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Dams, Radiators and the Shard: 
the legacy of English gardening

Roderick Floud
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Savery’s Pumping Engine, 1699
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Mowing the lawns, 1730s.
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Mowing the lawns, c.1910
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Water
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Charles II’s canal in St James’s Park, 1660-1661
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The finished canal 
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Hampton Court Palace: 
the Long Water, 1660s
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Wrest Park: the long water
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Chatsworth: the canal of 1702 and the Emperor Fountain (1843-4)
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Chatsworth: the cascade, 1694-1701
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Studley Royal: the moon pond, 1720s
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Studley Royal and Fountains Abbey
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Brown’s dam at Petworth, 1755-6
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The dam, Blenheim Palace, 1763-7
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Blenheim: the Cascade, 1763-7
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Blenheim Palace; 
the southern half of the lake, 1760s.
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Wotton, Bucks.
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The Great Pond, Wotton (1750s)
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Puddling on the Montgomeryshire Canal
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Blenheim: Vanbrugh’s bridge, 1705-1720
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Fire
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John Evelyn’s Greenhouse, 1691
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The Orangery, Kensington Palace (1704-5)
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A hot wall in the kitchen garden
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Architectural Conservatory 
at Kew Gardens, renovated 1836
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Mackenzie and Moncur
catalogue c.1890
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Light and Air
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Dutch greenhouse, late 17th century
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Warwick Castle: the Conservatory (1786-8)
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The Gothic Conservatory, 
Carlton House (1811-12)
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Loddiges’ Camellia House, 1820s
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The Anthaeum, Hove, 1832-3
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Chatsworth: the Great Stove, 1836
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Frogmore: the royal kitchen garden, 1841-49
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Paxton’s Crystal Palace, 1851
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Le Grand Palais, Paris, 1897-1900
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Oriel Chambers, Liverpool (1864) 
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Guaranty Building, Buffalo, N.Y. 
by Adler and Sullivan, 1894-5

40



The Shard, London; 
Renzo Piano 2009-2012
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Conclusion
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Translating past money

• The average wage in 1660 was about £12-10-0 per year.

• The average wage today is about £27,000 per year

• So average wages today are 2,160 times what they were in 1660. 

• If something cost £25 in 1660 - twice the average wage then - we say its 
equivalent is £54,000 today - twice the average today.
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In the Conservatory
by Edouard Manet
(1878-9)
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The canal and Great Room, Hall Barn, Beaconsfield 
(late 17th-early 18th centuries)
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The Machine de Marly
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