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‘In the churchyard of this village is a 
yew tree whose aspect bespeaks it to be 
of great age: it seems to have seen 
several centuries, and is probably 
coeval with the church, and therefore 
may be deemed an antiquity: the body 
is squat, short and thick, and measures 
twenty-three feet in girth, supporting an 
head of suitable extent to its bulk. This 
is a male tree, which in the spring 
sheds clouds of dust and fills the 
atmosphere with its farina.’

Gilbert White, Natural History and Antiquities of 
Selbourne (1789)http://www.hampshire-history.com/the-great-yew-of-selborne/



Cusack, C. M. "Scotland’s Sacred Tree: The Fortingall Yew." Journal of the Sydney Society for Scottish History 14 (2013).







https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:St_Mary_Magdalene%27s_Church,_Bolney_(Lychgate).JPG



Yorkshire 234
Ordnance Survey. Six-inch to the mile

Surveyed 1846 to 1848, Published 1852

Yorkshire CCXXXIV.SE
Ordnance Survey. Six-inch to the mile Revised 1938

Published 1947





Yorkshire 71 
Ordnance Survey. Six-inch to the mile, Surveyed 1854, Published: 1857











“Some of our mountain hamlets are far 
from the parish church, which has 
given rise to the “corpse road,” which 
goes straight a lance to the village 
centre … But the official who dared to 
meddle with the corpse road, even 
though it might not be sued once in 
twenty years, was in for dire trouble”.  

W. Palmer, Odd Yarns of English Lakelanad 1915: 37

























Wm. Self. Weeks. "Public Right of Way Believed to Be Created by the Passage of a Corpse." Folklore (1928): 393-398.



Vickery, A. R. "Funerals Prohibited." Folklore 88.2 (1977): 240.



From L. R. Phelps, Oriel College, Oxford " In many parishes the 
church path is a familiar feature. Where I knew it best, at Littleworth, 
in Berkshire, it connected an outlying hamlet with its parish church at 
Farringdon, some two miles off. The characteristic of a ' church path ' 
is that it is never ploughed over, but stands out from the field, hard 
and dry, and of a width sufficient to allow the bearers of a coffin to 
walk abreast along it. Now, the tradition which I heard as a boy in 
Kent was that when a funeral had passed along an existing path, the 
path could not be ploughed over, and was thus distinguished from 
the ordinary path, which had to be trodden out afresh from time to 
time. Perhaps we have here a stage in the growth of the legend that 
the passage of a coffin can make a right of way.

Wm. Self. Weeks. "Public Right of Way Believed to Be Created by the Passage of a Corpse." Folklore (1928): 393-398.





Berkshire VIII
Series: Ordnance Survey. Six-inch to the mile Surveyed 1876 to 1877, Published 1883
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