
1928

Annus Mirabilis
of the Christmas Carol

Jeremy Summerly































Once in royal David’s city (congregation join for verses 5 & 6)
Bidding Prayer & Lord’s Prayer
O little town of Bethlehem – Walford Davies
First Lesson – Genesis 3, verses 8-15 (Chorister)
In the bleak midwinter – Thomas Strong
Second Lesson – Genesis 22, verses 15-18 (Undergraduate)
I saw three ships – traditional
Third Lesson – Isaiah 9, verses 2 & 6-7 (Choral Scholar)
God rest you merry, gentlemen – traditional (choir verses 2 & 4)
Fourth Lesson – Micah 5, verses 2-4 (Bachelor of Arts)
Lullay my liking – Gustav Holst
The holly and the ivy – arranged by Walford Davies
Fifth Lesson – Luke 1, 26-33 & 38 (Fellow)
Shepherds, in the field abiding – Old Carol of Lorraine
Sixth Lesson – Matthew 1, verses 18-23 (Free Church Minister)
While shepherds watched – Este’s Psalter 1592
Seventh Lesson – Luke 11, verses 8-16 (Mayor’s Chaplain)
I heard an infant weeping – 17th-century German
Little Jesus, sweetly sleep – Old Czech
Eighth Lesson – Matthew 11, verses 1-11 (Eton College Representative)
In dulci jubilo – 14th-century German
Ninth Lesson – John 1, verses 1-14 (Provost)
O come, all ye faithful – 18th century
Collect & Blessing
Hark! the herald Angels sing – Mendelssohn
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Oxford Book of Carols (1928)

Part I – Traditional Carols with their proper tunes
Part II – Traditional Carol tunes set to other traditional texts
Part III – Traditional Carols with modern words
Part IV – Traditional words to modern tunes
Part V – Carols by modern writers and composers

Appendix – Additional folk tunes proper to material in Part I
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Coal not dole
(words Kay Sutcliffe, tune John Goss)

It stands so proud, the wheel so still,
A ghostlike figure on the hill.
It seems so strange there is no sound
Now there are no men underground:
What will become of the pit yard
Where men once trampled, faces hard?
Tired and weary, their shift done,
Never having seen the sun.
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24 December 2019





Roses and Thorns
The young child Jesus had a garden

Легенда
Был у Христа-младенца сад

The Crown of Roses
When Jesus Christ was yet a child



Richard Stoddard Geoffrey Dearmer

They took the thorns, and made a crown, Then of the thorns they made a crown, 
And placed it on his shining head; And with rough fingers pressed it down,
And where the roses should have shone Till on his forehead fair and young
Were little drops of blood instead! Red drops of blood like roses sprung.
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