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And then I think: hooks? Where do they get them? 
What are they made of? Iron? Where do they forge 
them? Have they got some kind of factory down 
there? You know, in the monastery the monks 
probably believe there’s a ceiling in hell, for 
instance. Now me, I’m ready to believe in hell, only 
there shouldn’t be any ceiling; that would be, as it 
were, more refined, more enlightened.

Fyodor Karamazov, in Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov (1880)



I. Anger
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Tom Paine 
(1737-
1809), 

author of 
The Age of 

Reason
(1794)
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Churches ... appear to me no other than human 
inventions, set up to terrify and enslave mankind, 
and monopolize power and profit.

Tom Paine, The Age of Reason (1794)



I do not believe in the creed professed by the 
Jewish Church, by the Roman Church, by the 
Greek Church, by the Turkish Church, by the 
Protestant Church, nor by any church that I 
know of. My own mind is my own church.

Tom Paine, The Age of Reason (1794)



Thomas Huxley (1825-95), 
‘Darwin’s bulldog’ and 
father of ‘agnosticism’ 



Mikhail 
Bakunin 

(1814-76), 
anarchist



The very nature and essence of every religious 
system ... is the impoverishment, enslavement and 
annihilation of humanity for the benefit of divinity.

Mikhail Bakunin, ‘God and the State’ (1871)



Whoever says revelation says revealers, 
messiahs, prophets, priests and legislators 
inspired by God himself. ... All men owe them 
passive and unlimited obedience; for ... against 
the justice of God no terrestrial justice holds. 
Slaves of God, men must also be slaves of 
Church and State.

Mikhail Bakunin, ‘God and the State’ (1871)



Whenever we read the obscene stories, the 
voluptuous debaucheries, the cruel and tortuous 
executions, the unrelenting vindictiveness, with 
which more than half the Bible is filled, it would 
be more consistent that we called it the word of a 
demon than the Word of God. It is a history of 
wickedness that has served to corrupt and 
brutalize mankind.

Tom Paine, The Age of Reason (1794)



If God existed, only in one way could he serve 
human liberty – by ceasing to exist. ... I reverse 
the phrase of Voltaire, and say that, if God really 
existed, it would be necessary to abolish him.

Mikhail Bakunin, ‘God and the State’ (1871)



II. Anxiety



I think, all my life I’ve believed, and then I die, and 
suddenly there’s nothing. ... What, what will give 
me back my faith? ... How can it be proved, how 
can one be convinced? Oh, miserable me! ... I’m 
the only one who can’t bear it. It’s devastating, 
devastating!

Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov (1880)





The universal theologian, that is, the true 
philosopher, sees that it is contradictory for 
nature to act on particular or single views.

Voltaire, Dictionnaire Philosophique (1764)



Immanuel 
Kant (1724-

1804) and the 
‘categorical 
imperative’



Kant built a fortress of conscience ... that 
swore a rescued God to silence. ... Morality 
has swallowed religion.

Dominic Erdozain, The Soul of Doubt



If the suffering of children goes to make up the 
sum of suffering needed to buy truth, then I assert 
beforehand that the whole of truth is not worth 
such a price. 

Ivan Karamazov, in Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov (1880)



Imagine that you yourself are building the edifice 
of human destiny with the object of making people 
happy in the finale, of giving them peace and rest at 
last, but for that you must inevitably, and 
unavoidably torture just one tiny creature, that 
same child who was beating her chest with her little 
fist, and raise your edifice on the foundation of her 
unrequited tears – would you agree to be the 
architect on such conditions? 

Ivan Karamazov, in Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov (1880)



It is not that I don’t accept God, Alyosha, I just 
most respectfully return him the ticket. 

Ivan Karamazov, in Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov (1880)



Sceptics for Jesus

• Spinoza ...
• ... Voltaire ...
• ... Jefferson ...
• ... Paine ...
• ... even John Stuart Mill



The authentic 
sayings of Jesus of 
Nazareth ... are 
surely in ... harmony 
with the intellect and 
feelings of every 
good man or 
woman.

John Stuart Mill, Essays on 
Religion (1874)



That they should be 
forgotten, or cease to be 
operative on the human 
conscience, while human 
beings remain cultivated 
or civilized, may be 
pronounced, once for 
all, impossible.

John Stuart Mill, Essays on 
Religion (1874)



John Seeley, Ecce Homo 
(1865), first of a spree of 
Victorian ‘lives’ of Jesus
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Religion has become part of the ethos of 
American life to such a degree that overt anti-
religion is all but inconceivable.

Will Herberg, Protestant – Catholic – Jew (1955)



What has not caused modern secularisation?

• ‘A direct frontal assault on religion’
• Fresh intellectual breakthrough
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Without exception ... they were ‘humanists’ 
before they discovered the term. Humanism 
was neither a philosophy nor an ideology that 
they had learned or read about and then 
adopted. There was no act of conversion, no 
training or induction. ... A humanist condition 
precedes being a self-conscious humanist.

Callum Brown, Becoming Atheist (2017)



Further research may come to discern more of 
the detail of the humanist condition – ideas of 
goodness, fulfilment or tolerance coming from 
within human experience, not from authority, 
supernaturalism or prefigured cultural 
discourses. Reason alone may construct 
humanism.

Callum Brown, Becoming Atheist (2017)



https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjyuc3bmv3hAhUNoRQKHQNrCKkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.funeralwise.com%2Fdigital-dying%2Fauschwitz-survivors-revisit-haunted-past%2F&psig=AOvVaw1N3BD5n2sfK306gt8ThUqH&ust=1556898948840725


https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjPpMG7m_3hAhXPAGMBHahZBv4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.historyanswers.co.uk%2Fhistory-of-war%2F10-best-world-war-ii-movies-every-made%2F&psig=AOvVaw3jDEDSPrjPvMbEpDBCHaD_&ust=1556899097560308
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjq8ZOzoP3hAhWSGBQKHStZBsYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thefilmcsa.com%2Ficecoinal1ra.html&psig=AOvVaw18v0cuRipJmWyx28_yVt7_&ust=1556900461615440
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwip56jMm_3hAhX3BWMBHWYgDk4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fkeithandthemovies.com%2F2012%2F05%2F14%2F5-phenomenal-world-war-2-films%2F&psig=AOvVaw3jDEDSPrjPvMbEpDBCHaD_&ust=1556899097560308
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjozLqsnP3hAhVSA2MBHUnJAHYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fhistsimulation%2Fwwii-hollywood-movies%2F&psig=AOvVaw1y9i0vrXIG7I5gFD2Ef2fC&ust=1556899391357462
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiQldvYnP3hAhWO1uAKHYAJDe0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moviepostershop.com%2Fthe-desert-rats-movie-poster-1953&psig=AOvVaw2fOoHjUpj-A_inJZIO3B4Q&ust=1556899484459389
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiCo_2EnP3hAhUKFRQKHckjDvcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.callofduty.com%2Ft5%2FWorld-War-II-Off-Topic-Forum%2FWWII-Movies%2Ftd-p%2F10228014&psig=AOvVaw3jDEDSPrjPvMbEpDBCHaD_&ust=1556899097560308
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjXnq_An_3hAhX16eAKHcs0CU0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.atthemovies.co.uk%2Fgallery%2F352-great-escape-the-1963&psig=AOvVaw2bUYVF9WrCr_vkaeAGexHb&ust=1556900237652077
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiewIGEnf3hAhUh5eAKHR2HAOkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FEscape_from_Sobibor&psig=AOvVaw22Co6txhVWI0HBQjaUSF51&ust=1556899572157656
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiv3Lz3nP3hAhURmBQKHdLcDUUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.originalfilmart.com%2Fproducts%2Fschindlers-list-1993&psig=AOvVaw3ScDYyTSP2NUEFLOu67EDD&ust=1556899512213104
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjt48vuoP3hAhXo2eAKHbF_AsAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpostermuseum.com%2Fproducts%2Fsaving-private-ryan-320&psig=AOvVaw1doNT3pPCn5dPGDo1cWtOy&ust=1556900521573516
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjB14qSnf3hAhVDA2MBHeedAH8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fhardtickettohomevideo.com%2F2014%2F06%2F06%2Fshake-the-scene-band-of-brothers%2F&psig=AOvVaw3GFC7XaL5il4dXjwc6VLk6&ust=1556899600999677
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiomLD_n_3hAhVq5OAKHSWZDSEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FPianist-Spanish-Movie-Poster-Print%2Fdp%2FB001CDQECW&psig=AOvVaw1RA5_UprYuV6MNjMNeuc1P&ust=1556900366215237
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj-66nvn_3hAhUpBWMBHZi9COgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmondomusic.com.au%2Fproduct%2Flife-is-beautiful-la-vita-e-bella%2F&psig=AOvVaw088-gAL19wcy3NW4-WVlm-&ust=1556900335225091
https://keithandthemovies.com/tag/world-war-2/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiMqN7xu_3hAhUiQhUIHT9oBH4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F518899188308891737%2F&psig=AOvVaw1GzEpSBXL8UKQ-ri8ySIPo&ust=1556907843607064
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjfzIGfoP3hAhXBAmMBHWOBCggQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FDownfall-POSTER-Movie-11-Inches%2Fdp%2FB00KK6IDV2&psig=AOvVaw1E3BSENspR4p_OWahKpo5t&ust=1556900436553907
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiW7ISxnf3hAhUHoRQKHWAQCfcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F717972365564327897%2F&psig=AOvVaw1bcr9FoMr3NOP5T9lMzAHO&ust=1556899660289355
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjaoNDDnP3hAhUm1eAKHTxIDToQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.imdb.com%2Ftitle%2Ftt2713180%2F&psig=AOvVaw1y9i0vrXIG7I5gFD2Ef2fC&ust=1556899391357462
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwikt7G4nP3hAhWE5-AKHW-6CC0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Farcheroracle.org%2F33875%2Farts-entertainment%2Fchristopher-nolans-dunkirk-tells-iconic-story-falls-short-of-expectations%2F&psig=AOvVaw1y9i0vrXIG7I5gFD2Ef2fC&ust=1556899391357462
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwilkbqfnf3hAhVB5eAKHZUoAwgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FKirbis-Darkest-Movie-Poster-Inches%2Fdp%2FB079Y7Z8RL&psig=AOvVaw2gGbYOnH5nFAvdxqAiFMFC&ust=1556899631151359


‘Nazis ... I hate these guys.’
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[The war is] an ultimately evil job. For we are 
attempting to conquer Sauron with the Ring. 
And we shall (it seems) succeed. But the 
penalty is, as you will know, to breed more 
Saurons.

J. R. R. Tolkien to Christopher Tolkien, 6 May 1944
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Two conclusions

• Humanism is not a passing aberration ...
• ... but nor is it a stable new reality
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	‘Nazis ... I hate these guys.’
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	[The war is] an ultimately evil job. For we are attempting to conquer Sauron with the Ring. And we shall (it seems) succeed. But the penalty is, as you will know, to breed more Saurons.
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