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‘A sceptick in Religion.’
‘He would be wholly a Christian, but that he is 
something of an Atheist, and wholly an Atheist, but 
that he is partly a Christian ... His whole life is a 
question.
He finds doubts and scruples better then resolves 
them, and has always some argument to non-plus 
himself. The least reason is enough to perplex him, 
and the best will not satisfy him.
Whilst he fears to believe amiss, he believes 
nothing.’ John Earle, Micro-cosmographie (1628)





These two thoughts, 
There is a God, and there is 
no God, may be, and are, 
both in one and the 
same heart.

William Perkins, A treatise of 
mans imaginations (1607)





My condition is unparalleled; there was 
never such a one [as me] since God made 
any Creature, either Angels or Men, nor 
never will be to the end of the world. …
My Sins are so great, that if all the Sins of 
all the Devils and Damned in Hell, and all 
the Reprobates on Earth were 
comprehended in one man, mine are 
greater. There is no word comes so near 
the comprehension of the dreadfulness of 
my Condition; as that, I am the Monster of 
the Creation.



I could see nothing but Hell, and 
wrath: I was as desperate, as ever was 
any. ... I felt myself, soul and body, in 
fire and brimstone already. …
And I thought, there was no other 
Hell, but that which I felt. …
I thought, if I made away myself, 
there was an end of my misery, and 
that there was no God, no Heaven; 
and no Hell, but what I had already.



Why dost thou thus trouble thy self? Take thy 
pleasure, do what thou likest. Thou shalt never 
be called to an account for anything; for as the 
wise man dyeth, so dyeth the fool, and both 
rest in the grave together. There is no God to 
save thee or to punish thee; all things were 
made by nature, and when thou dyest, there is 
an end of all thy good and bad deeds.

‘Experiences of M.K.’ in Vavasour Powell, Spirituall 
Experiences, Of sundry Beleevers (1653)



Losing religion under pressure
• Mrs Drake ‘resolved to spend the remainder of her time in all 

jollity and merriment, denying herself of no wordly comforts’
• Luke Howard ‘sought to make Merry … and to take my fill of 

the World, with all I could enjoy thereof’
• Richard Baxter’s childhood friend ‘could have no Relief or 

Ease but in ... disowning the Teachers and Doctrines which 
had restrained him’

• Hannah Allen experienced ‘dreadful Temptations to have 
hard thoughts of my dearest Lord’



Whole floods of blasphemies both against 
God, Christ and the Scriptures ... poured 
upon my spirit, to my great confusion and 
astonishment. These blasphemous 
thoughts were such as stirred up questions 
in me against the very Being of God, and 
of his only beloved Son: As, whether 
there were in truth, a God, or Christ? And 
whether the holy Scriptures were not 
rather a fable, and cunning story, than the 
holy and pure Word of God?



‘risings of Atheistic thoughts’
‘temptations that there was not a God’ 
‘this horrid temptation, to question the Being of God’
‘It came questioning into my mind of the truth of God, seeing 

many would show a reason in nature for almost everything. 
This temptation came many times unto me.’

‘The Tempter strongly assaulted my Faith ... especially to 
question the certain Truth of the Sacred Scriptures; and also 
the Life to come, and Immortality of the Soul.’



Doubting the Bible

• ‘I was sadly assaulted after noon … with doubting whether 
ever word of the scripture were infallible because of 
possibility of mistakes in the writings … and various readings 
in the text.’ Michael Wigglesworth, 1653

• ‘When I had read the word of God, he [the devil] tempted me 
with doubts and questions touching some things therein, 
whether it was truth or not.’ ‘M.W.’, 1653



The problem of suffering

• John Bunyan: ‘I was ... so overcome with despair of Life and 
Heaven, that I should often wish… that there had been no 
Hell.’



Lodowick Muggleton, The 
acts of the witnesses of the 

spirit (1699)

I was in good Hope at that time, that there 
was nothing after Death. …
I thought, if I could but lie still in the earth 
for ever, it would be as well with me, as it 
would be if I were in eternal happiness. ... I 
cared not for Heaven so I might not go to 
Hell. …
God may forget me, and not raise me again, 
then shall I lie still and be quiet.



If there be a God, certainly He must be 
infinite in Goodness. ... How comes it to pass 
therefore that I am so poor? of so scanty and 
narrow a fortune, enjoying few and obscure 
comforts? I thought I could not believe Him a 
God to me, unless all His power were 
employed to glorify me.

Thomas Traherne, Centuries III.16



Richard Norwood, ‘Confessions’, 1639

They made me little answer … but seemed 
rather to smile at my childishness. Upon 
which and the like occasions I often 
doubted whether things were really so as I 
conceived them or whether elder people 
did not know them to be otherwise, only 
they were willing that we children should be 
so persuaded of them, that we might follow 
our books the better and be kept in from 
play. And thus did atheism show.





Sometime I have endeavoured to 
argue against these suggestions ... 
but alas! I quickly felt, when I thus 
did, such arguings ... would return 
again upon me.



The way to be warm, is not 
only to ask for a fire, or 
whether there be a fire or 
no, or to ... wish for a 
greater; but to stand close 
to that fire there is, and to 
gather heat.



Richard Farnworth, The Heart 
Opened by Christ (1654)

After I had received ... I sat pondering 
of it in my heart, and waited in 
expectation in myself, to receive some 
divine operation, and spiritual change, 
and to receive assurance of the pardon 
of sin; but none came in.
I saw ... that it was not the body and 
blood of Christ, but a carnal invention.



God has imprinted so many 
clear signs of himself in the 
human mind, and so many 
traces of himself 
throughout all nature, that 
no sane person can be 
unaware of God’s 
existence.

John Milton, De doctrina Christiana
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I beheld the Trees to grow, the Birds to fly, 
the Heavens how they were hanged, and all 
things that were before me; then I thought they 
could not make themselves.

‘Experiences of M.K.’ in Vavasour Powell, Spirituall 
Experiences, Of sundry Beleevers (1653)



Thomas Traherne and the ends of the earth

Little did I think that the Earth was Round. ...
I knew by the perfection of the work there was a God, and was 

satisfied, and rejoiced. People underneath, and fields and 
flowers, with another Sun and another day, pleased me 
mightily: but more when I knew it was the same Sun that 
served them by night, that served us by day.

Centuries, III.17
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‘It is ingraven in all hearts, that there is a Deity.’ 
‘God is to be felt ... in every man’s conscience.’
‘The Being and Attributes of God were so clear to me, that he 

was to my Intellect what the Sun is to my Eye.’
and yet ...

‘I find that the clearest Arguments that can be cannot persuade 
my heart of belief [in] the being of a God, if God do not let 
the beams of his glory shine into it.’
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