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PAUL VIPLE (1886-1918)

Lycée du Mans, spring 1914
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THE ECOLE NORMALE
SUPERIEURE, CA. 1900
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Mavurice Gevrey,
« VIPLE (Paul), ne a
Chateauneuf-les-
Bains (Puy-de-
Dome) le 2 gout
1886, blesse sur le
canal des Ardennes
a Ambly-Fleury, le
25 octobre 1918,
mort de ses
blessures a
I’'ambulance du
Mont-Frenet
(Marne), le 18
novembre 1918.
Chevalier de la
Legion d’honneur,
decore de la croix
de guerre. —
Promotion de 1906
», AASAE, 1920, p.
62-66.
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THE ROLE OF SCIENCE
IN WORLD WAR |

Wide perception of WWI as a « scientific war »:

(( Pretty much the whole curriculum of physical and
natural sciences, and their applications, are each of
them fundamentally essential in modern warfare. . . .
Almost none could be spared and the war carried
successfully » (Burgess, 1917).
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A LOST GENERATION ?

" “In the great conflict of 1914—1918, [...] the French [...] considered
that everyone should serve on the front, so much so that the young
savants, as well as other Frenchmen, did their duty on the frontline. The
result was a dreadful hecatomb among young French scientists”

(Dieudonné 1969) .

- “Already when at the [ENS], | had been deeply struck by the damage
wreaked upon mathematics in France by the 1914—18 war. This war
had created a vacuum that my own and subsequent generations were

hard pressed to fill”
(Weil 1991).
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THE WAR OF GUNS
AND MATHEMATICS

Mathematical Practices and Communities
in France and Its Western Allies
around World War |

David Aubin
Catherine Goldstein
Editors
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DAVID AUBIN

L’ELITE SOUS

LA MITRAILLE
LES NORMALIENS,
LES MATHEMATIQUES

ET LA GRANDE GUERRE
1900-1925 PREFACE DE

CLAUDE VITERBO
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| THE (UN)USEFULNESS OF
MATHEMATICIANS

Septembre 1915:

« | am, in their eyes, nothing more than a
mathematician, with no practical usefulness,
other than occasionally serving as a
computing machine »
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GAVRE COMMISSION

Graduate of the Ecole Polytechnique.

President of the Gavre Commission since 1906.
* August 1914: all men but 5 officers sent to the front.
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GAVRE COMMISSION
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PAUL APPELL (1855-1930)

Dean of the Faculty of Sciences at the Sorbonne
President of the Academy of Sciences

President of the Commissions of Inventions for
National Defence
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FOR TRUTH

1914-1915
Published under the patronage of the Perpetual
Secretaries of the Five Academies

Emile Picard

OF THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE

AND THE PRETENTIONS
OF GERMAN SCIENCE
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PAUL PAINLEVE (1863-1933)

Minister of Education and Inventions for Natinal
defence in 1915

Minsiter of War, 1917
Prime Minister, 1917

President of the Academy of Sciences, 1918
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EMILE BOREL (1871-1956)

Scientific Director of the Ecole Normale Supérieure

Director of Inventions for National Defence.
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PAUL PAINLEVE (1863-1933)

Minister of Education and Inventions for Natinal
defence in 1915

Minsiter of War, 1917
Prime Minister, 1917

President of the Academy of Sciences, 1918
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WAR MONUMENT
(ECOLE NORMALE
SUPERIEURE, PARIS)
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Clairin (Jean)
Merlin (Jean)

Rousseau (Théophile)
Lery (Georges)
Martin (Eugéne)

Blondel (Alphonse)

Klein (Henri)
Michel (Louis)

Aimé-Paillard (Louis)
Marty (Joseph)
Andrieu (Martial)

Blum (Robert)
Viple (Paul)

Gateaux (René)

Ballongue (Alfred)
Doncker (Henri)
Antoni (Camille)
Berthiot (Henri)

Piglowski (Jean)

Deffayet (Charles)

Lambert (Paul)
Vidil (Roger)
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28 avril 1880
20 avril 1881
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29 nov. 1883
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22 mars 1883
12 fév. 1885
31 déc. 1885

11 oct. 1884
2 aolt 1886

5 mai 1889
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13 aolt 1887
22 avril 1888
4 ao0t 1889

31 juil. 1890

27 fév. 1894
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26 aolt 1914
29 aolt 1914

11 avril 1916
10 sept. 1914
5 mars 1915

12 sept. 1914

11 juil. 1916
10 sept. 1914

24 sept. 1914
10 sept. 1914
7 avril 1916

20 oct. 1914
18 nov. 1918

2oct. 1914

28 avril 1915
8 sept. 1914
22 aolt 1914
29 aolt 1914
18 fév. 1915

22 nov. 1914

13 mars 1915
27 nov. 1914
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PROPORTION OF SCIENTIFIC CLASSES KILLED IN WAR
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CURRICULUM VITAE OF e
JOSEPH MARTY
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A MANUSCRIPT BY MARTY
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CATHOLIC STUDENTS AT
THE ENS
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BALLONGUE'S WEDDING
ANNOUNCEMENT, 1912
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THEOPHILE ROUSSEAU AT
THE BERN ESPERANTO
CONGRESS
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ALFRED BALLONGUE
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Alfred BALLONGUE
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FERME DE LA PETITE-
PERTHE, 10 SEPTEMBER
1914
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JEAN PIGLOWSKI
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PAUL LAMBERT'S DEATH
CERTIFICATE
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

THE WAR OF GUNS
AND MATHEMATICS

Mathematical Practices and Communities
in France and Its Western Allies
around World War |
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