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16" October 1846
World Anaesthesia Day

RCOA @RCoANews

| love #anaesthesia because

@1’:“ ,3;.; ~ #RCoAWorldAnaesthesiaDay



W T G Morton

16t October 1846
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30" September 1846
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30" September 1846

W T G Morton
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20" January 1845

* Horace Wells
* Nitrous oxide
* Dental extraction

* Did not go well
*"Humbug moment”




20" January 1845

* Discredited by incident
* Became a travelling canary salesman
* And addicted to chloroform

* Committed suicide after being
incarcerated for throwing sulphuric
acid at two prostitutes




10t" December 1844

* Gardner Quincy Colton
* Showman and former medical student
* Nitrous oxide performances

e Horace Wells in the audience
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* Crawford W Long
* Leg amputation
* Ether anaesthes
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Ether was far from being a new druqg...



Raymond Lully (21232 — 1315)

* Licentious, Spanish bon viveur who
later became a monk
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"My light is the Lord himselt”



Raymond Lully (21232 — 1315)

* Licentious, Spanish bon viveur who
ater became a monk

* Invented ether (Sweet Oil of Vitriol) by
adding sulphuric acid to wine (1275)

* Did not spot its anaesthetic effects




Valerius Cordus (1515 — 1544)

* German physician and botanist

* Rediscovered the sulphuric acid
and wine trick

* Did not spot ether’s anaesthetic
properties




Paracelsus (1493 — 1541)

* Philippus Aureolus Theophrastus
Bombastus von Hohenheim

* German polymath and founder of
toxicology

* “Ether has associated with it such a

sweetness that it is taken even by
chickens...

e ...and they fall asleep from it for a while
but awaken later without harm”
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Coca

* An ancient practice

ncreased energy
Decreased appetite

Numb lips?



"Folk neurosurgeons
chewed cocaine while
performing the procedure...

...allowing their saliva to
dribble into the wound to
produce anaesthesia”



Francisco Pizarro (1475 — 1541)

* Conquest of the Inca Empire =~
* Native use notec 4

* Euphoric and energising effects
* But not painkilling effects




Father Bernabe Cobo (1475 — 1541)

EEmmmTE "And this happened to me once,
. B S that | repaired to a barber to
£1 . BERNABE CORo have a tooth pulled, that had
g worked loose and ached, and
T e the barber told me how he

would be sorry to pull it because
it was sound and healthy”




Father Bernabe Cobo (1475 — 1541)

SOCIEDAD DE BIBLIOFILOS ANDALUCES

I "A monk friend of mine who
DEL NUEVO MUNDO happened to be there and
LT e overhearing, advised me to
e chew for a few days on coca. As
| did, indeed, soon to find my

toothache gone”

oE
D. MARCOS JIMENEZ DE LA ESPADA




After this... nothing happened

* For some considerable time

* Europeans well aware of its use and abuse

* And even that it made your lips go numb

* But the "Mental Leap” was lacking

* Next stage in the story was some 350 years later
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Circumnavigation 1857 - 1859
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Archduke Maximillian

Kommodore Bernhard von Wullerstekirbair
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