poems, musical genres, folk
tales, creation tales, songs, myths, legends, word games, life histories or historical
narratives - are increasingly endangered. Globalisation and rapid socio-economic change
exert complex pressures on smaller communities, often eroding expressive diversity and
transforming culture through assimilation to more dominant ways of life. As vehicles for
the transmission of unique cultural knowledge, local languages encode oral traditions that

On 23 March, performer and writer Dr Vayu Naidu
demonstrated her unique storytelling techniques based
on the Indic oral tradition.

This year's project workshop, entitled 'Archiving
Orality and Connecting with Communities' and hosted
at CRASSH was held on 10 and 11 December 2010.

Please click on the map icon above

become threatened when elders die and livelihoods are disrupted. > more to view our collections.
) News
Supplemental Grants Collections
June 2011: Project team interviewed on BBC Three
-+ Application information + Map Counties Radio.
» Funded projects + Collections March 2011: Project featured on RTE Radio 1's
Mooney Show, and covered in the Calcutta Telegraph
+ Guidelines & Forms + Partnerships and Liaison Magazine.
About February 2011: Project covered in the Guardian
Research & Outreach Education.
+ The project
+ Publications
= Oral literature Please support us by searching through these links on
+ Workshops 2 ) o
our site as we receive a modest commission from
-+ Ourteam A -
+ Lectures MAZON-
= Ourfunding
+ Database
+ Oursupporters In the USA In the UK In Germany
Further Information Search Amazon: Search Amazon: Suchen:
— - 1| — s
Support Us Online * News
Search and Search and und suchen
+ Links amazoncom. amazoncouk amazonde

n & + Contact us

Affiliated to the University of Cambridge Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, wsr XHTML Terms and Conditions = Privacy
Downing Street, Cambridge CB2 3DZ - last updated on 07 June 2011 L0
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