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Sewage foam collecting around 
boats at Bourne End, Thames, 2014 



David Walliams’ marathon swim 
in the Thames 
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‘In the first iawes appear’d that ugly monster. 
Yclepèd Mud, which, when their oares did once stirre, 
Belch’d forth an ayre, as hot as the muster 
of all your night tubs, when the carts doe cluster, 
Who shall discharge first his merd-ruinous load.’ 

Ben Jonson, writing about the River Fleet in 1616 



The Diary of Samuel 
Pepys, Thursday 28 
September 1665 
 “and so I to bed, and in the night was 
mightily troubled with a looseness (I 
suppose from some fresh damp linen 
that I put on this night), and feeling for 
a chamber-pott, there was none, I 
having called the mayde up out of her 
bed, she had forgot I suppose to put 
one there; so I was forced in this 
strange house to rise and shit in the 
chimney twice…”  









Date 

12th C In the days of Fitzstephen, local fish an important part of the London 
diet; Richard I removed weirs to allow fish to pass up the Thames 

1285 Edward I introduced a closed season for salmon in the Thames 

14th C Richard II added more legal protection for salmon and lampreys 

1457 Four ‘great fish’ were caught In the Thames, probably two whales, a 
walrus and a narwhal (Cornish, 1902)  

15th to 17th C Many fish recorded 

7th June 1749 47 salmon caught below Richmond 

July 1766 130 salmon caught in one day in Thames 

1810 3000 smelt and 10 salmon caught near Wandsworth 

1819 Salmon, trout, grayling, perch, carp, tench, roach, dace, gudgeon, 
pike, eels, lampreys, plus sole, plaice, skate, halibut, haddock, oysters, 
mussels and prawns in the salt water (Fitter, 1945) 







Joseph 
Bazalgette’s 
interceptor 
sewer system 
running along 
the 
Embankment. 
Bazalgette was 
Chief Engineer 
on London’s 
Metropolitan 
Board of 
Works  



Weir chamber 
under 

Hammersmith 
Road, on 

Counter’s Creek 
sewer and low 
level sewer No 

2.  
 
 
Photograph: 
London County 
Council, 1907 







Water Company 
name 

Date founded No of houses 
supplied 

Gallons per day 
(average) 

New River (from 
Hertfordshire 
springs) 

1619 73,212 241 

Chelsea 1723 13,891 168 

West Middlesex 1806 16,000 185 

Grand Junction 1811 11,141 350 

East London 1807 46,421 120 

South London 1805 12,046 100 

Lambeth 1785 16,682 124 

Southwark 1760 and 1805 
(merger) 

7,100 156 

Companies drawing water from the Tidal Thames in the 
early nineteenth century (from Wood, 1982) 





London County 
Council 

Analytical 
Investigations 

of London 
Water Supply, 

1896 







Summer/Autumn, 
average dissolved 
oxygen curve, at 
the lowest point, 
1890-1970.  
 
From Wood, 1982 



Autumn 
dissolved 

oxygen 
curves, 

1893-1950 
around 
London 
Bridge 

 
From Wood, 

1982 



Autumn 
dissolved 

oxygen 
curves, at 

Gravesend, 
Beckton and 

Crossness, 
1920-1955 

 
From Wood, 

1982 



 





Autumn 
dissolved 

oxygen 
curves, 
around 
sludge 

disposal at  
Mucking 

Flats, 1940-
1945 

From Wood, 
1982 





Concentration 
of synthetic 

detergents in 
the Thames 

off the 
metropolitan 

outfalls, 1950-
1967 

 
From Wood, 

1982 







Rising 
Biological 

Oxygen 
Demand of 

effluent 
from 

Mogden 
works, 

1935-1980 
 

From Wood, 
1982 



Ammonia in the 
Tideway off the 

metropolitan 
outfalls, 1920-

1980 
 

From Wood, 
1982 



Decrease 
in 

polluting 
loads 

discharged 
to the 

estuary 
1950-1990 



Mechanical 
aeration of 

the Thames 
in the 

1950s, 
increasing 

oxygen 
content 



The Thames Bubbler 



Thames 
Tideway 

pollution 
incidents to 

1995 



Peter Black, 
Chairman of 
Thames Water 
Authority, 
holding the first 
salmon taken 
live from the 
Thames since 
1833, in 
November 1974 



Confirmed 
Annual 

Returns of 
salmon in 

the Thames 
Estuary, 

1979-1995 





Biological 
indicator 

species in the 
Thames 
Estuary: 

shellfish and 
invertebrates 



Sediment TBT 
(tin) profile in 

the Thames 
Estuary 

below 
Teddington, 

July 1997 



Mean 
concentrations 

of metals in 
livers of eel 
populations 

from the 
Thames 
estuary 

(August 1998) 



Seal populations in the estuary appear to be recovering, 
according to ZSL research 





Marine Mammal 
sightings in the 

Thames, to 2014,  
ZSL 

Harbour Seal 
populations 

increased again 
2014, 2015 and 
2016, but Grey 

Seals fluctuating 
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