






















The choir of the Cathedral will sing a number of Carols 
in the Cathedral to-morrow evening (Christmas Eve), 
the service commencing at ten o’clock. 
We understand that this is at the wish of many of the 
leading parishioners and others. 
A like service has been instituted in other cathedrals 
and large towns, and has been much appreciated. 
It is the intention of the choir to no longer continue 
the custom of singing carols at the residences of the 
members of the congregation.

West Briton & Cornwall Advertiser 23 December 1878















Just before the clock struck five the boys would issue 
from their vestry on the north side, the men from the 
Hacombleyn chantry on the south; last, the officers 
came from the Brassie chantry, and, led by 
Walter Littlechild with his silver verge, proceeded 
westwards and took their stand near the south door. 
A faint musical hum was heard, of the choir taking up 
the note, and then – it seemed to give the very spirit of 
Christmas – the boys broke quite softly into 
‘Once in Royal David’s city’, and began moving eastward. 
With the second verse the men joined in. I declare I 
do not know what has moved me more than this did, 
and still does when I recall it.
M. R. James (1926)







Michael Wise (1648-87)
‘Prepare ye the way of the Lord’ (close)

from
William Boyce Cathedral Music
vol.2 p.262 (London 1768)























Final verse of ‘O we sailed to Virginia’
to the tune Admiral Benbow
from Dale’s Collection, Book V

Come all you brave fellows, wherever you’ve been,
Let us drink to the health of our King and our Queen,
And another good health to the girls that we know,
And a third in remembrance of Admiral Benbow.

‘A Virgin unspotted’
transcribed by Samuel Smith
from carolers at Marden, near Hereford

A Virgin unspotted the Prophet foretold,
Should bring forth a Saviour which now we behold,
To be our Redeemer from death, Hell, and Sin,
Which Adam’s transgression had wrap-ped us in.
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