ATROCITY AND RELIGION

1he Japanese Martyrs
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Francis Xavier
(1506-52), co-
founder of the
Socilety of Jesus
(Jesuits):
a 17%-century
Japanese portrait




i ACTLCT T,
o

= .

T R A D AT







i ACTLCT T,
o

= .

T R A D AT




da Nobunaga

1534-1582)

(-

- 7
> ¥,
&l )
x i . i * ¥ | i
= = 2 . s -




Alessandro
Valignano (1539-
16006), Jesuit
Visitor of the East
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Japanese Christianity under Toyotom: Hideyoshi

e 1587: anti-Christian edict, not enforced

* 1591: Valignano meets Hideyoshi

* 1593: arrival of Spanish Franciscans

* 1594: Franciscan church in Nagasaki

* 1596: San Felpe incident

* 1597, 5 February: crucifixion of 26 Christians
* 1598, 18 Sept.: death of Hideyoshi




Tokugawa Ieyasu (1543-
1616), tounder of the

Tokugawa Shogunate




The Christian band have come to Japan, not only
sending their merchant vessels to exchange
commodities, but also longing to disseminate an
evil law, to overthrow right doctrine, so that they
may change the government of the country and
obtain possession of the land. ... These must be
instantly swept out, so that not an inch ot soil
remains to them in Japan.

Tokugawa Ieyasu’s decree of 1614



Christianity in Tokugawa Japan

1614: anti-Christian decree

1616-23: rising persecution and ban on foreign contacts
1622, 22 Sept.: 55 executions in Nagasaki

1623, December: 89 killed in two mass executions

1627: intensification of persecution, shift to use of torture
1627-34: c. 1200 executions
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Christianity in Tokugawa Japan

1614: anti-Christian decree

1616-23: rising persecution and ban on foreign contacts
1622, 22 Sept.: 55 executions in Nagasaki

1623, December: 89 killed in two mass executions

1627: intensification of persecution, shift to use of torture

1627-34: c. 1200 executions
1637-8: Shimabara rebellion on Kyushu



Banner of the

Shimabara rebels




Fumi-e images, worn by trampling
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RELATIONE

DELLA GLORIOSA
MORTE

DI XXVI. POSTI IN CROCE

Per comandamento del Redi Giappone, alli 5.di Febraio
1597 de quali fei furno Religioft di San Fran-
cefco, tre della Compagnia di Giesi,&r dici-
fette Chriftiani Giapponefs

Mandata dal Padre Llll"'i Frois alli 15. dt Marzoal R. P.
Cravpio Acaovaviva Generale
diderta Compaenia.

"e

£t farta in It n’f AR u'z P (_.- fparo Spizilli di Campli

ocim i A I AN
Nella Stampa 1 del quun. Pacifico Poatio. 1 5)17.-

#id inflanzadi Pietro Martire Locarni , & Gieronim®,
Bordone. Conlicengade Superiors.
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A BRIEFE

RELATION
OF THE PERSECVTION
LATELY MADE

Agamﬂ: thé Catholike Chriftians, in the
l\mgdome: of IAPONITA,

Diuidedinto two Bookes .

“Taken out of the Annuall Letters of the Fathers of
the Sociéty of IES Vs, and other Authenticall -
Informations. W mtm in Spanifh,and prin-
ted firft at Mexicoin the Wefl Indies, the

yeare of Chrift M.pC. . %v1,

AND -
Newly tranflatedinto English by ‘4(’ W. Geng ¢
THE FIRST P‘ R To




They be falsely slandered and calumniated in
many thinges by the Devil’s ministers, and so
be you: they be persecuted for their Religion,
many of them to death and more to loss of

goods, by the enemies of Christ and his holy
Church; and so be you. ...

“To All That Sutfer Persecution In England For
Catholic Religion’; pretace to Pedro Motrejon, A briefe
relation of the persecution .. in the kingdome of laponia (1619)



... Finally they for their valour and constancy
in God’s cause be famous in all those parts of
the world, yea, and 1n Europe also; and you for
yours be no lesse glorious, both 1n all Europe,
and 1n the rest of the Christian world.

“To All That Sutfer Persecution In England For
Catholic Religion’; pretace to Pedro Motrejon, A briefe
relation of the persecution .. in the kingdome of laponia (1619)



Be more careful to commend 1n your prayers
to Almighty God the necessities of those poor
attlicted Christians, your Brethren, as also
more willing to imitate their admirable
examples of valour and courage in the cause of

Christ.

“To All That Sutfer Persecution In England For
Catholic Religion’; pretace to Pedro Motrejon, A briefe
relation of the persecution .. in the kingdome of laponia (1619)



gt
ool

A BRIEFE

RELATION
OF THE PERSECVTION
LATELY MADE

Agamﬂ: thé Catholike Chriftians, in the
l\mgdome: of IAPONITA,

Diuidedinto two Bookes .

“Taken out of the Annuall Letters of the Fathers of
the Sociéty of IES Vs, and other Authenticall -
Informations. W mtm in Spanifh,and prin-
ted firft at Mexicoin the Wefl Indies, the

yeare of Chrift M.pC. . %v1,

AND -
Newly tranflatedinto English by ‘4(’ W. Geng ¢
THE FIRST P‘ R To




Their resolution is all the more to be admired,
since they knew so little of God’s word, so

t]

nat one might term it stubbornness rather

t]

han steadfastness. ... It 1s indeed

extraordinary that amongst them are so many
who remain steadfast to the end, and endure
so many insutterable torments, in despite of
their scanty knowledge of the Holy Scriptures.

Reyer Gysbertsz, De Tyrannie ende Wreedtheden der
Jappanen (Amsterdam, 1637)
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Modern
memorial at

Senninzuka,

Ikitsuki
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The
Basilica of
the

Martyrs,
Nagasaki
















Takashi Nagai
(1908-51)




So many martyrdoms, uninterrupted
persecution and the atomic bomb ... these are
the trials that tell of the glory of God. ... Was
not Urakami — the most sacred place 1n all
Japan — chosen as a victim, a pure lamb that
had to be slaughtered and burned on the altar
of sacrifice to expiate this sin of humanity, the

World War?

Takashi Nagat, The Bells of Nagasak: (1948)






A\
I'he Scene of the Memorial Service Held at the Urakami
Roman Cathoric Cathedral,
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