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Why The War Did Not End Earlier

• Military Stalemate

• Domestic Political Stalemate

• Diplomatic Stalemate



Passchendaele, 1917 
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Timeline, 1918

• 8 January: Fourteen Points
• 3 March: Treaty of Brest-Litovsk
• 21 March-17 July: German and Austrian offensives
• 18 July-11 November: Allied counter-offensives
• 4/5 October: German ceasefire request
• 9 November: Wilhelm II abdicates
• 11 November: Armistice 
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Why Germany Requested an Armistice

• Bulgaria
• Western Front General Offensive
• Condition of the Army
• Condition of Home Front 



Salonika Field Hospital, 1918





Balkan Breakthrough







Allied Offensives

• 15 July      Final German Attack
• 18 July      Allied Counterstroke
• 8 August   Battle of Amiens
• 26 September   Start of general offensive
• 29 September Breach of Hindenburg Line  
• 11 November   Armistice 
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After the Hindenburg Line 





Heavy Artillery 







Aerial Photography





Ferdinand Foch 











Doughboys 
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Amiens – Germans 



German Prisoners, 1918 



German Surrenders 



Hertling and Hintze 



Why America and the Allies 
Granted an Armistice

• US – limited regime change; fear of the Allies; 
cost of the war; domestic politics

• Italy – followed France and Britain
• France – manpower and morale crisis; 

transport crisis
• Britain – fear of US and France; manpower 

shortage



Woodrow Wilson 
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USA

• Limited regime change
• Fear of Allies as much as Germany
• Domestic Politics
• Finance



The European Allies

• Italy – territory from Austria; dependence on allies
• France – Alsace, Rhineland; crisis of troop  numbers, 

morale, and transport
• Britain – Belgium, German navy; running out of men; 

fear of France and US

• TERMS HAD TO SATISFY ALL PARTIES
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Georges Clemenceau 
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Why Germany Accepted

• Removal of Ludendorff

• Collapse of Germany’s Allies

• German Revolution 



Wilhelm Groener



Revolution in Prague 



German Revolution 





On to Berlin? 



John J. Pershing



Ferdinand Foch 



Douglas Haig 



Dolchstoβlegende, 1924



London, Armistice Day, 1919
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