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The Smalls Lighthouse 
is one of those Lights 
leased in 1778 by the 
Trinity House, most 
inconsiderately, for 99 
years, at a nominal rent 

Select Committee report, 1834 
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[The] Committee … are … of opinion that all the Public 
General Lighthouses … should be placed under one 
Board, resident in London and conducted under one 
system of management. 
 
Captain Drummond recommends a Board consisting of 
Four Persons; one to be a Seaman, and the 
Hydrographer of the Admiralty; another to be a 
scientific Chemist; a third a Member of the Royal 
Society [of London] and an Optician; and the fourth, 
the President or Vice-President of the Board of Trade. 

Select Committee report, 1834 
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“Scientific adviser to this Corporation in 
experiments on Light.” at a Salary of 
£200 p. annum. 

Jacob Herbert to Faraday, 5 February 1836, letter 885 
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The weather to day forms a comparison of Feby 
1841 but pleasing to say no damp[.] Sir your Plan 
has driven the enemy out[.] I entertain no not the 
slightest fears of him ever coming again to cause 
such labour as you wittnesed on the 4th of Feby 
1841[.] 

George Neale to Faraday, 19 February 1843, letter 1473 
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Much, therefore, as I desire to see the Electric 
light made available in lighthouses, I cannot 
recommend its adoption under present 
circumstances. There is no human arrangement 
that requires more regularity and certainty of 
service than a lighthouse. It is trusted by the 
Mariner as if it were a law of nature; and as the 
Sun sets so he expects that, with the same 
certainty, the lights will appear.  

Faraday report to Trinity House, 15 August 1854, letter 2878 
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I went to Dover last Monday (the 13th instant); was 
caught in a snow storm between Ashford and Dover 
and nearly blocked up in the train; could not go to the 
lighthouse that night; and finding, next day, that the 
roads on the downs were snowed up, returned to 
London. On Friday I again went to Dover and 
proceeded by a fly that night, hoping to find the roads 
clear of snow; they were still blocked up towards the 
lighthouse, but by climbing over hedges, walls, and 
fields, I succeeded in getting there and making the 
necessary inquiries and observations. 

Faraday report to Trinity House, 20 February 1860, letter 3728 
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Some delay has occurred in my reply to your 
letter but I have been seriously ill during the 
past cold season. Dr Bence Jones my (Medical 
friend) ascribes some of my loss of power to the 
severe attack of sea sickness which I had 
between Dover and Dungeness and forbids me 
from going to sea again[.]  

Faraday to Peter Berthon, 15 February 1864, letter 4431 
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The use of light to guide the mariner as he 
approaches land, or passes through intricate 
channels, has, with the advance of society and its 
ever increasing interests, caused such a necessity 
for means more and more perfect, as to tax to the 
utmost the powers of both the philosopher and the 
practical man, in the development of the principles 
concerned, and their efficient application. 

Faraday lecture to Royal Institution, 9 March 1860 



Gresham College 
8 June 2015 


