
Musical Openings
Jeremy Summerly, Visiting Professor of Music History



Beethoven – Symphony No. 1 in C major (1800), last movement



Beethoven
Symphony No. 1
opening



op. 74 no. 1  
⬆
in C major

Haydn
String Quartets

op. 71 no. 3  ➡
in E flat major







Beethoven
Symphony No. 4 in B flat
1806



Ralph Vaughan Williams
Fantasia on a Theme by Thomas Tallis
for double string orchestra
(première 10 September 1910)













Interval ratios

2 : 1 Octave
3 : 2 Perfect 5th

4 : 3 Perfect 4th

5 : 4 Major 3rd

6 : 5 Minor 3rd



Palaeofrankish
musical notation

c900? NW Germany?

Sancte bonifati
martir inclite christi
Holy Boniface,
distinguished martyr of Christ





William Byrd
Ave verum corpus
published 1605







Claudio Monteverdi
Opening Toccata from Orfeo (1607)



Domine ad adiuvandum me festina
O Lord, make haste to help me. 















Danse Macabre op.40
Symphonic Poem (1874)

Camille Saint-Saëns
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