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Adrian IV 

(1154-9), the 

English pope 

who made the 

English king 

lord of Ireland



The people of Ireland under English rule

• Anglo-Irish (‘Old English’) minority based in Dublin and the 

east and south

• Gaelic Irish (‘Wild Irish’) majority, everywhere but especially 

in the west and north



Henry VIII (r. 

1509-47), 

Supreme Head of 

the Church of 

England from 

1534, 

King of Ireland 

from 1541





Hugh O’Neill, earl of 

Tyrone and aspirant 

High King of Ireland 

(1550-1616)





Thomas 

Wentworth, 

lord deputy of 

Ireland 1632-9



William Bedell (1571-

1642), Protestant bishop 

of Kilmore



























Oliver 

Cromwell 

(1599-1658), 

in Ireland 

1649-50



. Dublin

. Drogheda





Cromwell’s account of the taking of Drogheda

• In the heat of the action, I forbade them to spare any that 

were in arms in the town. ...

• I believe we put to the sword the whole number of the 

defendants. I do not think Thirty of the whole number 

escaped with their lives.



. Dublin

. Drogheda

. Wexford





Cromwell’s account of the taking of Drogheda

• In the heat of the action, I forbade them to spare any that 

were in arms in the town. ...

• I believe we put to the sword the whole number of the 

defendants. I do not think Thirty of the whole number 

escaped with their lives.

• I am persuaded that this is a righteous judgement of God on 

these barbarous wretches, who have imbrued their hands with 

so much innocent blood; and that it will tend to prevent the 

effusion of blood for the future.
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