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‘A sceptick 1n Religion.”
‘He would be wholly a Christian, but that he is

something of an Atheist, and wholly an Atheist, but
that he is partly a Christian ... His whole life 1s a

question.

He finds doubts and scruples better then resolves
them, and has always some argument to non-plus
himself. The least reason is enough to perplex him,
and the best will not satisty him.

Whilst he fears to believe amiss, he believes

nothing.’
S John Earle, Micro-cosmaographie (1628)




24 And ftraight way the father of the chil-
de crying . 1th teares,faid,Lord,I beleue:

helpe my m vnbelief.



These two thoughts,
There is a God, and there is
no God, may be, and are,
both in one and the
same heart.

William Perkins, A treatise of

mans imaginations (1607)
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The Spritnal  Warfare.
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My condition is unparalleled; there was NARRAT IVE
never such a one [as me] since God made O F ‘
any Creature, either Angels or Men, nor God's Gracous Deahngs

never will be to the end of the world. ... With that Choice Chriftian -
Virs. HAINNAH ALLEN,

My Sins atre so great, that if all the Sins of || UREGSIVINIERNS VRpHmEE

all the Devils and Damned in Hell, and all RECITING
The great-Advantages the Devil made of
the ReprObateS on Barth were her deep Melancholy, and the Trium-
Comprehended 1N one man. mine are phant Victorics, Rich and Sovereign
: ’ Graces, God gave her over all his Stra-
oreater. There 1s no word comes so near tagems and Devices.
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the comprehension of the dreadfulness of | eI ECY I R AE AR Efay
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my COﬂdlthﬁ, aS that, I am the MOﬂSter Of Ve are uut/gnm‘:mtQf.,)i.f D.vices. 2 COI’. 11. lj-

the Creation. Lond-n, Printed by Fobu 1Wullis. 1683,




" The exceeding Riches of '_
g RACE ﬂDVAﬂ\(CEfD

By the Spitit of Grace, inan | | EIONIGRISS nothing but Hell, and
Empty Nothing (reatur e, viz.

VPRI R AR WINEE  wrath: [ was as desperate, as ever was
Lately hopeles and reftles, her foule

gwelllllg far from Peace or hopes thercof. any. I felt myself, SOul and bOdy, iﬁ
“Now hopefull, and joyfull inthe LORD,

that hath cauted LIG IJ'I to fhine out of fire and brimstone already. o
DAVRIéIIVLS t(gla; in and by thig Earthen
s Vellell, holds forth his Owr eternall )
Love_, and the Glorious Gr;ec(l)lf!a/" ALy ., Aﬁd I thOU.ght, there was no Other
Fefiss Chrift y to the CHIE- =/ ;" .
TNEAINYTORMINYS [ 1cll but that which I felt. ...
Who defived that others might bear and I@am habf |
the LORD bad done for ber fouly(that was foter- | - {
vified day and night ; )and mthbt neither If’RT - I thought, lf I made away myself’
SUME , nor DESPAIR. and 7 ' .
Gody o focbuthdones 8 (@B there was an end of my misery, and
Publi(hed for the Refrefhing of poor fouls, by an .
HE}e and Ear-~witnes of a good part tl)ereo?f;yi ' that there was 10 GOd) no Heaveﬂ,
ENRY B SSE, @ [ervant of '
7sts] S and no Hell, but what I had already.

The iecond Lchtmn,corre&cd,and Proofs 1dcd
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Why dost thou thus trouble thy self? Take thy

pleasure, do what thou likest. Thou shalt never

be called to an account for anything; for as the
wise man dyeth, so dyeth the fool, and both
rest in the grave together. There is no God to
save thee or to punish thee; all things were
made by nature, and when thou dyest, there is

an end of all thy good and bad deeds.

‘Experiences ot M.K.” in Vavasour Powell, Spzrituall
Experzences, Of sundry Beleevers (1653)



Losing religion under pressure

Mrs Drake ‘resolved to spend the remainder of her time in all
jollity and merriment, denying herself of no wordly comforts’

Luke Howard ‘sought to make Merry ... and to take my fill of
the World, with all I could enjoy thereof’

Richard Baxter’s childhood friend ‘could have no Relief or

Fase but in ... disowning the Teachers and Doctrines which
had restrained him’

Hannah Allen experienced ‘dreadful Temptations to have
hard thoughts of my dearest Lord’



Whole floods of blasphemies both against
God, Christ and the Scriptures ... poured
upon my spirit, to my great confusion and
astonishment. These blasphemous

thoughts were such as stirred up questions
in me against the very Being of God, and
of his only beloved Son: As, whether
there were in truth, a God, or Christ? And
whether the holy Scriptures were not
rather a fable, and cunning story, than the

holy and pure Word of God?

"GRACE. |
Aboundmg to the chief of Smnerd

O R,
A Brief and Faichful

RELATTON

Of the Exceeding Mércy of God in Chrift;
| to his poor Servant

. JOHN BUNTAN.

Wheien is particularly fhewed, The man-
ner of his Converfion, his fight and trouble for
Sin, his Dreadful Temptations , alfo how he
defp paired of Gods mercy, and- how the Lord at
length thorow Chrift did delirer him from all
the guilc and cerrour that lay upon him, '

W liereunto is added,

A brief Relation of his Call to the Work:

of the Miniftry; of his Temprations therein; |
as alio what e hath met with in Prifon.

All which was written by his own hand |
there,and now publi(hed for the {fupport
of the weak and tempeed People of God, | -

Come and bedr ,all ye tbat}e:tr God 3 and T will declare—?:
wbat he bath dene for my foul, Pfal, 66,16,
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‘risings of Atheistic thoughts’
‘temptations that there was not a God’
‘this horrid temptation, to question the Being of God’

‘It came questioning into my mind of the truth of God, seeing
many would show a reason in nature for almost everything.
This temptation came many times unto me.’

“The Tempter strongly assaulted my Faith ... especially to
question the certain Truth of the Sacred Scriptures; and also
the Life to come, and Immortality of the Soul.”



Doubting the Bible

* ‘] was sadly assaulted after noon ... with doubting whether
ever word of the scripture were infallible because of
possibility of mistakes in the writings ... and various readings
in the text.” Michael Wigglesworth, 1653

* ‘When I had read the word of God, he [the devil] tempted me
with doubts and questions touching some things therein,
whether it was truth or not.” M.W.’, 1653



The problem of suffering

* John Bunyan: ‘I was ... so overcome with despair of Life and
Heaven, that I should often wish... that there had been no
Hell.



I was in good Hope at that time, that there
was nothing after Death. ...

I thought, 1t I could but lie still in the earth
for ever, 1t would be as well with me, as it
would be if I were in eternal happiness. ... |
cared not for Heaven so I might not go to

Hell. ...

God may forget me, and not raise me again,
then shall I lie still and be quuet.

Lodowick Muggleton, The
acts of the witnesses of the
sparit (1699)



If there be a God, certainly He must be
infinite 1n Goodness. ... How comes it to pass
therefore that I am so poor? ot so scanty and
narrow a fortune, enjoying few and obscure
comforts? I thought I could not believe Him a
God to me, unless all His power were
employed to glority me.

Thomas Traherne, Centurses 111.16



They made me little answer ... but seemed
rather to smile at my childishness. Upon
which and the like occasions I often
doubted whether things were really so as I
concetved them or whether elder people
did not know them to be otherwise, only
they were willing that we children should be

so persuaded of them, that we might follow |

our books the better and be kept in from
play. And thus did atheism show.

Richard Norwood, ‘Confessions’, 1639
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PRACTICE,
- (ontayning -
A*FVNDAMENTALL
- Pro BLEME in Navigation,
-experimentally verified:
- Namely,

Touc‘biag. the. Compaffe of the Earth 454 Sea, and the
quentity of a Degree in our Englifp meafures.

Alfoan exatt method or forme of keeping a Reckoning '
at Sea, in any kindc or manner.of fayling.

‘With certayne Tablesand other Rules ufefull in Navi-
gation, Asallo inthe Plo;ting and Surveying of places. '

The . Latitude of the principall places in England.

The finding of Currentsat Sea; and what allowance
is to bee given in repe& of them.,
—_———
By RicHarD No R woop,Reader
of the Mathematicks.
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. L ﬂat Thereis a (fod -~ "
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Ambmms s for she reducing of Infidels :.und | by Sa*zptum, and
} Fathers, for the canﬁrmin& of Clmfhans
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A Brief and Faichful -

, | RELATION
S Ometlme I have endeavoured tO Of the Exceeding Mercy of God fn Chrift;

to his poor Servant

. JOHN BUNTAN.

Wheein is particularly fhewed, The ran-

argue against these suggestions
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but alas ! I qulely felt 5 Wheﬂ I thus (Si'cnf pa:x ed gf thflslmzrcyg and how tllrlc lI].ordhat'.

length thorow Chrift did delirer him from all
the guilc and cerrour that lay upon him, ’

did, SUCh afguiﬁgs cee Would return W liereunto is added,

A brief Relation of his Call to the Workf

of the Miniftry, of his Temprations therein,

again up On me . as alio what he hdth met within Prifon.

All which was written by his own hand |
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& of fin and temptations, areexperimentally
sx opened,and by way of Obfervation, concerning

FRE E-O([}{RAGE:

THE FLOWINGS

OF
CHRIsTs Blood freely
to Sinners, -
Being an Experiment of Fefus
& Chrift upon one who hath been in
the bondage of a troubled Confcignce at

simes, for the fpaceof aboyt ewelve yeers,
till now upori a clearer difcovery of

. Fefies Chrift, and theGofpel ;
& Wherein divers fecrets of the foul,

%

a narural condition, and a mixed conditiyn
“of Law and Gofpel :

With a further revealing of the Goffelin
its glory, liberty, freenefte, and ‘

0 fimplicity for Salvation.
Y Fobn Saltmarfh Preacher of the
i Gofpel at Brasteedin Keme.

— e T
‘4 London, Printed for Giles Caluens, dwelling at the g
oy Plack Spred-Eagle ac che Welk- end of Pauls., 1043, o2
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The way to be warm, 1s not
only to ask for a fire, or
whether there be a fire or
no, or to ... wish for a
oreater; but to stand close
to that fire there 1s, and to

oather heat.



After I had received ... I sat pondering
of it in my heart, and waited in
expectation in myself, to receive some
divine operation, and spiritual change,
and to receive assurance of the pardon
of sin; but none came in.

I saw ... that it was not the body and
blood of Christ, but a carnal invention.

Richard Farnworth, The Heart
Opened by Christ (1654)

THE 7

Hearc O pchcd by Chrnift;

R,

| The Conditions of a troubled Soul tﬁat could find

no true Reft, Peace, Comfort, nor fatisfaion in any thing below the
Divine Power and Glory of God, bieaking forth and appearing in
feveral operations and manifeftations , by the blefled Spirit of the
Lord Jefus, the Saviour of the feul, God manifefting himfelf in fleth, .
that he may glorified in Spiric.

With,

‘Aword to thofe that are for the Approbation of Minifters ; and

- fomething to thofe that feruple about the Receiving or not Receiving .
that which they call a Sacrament and Communion of Saints , at Ea-
fler, Penticoft, Chrifmas; fo called, land other Feftival and fet daies,
orany other timewhen it is to be adminiftred by thofe Priefts that
profefs themfelves to be Minifters of Chrift.
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Written in the ycar 1654. in the third Moneth,
commoaly called May, by R, F,




: ’
f.“ g 1/

i
h‘ o

A

rl
4

)

& 2

atm/. b= d
mna m m
oﬁm 3 .m
)

355 ¢ ;
258 i S
.ninfaas m
nhadnCvG ;
Pfasﬂno :
mO.mma%G E
.1S.1.1tr )
snmhuef :
a.gfoPo.h
hmnoheeem
draSgHMMn
oameua 2 =
Gkucoswto
chmhroa.m]

ttﬁm"ovm


https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiK59Ww4O_gAhXjyYUKHRuDDL4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raptisrarebooks.com%2Fproduct%2Fthe-poetical-works-of-john-milton-and-the-prose-john-milton-first-edition-1806%2F&psig=AOvVaw1wfSr0RE67IHmtFR1BWbKk&ust=1552038531993821

m/.ev/. O W
S = G 0 S
mﬁm ean @
ol = S

» H o S S
o o x| & 3
em,dplInOS S
= w -~ S
ffl)mnapG .
= c o 3 g % S
ey e L o OaOoﬂ

e

n 5,69 .8 2 o 8 -
< .90 o = o ¢
<7885 e 5§ 3
TEEYcEE T
L 5 8 g8 9%
Qo< == 5 0



https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiK59Ww4O_gAhXjyYUKHRuDDL4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raptisrarebooks.com%2Fproduct%2Fthe-poetical-works-of-john-milton-and-the-prose-john-milton-first-edition-1806%2F&psig=AOvVaw1wfSr0RE67IHmtFR1BWbKk&ust=1552038531993821

I beheld the Trees to grow, the Birds to ftly,
the Heavens how they were hanged, and all
things that were before me; then I thought #/ey
could not make themselves.

‘Experiences ot M.K.” in Vavasour Powell, Spzrituall
Experzences, Of sundry Beleevers (1653)



Thomas Traherne and the ends of the earth

Little did I think that the Earth was Round. ...

I knew by the perfection of the work there was a God, and was
satisfied, and rejoiced. People underneath, and fields and
flowers, with another Sun and another day, pleased me
mightily: but more when I knew it was the same Sun that
served them by night, that served us by day.

Centuries, 111.17



TREATISE

CONTAINING
"THE ORIGINALL
of vnbeliefe, Mifbelicfe,or Mif-

perfwafions concerning the Peritie,

Fuitie and Aztribates ot the Deitic_:
with Dire&ions for rc&lfymg our
beliefe or knowlcdgc in the
fare men,aamd pomu \;“ ,
m-.

B} THOMAS IACKSON Dr in|]

Divipitie, Vicar of Saint Nicholas Church

in the famous Towne of New-caftle vpon Tine,
and late Fellow of (orpus Chriffti Colledge
in 0 X FORD.

loHN 17. 3. -
This is life etevuall to know thee the onely true God
and hfm Chrift n*bam thou haft fent.
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by 7. D. for lohn Clarke, and are to be
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‘It 1s ingraven in all hearts, that there 1s a Deity.”
‘God 1s to be felt ... in every man’s conscience.’

“The Being and Attributes of God were so clear to me, that he
was to my Intellect what the Sun 1s to my Eye.’

and yet ...

‘I find that the clearest Arguments that can be cannot persuade
my heart of belief [in] the being of a God, if God do not let
the beams of his glory shine into it.’



How to be a Puritan Atheist

Alec Ryrie
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