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Festival of Nine Lessons and

Carols in King’s College Chapel

upon Christmas Eve 191 8

ORDER OF SERVICE

Q. This service was drawn up from sources ancient and
modern by Archbishop Benson for Cathedral use, the
Lessons, which tell the whole story of our Redemption,
being read tn order by the Cathedral ministers from
chovister to Bishop. In this Chapel it is adapted also to
symbolise and express the loving bond between the two
Foundations of King Henry VI hefe and ar Eton, the
goodaill between University and Town, and peace « vithin
the whole Church of the Lord Jesus, as well the joy and
worship of us all at the coming of our Christ.

G, The congregation should stand for the Benedictions and
Carols, and also for the Sixth Lesson. Its members should
join heartily in the singing of the hymns and wverses
spectally marked for that purpose.

Q. A Collection will be made during the Fourth and Sixth
Carols out of which grants will be made to the Church of
England Waifs and Strays Society, and to the Cambridge
Children’s Convalescent Home at Hunstanton.




»JTine + Lessons, +with <

> Carols.<

Festal Serbice for Christmas Ehe.

All the Congregation are requested to stand during the
reading of the Lesson from the Gaspel of S. Yokn, the Hymns,
the Chorus, Glory %o God, the Hallelujah Chorus, and
Magnificat.
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Unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels
bring us all. Amen.

NINTH LESSON  GALATIANS 1V. 4-7
God maketh us sons through Christ.
READER : THE PROVOST.

CAROL. W, The Congregation should sing the last verse by them-
selves, and the refrain throughout, 7
The Fivst Mowell, Old English
HE first Nowell that the Angel did say,
Was ro certain poor shepherds in fields where they lay;

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
In a cold winter’s night that was so deep:

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,

Born is the King of Israel.
They looked up and saw a Star,
Shining in the East, beyond them far;
And ro the carth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night:
And by the light of that same Star
There came three wise men from countries far;
To seek for a King was their intent,
And to follow the Star wheresoever it went:
This Star drew nigh to the North-West,
And at Bethlehem Jury she took up her rest;
And there she did both stop and stay
Right over the house where the King did lay:
Then entered in these wise men three,
Most reverently upon their knee,
And offered there, in his presence,
Both gold, and myrrh, and frankincense:
Now let us all with one accord
Sing praises (v our heavenly Lord,
Which hath made heaven und earth of naught,
And by his blood mankind hath boughr.

(., During the lasr verse, the Choir proceeds to the Aliar, and there sings

Cl
THE MAGNIFICAT.

Y soul doth magnify the Lord ;
my spirit evermore

rejoiceth in the Lord my Gob,
which is my Saviour.

And why? because He did regard
and gave respect unto

s0 base estate of His handmaid
and ler the mighty go.




NINTH LESSON GALATIANS 1V. 47
God maketh us sons through Christ.
READER : THE PROVOST.

CAROL. W, The Congregation should sing the last verse by them-
selves, and the refrain throughout, 7
The Fivst Mowell, Old English
HE first Nowell that the Angel did say,
Was ro certain poor shepherds in fields where they lay;

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
In a cold winter’s night that was so deep:

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,

Born is the King of Israel.
They looked up and saw a Star,
Shining in the East, beyond them far;
And ro the carth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night:
And by the light of that same Star
There came three wise men from countries far;
To seek for a King was their intent,
And to follow the Star wheresoever it went:
This Star drew nigh to the North-West,
And at Bethlehem Jury she took up her rest;
And there she did both stop and stay
Right over the house where the King did lay:
Then entered in these wise men three,
Most reverently upon their knee,
And offered there, in his presence,
Both gold, and myrrh, and frankincense:
Now let us all with one accord
Sing praises (v our heavenly Lord,
Which hath made heaven und earth of naught,
And by his blood mankind hath boughr.

(., During the lasr verse, the Choir proceeds to the Aliar, and there sings

Cl
THE MAGNIFICAT.

Y soul doth magnify the Lord ;
my spirit evermore

rejoiceth in the Lord my Gob,
which is my Saviour.

And why? because He did regard
and gave respect unto

s0 base estate of His handmaid
and ler the mighty go.




Unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels
bring us all. Amen.

NINTH LESSON  GALATIANS 1V. 4-7
God maketh us sons through Christ.
READER : THE PROVOST.

CAROL. W, The Congregation should sing the last verse by them-
selves, and the refrain throughout, 7
The Fivst Mowell, Old English
HE first Nowell that the Angel did say,
Was ro certain poor shepherds in fields where they lay;

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
In a cold winter’s night that was so deep:

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,

Born is the King of Israel.
They looked up and saw a Star,
Shining in the East, beyond them far;
And ro the carth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night:
And by the light of that same Star
There came three wise men from countries far;
To seek for a King was their intent,
And to follow the Star wheresoever it went:
This Star drew nigh to the North-West,
And at Bethlehem Jury she took up her rest;
And there she did both stop and stay
Right over the house where the King did lay:
Then entered in these wise men three,
Most reverently upon their knee,
And offered there, in his presence,
Both gold, and myrrh, and frankincense:
Now let us all with one accord
Sing praises (v our heavenly Lord,
Which hath made heaven und earth of naught,
And by his blood mankind hath boughr.

(., During the lasr verse, the Choir proceeds to the Aliar, and there sings

Y soul doth magnify the Lord ;
my spirit evermore

rejoiceth in the Lord my Gob,
which is my Saviour.

And why? because He did regard
and gave respect unto

s0 base estate of His handmaid
and ler the mighty go.




' Charles Wood
THE MAGNIFICAT. Vetsion of Stevmhete
& ffv‘-pn";:ns'
Y soul doth magnify the Lord; 6% Century
my spirit evermore ‘
rejoiceth in the Lord my Gob.
which is my Saviour. |
And why? because He did regard
and gave respect unto
sO base estate of His handmaid
and let the mighty go.

And calling to remembrance
His mercy every deal,
hath holpen up insistently
His servant Israel;
according to His promise made
to Abraham before,
and to his seed successively,
to stand for evermorc.




A Festival of Nine Lessons and
Carols in King’s College Chapel

upon Christmas Eve 1918




238 ETON AND KING’S

have been more than gravely cheerful. But 3
faithful party would assemble from Eton, my
tutor, Ainger, Ramsay, being the most constant
elements, to which a varying fringe was added of
friends who for once in a way were not keeping
a Christmas at home. It would be Christmas
Eve : we of the College surpliced ourselves and
repaired to Chapel. Choir and ante-chapel were
full, and dark. Just before the clock struck
five the boys would issue from their vestry on the
north side, the men from the Hacombleyn chantry
on the south ; last, the officers came from the
Brassie chantry, and, led by Walter Littlechild
with his silver verge, proceeded westwards and
took their stand near the south door. A faint
musical hum was heard, of the choir taking up the
note, and then—it seemed to give the very spirit
of Christmas—the boys broke quite softly into
“Once in Royal David’s city,” and began
moving eastward. With the second verse the
men joined in. I declare I do not know what
has moved me more than this did, and still does
when I recall it. The service went on. The
Lectionary gave us the 6oth of Isaiah, ¢ Arise,
shine, for thy light is come,” for the First
Lesson ; the 15th of Revelation, with the sea of
glassand the harpers, forthe Second. Theanthem
would be “ Prepare ye the way >’ (Wise) or
““ In dulci jubilo ”—* There the bells are ringing
In Regis curia”—and at the end of all there
would be two Carols ; these for choice, ‘“ Like




A Festival of Nine Lessons and
Carols 1in King’s College Chapel
upon Christmas Eve 1919

ORDER OF SERVICE

. This service was drawn up from sources ancient and
modern by Archbishop Benson for Cathedral use, the
Lessons, which tell the whole story of our Redemption,
being read in order by the Cathedral ministers from
chorister to Bishop. In this Chapel it is adapted also to
symbolise and express the loving bond between the rwo
Foundations of King Henry VI here and at Eton, the
goodwill between University and Town, and peace within
the whole Church of the Lord Jesus, as well the joy and
worship of us all at the coming of our Christ.

. A Collection will be made during the Carols after the
Third, Sixth and Ninth Lessons out of which grants will
be made to the Church of England Waifs and Strays
Society, and to the Cambridge Children’s Convalescent

Home at Hunstanton.




ONCE in royal David’s City,
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her Baby,

In a manger for His bed.
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus CHRIST her little child.




l \huoub Davizs, Mus. Doe., 1905.
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A Festival of Nine Lessonsand
Carols in King’s College Chapel
upon Christmas Eve 1923

ORDER OF SERVICE

Q. This service was drawn up from sources ancient and
modern by Archbishop Benson for Cathedral use, the
Lessons, which tell the whole story of our Redemption,
being read in order by the Cathedral munisters from
chorister to Bishop. In this Chapel it is adapted also to
symbolise and express the loving bond between the two
Foundations of King Henry VI here and at Eton, the
goodwill between University and Town, and peace within
the whole Church of the Lord Fesus, as well the joy and
worship of us all at the coming of our Christ.

@. A Collection will be made during the Carols after the
Third, Sixth and Ninth Lessons out of which grants will
be made to the Church of England Waifs and Strays
Society, and to the Cambridge Children’s Convalescent
Home at Hunstanton.
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Once in royal David’s city (congregation join for verses 5 & 6)
Bidding Prayer & Lord s Prayer
O little town of Bethlehem — Walford Davies
First Lesson — Genesis 3, verses 8-15 (Chorister)
In the bleak midwinter — Thomas Strong
1 92 8 Second Lesson — Genesis 22, verses 15-18 (Undergraduate)
I saw three ships — traditional
Third Lesson — Isaiah 9, verses 2 & 6-7 (Choral Scholar)
God rest you merry, gentlemen — traditional (choir verses 2 & 4)
Fourth Lesson — Micah 5, verses 2-4 (Bachelor of Arts)
Lullay my liking — Gustav Holst
The holly and the ivy — arranged by Walford Davies
Fifth Lesson — Luke 1, 26-33 & 38 (Fellow)
Shepherds, in the field abiding — Old Carol of Lorraine
Sixth Lesson — Matthew 1, verses 18-23 (Free Church Minister)
While shepherds watched — Este’s Psalter 1592
Seventh Lesson — Luke 11, verses 8-16 (Mayor s Chaplain)
I heard an infant weeping — 17th-century German
Little Jesus, sweetly sleep — Old Czech
Eighth Lesson — Matthew 11, verses 1-11 (Eton College Representative)
In dulci jubilo — 14th-century German
Ninth Lesson — John 1, verses 1-14 (Provost)
O come, all ye faithful — 18th century
Collect & Blessing
Hark! the herald Angels sing — Mendelssohn

Festival of
Nine Lessons & Carols
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Once in royal David’s city (congregation join for verses 5 & 6)
Bidding Prayer & Lord s Prayer
O little town of Bethlehem — Walford Davies
First Lesson — Genesis 3, verses 8-15 (Chorister)
In the bleak midwinter — Thomas Strong
1 92 8 Second Lesson — Genesis 22, verses 15-18 (Undergraduate)
I saw three ships — traditional
Third Lesson — Isaiah 9, verses 2 & 6-7 (Choral Scholar)
God rest you merry, gentlemen — traditional (choir verses 2 & 4)
Fourth Lesson — Micah 5, verses 2-4 (Bachelor of Arts)
Lullay my liking — Gustav Holst
The holly and the ivy — arranged by Walford Davies
Fifth Lesson — Luke 1, 26-33 & 38 (Fellow)
Shepherds, in the field abiding — Old Carol of Lorraine
Sixth Lesson — Matthew 1, verses 18-23 (Free Church Minister)
While shepherds watched — Este’s Psalter 1592
Seventh Lesson — Luke 11, verses 8-16 (Mayor s Chaplain)
I heard an infant weeping — 17th-century German
Little Jesus, sweetly sleep — Old Czech
Eighth Lesson — Matthew 11, verses 1-11 (Eton College Representative)
In dulci jubilo — 14th-century German
Ninth Lesson — John 1, verses 1-14 (Provost)
O come, all ye faithful — 18th century
Collect & Blessing
Hark! the herald Angels sing — Mendelssohn

Festival of
Nine Lessons & Carols



ROCKING

(NATIVITY)

ETTLE Jesus, sweetly sleep, do not stir ;
We will lend a coat of fur,
We will rock you, rock you, rock you,
We will rock you, rock you, rock you ;
See the fur to keep you warm,
Snugly round your tiny form.

2. Mary’s little baby, sleep, sweetly sleep,
Sleep in comfort, slumber deep ;
We will rock you, rock you, rock you, -
We will rock you, rock you, rock you :
We will serve you all we can,
Darling, darling little man.

Translation of the Czech carol, ‘ Hajej, nynjej’. This carol may well be sung twice,

(183 )




Part I — Traditional Carols with their proper tunes

Part II — Traditional Carol tunes set to other traditional texts
Part III — Traditional Carols with modern words

Part IV — Traditional words to modern tunes

Part V — Carols by modern writers and composers

Appendix — Additional folk tunes proper to material in Part I



Once in royal David’s city (congregation join for verses 5 & 6)
Bidding Prayer & Lord s Prayer
O little town of Bethlehem — Walford Davies
First Lesson — Genesis 3, verses 8-15 (Chorister)
In the bleak midwinter — Thomas Strong
1 92 8 Second Lesson — Genesis 22, verses 15-18 (Undergraduate)
I saw three ships — traditional
Third Lesson — Isaiah 9, verses 2 & 6-7 (Choral Scholar)
God rest you merry, gentlemen — traditional (choir verses 2 & 4)
Fourth Lesson — Micah 5, verses 2-4 (Bachelor of Arts)
Lullay my liking — Gustav Holst
The holly and the ivy — arranged by Walford Davies
Fifth Lesson — Luke 1, 26-33 & 38 (Fellow)
Shepherds, in the field abiding — Old Carol of Lorraine
Sixth Lesson — Matthew 1, verses 18-23 (Free Church Minister)
While shepherds watched — Este’s Psalter 1592
Seventh Lesson — Luke 11, verses 8-16 (Mayor s Chaplain)
I heard an infant weeping — 17th-century German
Little Jesus, sweetly sleep — Old Czech
Eighth Lesson — Matthew 11, verses 1-11 (Eton College Representative)
In dulci jubilo — 14th-century German
Ninth Lesson — John 1, verses 1-14 (Provost)
O come, all ye faithful — 18th century
Collect & Blessing
Hark! the herald Angels sing — Mendelssohn

Festival of
Nine Lessons & Carols



WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED

(CHRISTMAS)

o/

Traditional. Nahum Tate, 1652-1715.

HILE shepherds watched their flocks by night,
All seated on the ground,
The Angel of the Lord came down,
And glory shone around,
¢ Fear not,’ said he (for mighty dread
Had seized their troubled mind) ;
¢« Glad tidings of great joy I bring
To you and all mankind.

2 ¢To you in David’s town this day

Is born of David’s line

A Saviour, who is Christ the Lord ;
And this shall be the sign :

¢ The heavenly Babe you there shall find
To human view displayed,

All meanly wrapped in swathing bands,
And in a manger laid.’

3. Thus spake the Seraph : and forthwith

Appeared a shining throng

Of angels praising God, who thus
Addressed their joyful song :

¢ All glory be to God on high,
And to the earth be peace;

Good-will henceforth from heaven to men
Begin and never cease.’

This carol, which is better known as a hymn because of its incl

is here printed i9r the sake of the traditional tune proper to the woli?ilgn iltl i:llg%h&mhymlaaél:;
usually sung to * Winchester Old * from Este’s Psalter of 1592. The words first appearn'ed in
the Supplement to the New Version, the metrical version of the Psalms called * Tate and Brady *
by our forefathers, which appeared in 1696 and was ‘ allowed * by the King in Council, in lace
of the Oud Version of 1556 (‘ Sternhold and Hopkins *) ; the earliest Supplement was in ?700
::g:g gg:::aép;g_ ; “g:)i(l); BhftgthggTw?.?hed 'C, h};he Suppiement of 1782 added ‘ Hark the herald
F ] : al i - i .

Eaiuc Duicon: Besin: T , * Jesus ist is risen to-day * and * Glory to thee, my God,

5]




Lo, within a manger lies
He who built the starry skies;
He, who throned in height sublime,
Sits amid the Cherubim!
Hail! Thou ever-blessed, &c.

XXX. Pomn for Chrastmas Pay. -
/. Soto.* Say, ye holy Shepherds, say,
] N " ! ] ! o ——— What your joyful news to-day ;

* Treble or Tenor, or alternately.

Wherefore have ye left your sheep

¢ — ~ 1 ‘j = 'n G. ': o, I‘ = .
See a-mid the win-ter'ssnow, Born for us on earth be-low, On the lonely mountain steep ?
o Moderato. — T Hail! Thou ever-blessed, &c.
£3 T o T = i . | = Y

o4 ?'g,j e "

J = - = e il % T  Ag we watched at dead of night, .
P H /——-‘l . T 1% ? i’ ‘ r r r ﬁ Lo, we saw a wondrous light;
‘_‘_‘_«:J z = | Angels singing peace on earth

C:3 — e s - ! T S
=t = s Pt e ] Told us of the Saviour’s Birth.'

— i i t = Hail! Thou ever-blessed, &c.
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(words Kay Sutcliffe, tune John Goss)

It stands so proud, the wheel so still,

A ghostlike figure on the hill.

It seems so strange there is no sound
Now there are no men underground:
What will become of the pit yard
Where men once trampled, faces hard?
Tired and weary, their shift done,
Never having seen the sun.



PREFACE

AROLS are songs with a religious impulse that are simple,

4 hilarious, popular, and modern. They are ge:n.erally spon-
taneous and direct in expression, and their simplicity of _form
causes them sometimes to ramble on like a ballad. Carol litera-
ture and music are rich in true folk-poetry and remain fresh
and buoyant even when the subject is a grave one. But they
vary a good deal: some are narrative, some dram_atlc, some
personal, a few are secular; and ’Fllere are some whlcl} do not
possess all the typical characteristics. Simplicity, for instance,
was often lost in the conceits of Jacobean poets, who yet wrote
some charming carols.

Hilarity also has been sometimes forgotten, or obscured in
the texts. The word * Carol’ has a dancing origin, and once
meant to dance in a ring : it may go back, through the Old French
¢ caroler > and the Latin ¢ cHORAULA °, to the Greek  CHORAULES ’,
a flute-player for chorus dancing, and ultimately to the ‘ cHOROS
which was originally a circling dance and the origin of the Attic
drama. The carol, in fact, by forsaking the timeless contemplative
melodies of the Church, began the era of modern music, which
has throughout been based upon the dance. But, none the less;
joyfulness in the words has been sometimes discarded by those
who were professionally afraid of gaiety. Some French carols
were rewritten by well-meaning clergymen into frigid expositions
of edifying theology; some of the English tunes were used by
excellent Methodists of the eighteenth century to preach their
favourite doctrines. Before their time the British tendency to
lugubriousness had occasionally shown itself in the folk-carol :
but‘ even in such cases the dancing tunes remained, happily to
be!1e the words; and in France behind the ecclesiastical pro-
priety of modern noéls there lurk many carols like ¢ Guillo, pran
ten tamborin ’ (No. 82) to bear witness to the spirit of a more
spontaneous and undoubting faith.

The typical carol gives voice to the common emotions of healthy
people in language that can be understood and music that can be
shar.ed.by all. Because it is popular it is therefore genial as well
as s1mp1'e ; it dances because it is so Christian, echoing St. Paul’s
conception of the fruits of the Spirit in its challenge to be merry—

v




142 CHILDREN’S SONG OF THE NATIVITY

In moderate time. Voices in Unison. (R. V. W.)
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1 How far isit to Beth - le-hem? Not ve- ry  far,
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Shall we find the sta-bleroom Lit by a star?
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2-Can we see the lit - tle child, Is he with-in?

(Omit in v. 7.
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Here, on his bed of straw Sleep, chil-dren, sleep.

For v. 7 repeat music of v. 2.
Frances Chesterton.

OW far is it to Bethlehem ? 4 If we touch his tiny hand

English Traditional.

Not very far. Will he awake ?
Shall we find the stable-room Will he know we’ve come so far
Lit by a star ? Just for his sake ?
2 Can we see the little child, 5 Great kings have precious gifts,
Is he within ? And we have naught,
If we lift the wooden latch Little smiles and little tears
May we go in ? Are all we brought.

3 May we stroke the creatures there, 6 For all weary children
Ox, ass, or sheep ? Mary must weep.
May we peep like them and see Here, on his bed of straw
Jesus asleep ? Sleep, children, sleep.

7. God in his mother’s arms,
Babes in the byre,
Sleep, as they sleep who find
Their heart’s desire.

This appears in the children’s section of Songs of Praise (426). We reprint it here,
because with its folk-tune ‘ Stowey * it is too much of a carol to be omitted.

( 287)




NOTES ON THE USE OF CAROLS

gervice should last from one hour to an hour and g
€ a quarter

at it should take something lik bu : .
and th take something like the followino P » but not longer ;
D U

1, Short Prayer ; 2, Hymn or Carol ; 8, First Readi «

Poetry ; 6, Carol B ; 7, Notices ; 8, Carol Z‘ : ‘) %:dd‘l“m 4", prgridt
Pt e Hyn,m‘ ;1: C?;n ]{o:‘ulmg; 10, Carol
D; 1L arol ; 18, Lord’s Prayer

n this scheme, perhaps t < : :
fog a choir or qua"rfet, zu}l)z ﬂizs((:rllr]?iilr)naﬂzcg SN e e
g D i foll. e c210§ 1, ;1121(1 }) of a m(:rc congregational
further increased. Should s;ill more‘ ;3'11' (ill( Be iAot

= : arols be wanted, a solo carol might be
substﬁut(:d so.mctlmcs for No. 5, or for some other number. The First
Reading in this example is from the Bible, the Second is from some other
source, as a rule. All the readings and other parts are meant to be short—
about the length of the Gospels in the Prayer Book, It has been found that
improvised versicles and responses have a remarkable effect upon the general
tone of these gatherings ; they may be taken from the carol itself, announced
when it is given out, and then repeated by the person in charge and the people
before the carol is sung. Sometimes the refrain can be thus used, some-
times the opening lines, sometimes another couplet from the carol. The
congregation can also be brought in by some Verses being allotted to them,

as well as by their joining in the choruses.




3.00 A Festival of Nine Lessons
and Carols

RT The traditional service broadcast live
from the chapel of King's College,
Cambridge. Producer Philip Billson

For order of service see Radio 3 tomorrow 2pm

Festive highlights: pages 248-249

4.30 Great Lives
4/8. Times journalist Janice Turner sings
oraises of Enid Blyton (1897-1968), in the

Radio Times
BBC Radio 4

24 December 2019



185 WITHER'S ROCKING HYMN
(GENERAL)
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Soro. Lento con moto. R. VavcEAN WILLI
ot

gﬂ“o?#qﬂ_—d&l f Iﬂgzllix =5 —ﬁ
e e ;e .

1
==

1 Sweet ba-by, sleep! What ails my dear? What ails my dar - ling
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My pret-ty lamb, for-

Pp Chorus unaccompanied.
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- bear to weep; Be still, my dear ;

sweet ba - by, sleep.
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sweet ba = by, sleep.

[Copyright, 1928, by B. Vanughan Williams]

R. Vaughan Williams.
WEET baby, sleep ! What ails

my dear ? :
What ails my darling thus to
cry ? :
Be stilbl[, my child, and lend thine
ear

To hear me sing thy lullaby.
My pretty lamb, forbear to
weep ;
Be still, my dear; sweet
baby, sleep.

2 Whilst thus thy lullaby I sing,
For thee great blessings ripening

be ;
Thine Eldest Brother is a King,
And hath a kingdom bought for
thee,
Sweet baby, then, forbear to
weep ;

Be still, my babe; sweet
baby, sleep.

8 When God with us
here,
In little babes he took delight :
ue Innocents as thou, my
dear,
T ever precious in his sight.
Sweet baby, then, forbear to
weep 3
Be still, my babe; sweet
baby, slecp.,

was dwelling

IGIG;O Tee Wither’s most

. famous lyrics were early written, ¢ Shall T wast
o became a Puritan in 1623, and was raising a troo’p of horse in 16

Wwas in Halelujah, 1641,

George Wither, 1588-1667.

4, A little infant ence was he,
And strength in weakness then
was laid
Upon his virgin mother’s knee,
That power to thee might be
conveyed.
Sweet baby, then, forbear to
weep. ;
Be still, my babe : sweet
baby, sleep.

5 The King of kings, when he was

born,
Had not so much for outward
ease ;
By him such dressings were not
worn,
Nor suchlike swaddling-clothes
as these.
Sweet baby, then, forbear to

weep 3
Be still, my babe; sweet
baby, sleep.

6. The wants that he did then sustain
Have purchased wealth, my
babe, for thee 3
And by his torments and his pain
Thy rest and ease securéd be.,
My baby, then, forbear to
weep ;
Be still, my babe : sweet
baby, sleep.

ing in despair’ in
42. The ‘ Rocking
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THE ENGLISH CAROL BOOK
Roses and Thorns 21 Legend
The young child Jesus had a garden THE CROWN OF RosEs

Words translated from the Russian by Tune and Setting by
GEOFFREY DEARMER, P. TsCHAIKOWSKY.
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The Crown of Roses
When Jesus Christ was yet a child




Richard Stoddard Geoffrey Dearmer

They took the thorns, and made a crown, Then of the thorns they made a crown,
And placed it on his shining head; And with rough fingers pressed it down,
And where the roses should have shone Till on his forehead fair and young
Were little drops of blood 1nstead! Red drops of blood like roses sprung.



IR CROWN OF ROSES
{Tachalkovaky's * Legend )
(DENERAL)
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187 MID-WINTER

(CHRISTMAS)

In moderate time. GusTAv Horgy,

— Qzﬂ
*l?: —

The metre of this hymn is ifreqular. The music as printed is that of the first verse
and it can easily be adapted to the otker:‘ " Vi ;
( 408 )

Verses 2 and 8 run :
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Our God, heavencan-not  hold him Nor earth sus -

E - nough for him, whom Cher - u - bim Wor-ship night and
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- tain ; Heaven and earth shall flee a - way
day, A  breast - ful of milk, And a
72 0] T N
i f ] | o — s
O — =
¥ ' | l ]
When he comes to reign: In the bleak mid -
man - ger - ful of hay; E - nough for him, whogl
c.
G. Holst. Christina Rossetti, 1830—94.

N the bleak mid-winter
Frosty wind made moan,

Earth stood hard as iron,
Water like a stone ;

Snow had fallen, snow on Snow,
Snow on snow, Fall down before,

In the bleak mid-winter, The ox and ass and camel
Long ago. Which adore.

3 Enough for him, whom Cherubim
Worship night and day,
A breastful of milk,
And a mangerful of hay ;
Enough for him, whom Angels

2 Our God, heaven cannot hold him 4 Angels and Archangels
Nor earth sustain ; May have gathered there,
Heaven and earth shall flee away Cherubim and Seraphim
When he comes to reign : Thronged the air :
In the bleak mid-winter But only his mother
A stable-place sufficed In her maiden bliss

The Lord God Almighty Worshipped the Beloved
Jesus Christ. With a kiss.

5. What can I give him,

Poor as I am ?

If I were a shepherd
I would bring a lamb ;

If T were a wise man
I would do my part ;

Yet what I can I give him—
Give my heart. . e

This poem, with its tune from the English H: ! and ise, 1 g
that we feel 'bound to include it here algol. i end g r el R .

( 409 )




0 LITTLE TOY

(CHRISTMAS EVE : CHRIETMAR)

In moderale (ime.

The silent !-.|:,L go b
Yet in thy dark streets
The everlasting light 3
The hope iears of all the vears
in thee to-nigl




Dean Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things
earthly and heavenly, fill you with peace and goodwill, and
make you partakers of the divine nature; and the blessing
of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,

be amongst you and remain with you always.

All

Amen.
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(. Then all standing shall be said this Bidding Prayer:
THE RIDDING PRAYLR.

Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmas Eve our carc and delight
to prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the Angcls, and
in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and sec this thing
which is come to pass, and the Babe lying m a manger.

Therefore let us hear again from Holy Scripture the tale of the
loving purposes of Gon from the first days of our sin unto the glorious
Redemption brought us by this Holy Child: and let us make this
Chapel, dedicated to His pure and lowly Mother, glad with our
carols of praise.

But first, because this of all things would rejoice His heart, let
us pray to Ilim for the needs of the whole world, and all His people;
for peace upon the earth He came (o save; for love and unity within
(he one Church He did build; for brotherhood and goodwill amongst
all men, and cspecially within the dominions of our sovereign lord
King George, within this University and Town of Cambridge, and
in the two royal and religious Foundations of King Henry VI here
and at Eton.

And particularly at this time let us remember before Him the
poor, the cold, the hungry, the oppressed; the sick and them that
mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children;
all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love Him not, or who
by sin have grieved ITis heart of love.

Lastly let us remember before Him them who rejoice with us,
but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which
no man can number, whose hope was in the Word made ficsh,
and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we lor evermore ar¢ onc.
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