ATROCITY AND RELIGION
IN EUROPEAN MEMORY

Choosing Religions Atrocities
in lreland

Alec Ryrie



Adrian IV
(1154-9), the
English pope

who made the
FEnglish king
lotrd of Ireland



The people of Ireland under English rule

* Anglo-Irish (‘Old English’) minority based in Dublin and the
east and south

* Gaelic Irish ("Wild Irish’) majority, everywhere but especially
in the west and north
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Hugh O’Netll, earl of

Tyrone and aspirant

High King of Ireland
(1550-1616)







Thomas
Wentworth,
lord deputy of
Ireland 1632-9




William Bedell (

571-

1642), Protestant |
of Kilmore

bishop
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Comparyer of the Rebelly ﬂzfz’fz/y with the
7

Erglytt flyinge for their Lnes falling dowrne
bifore theme tryinge for merey thruft theire
ir2to their Childrens bellyer & threw them into

the water.




The b Rebeliton.
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THE

Iri{h Rebellion:
AN HISTORY

Of the Beginnings and firft Pro-
grefle of the Generall R ebeliion raifed

withintheKingdom of I e, A N D, upon

- the three and twentieth.day of Oitober,
in the Year, 1 6 4 1.

TOGETHER
VVith the Barbarous Cruelties and Bloody

‘Maﬂ‘acrcs which enfued thcrcupon.

BySirlorx Temrr s Knight.
Mafter of the Rolles , and one of his Majefties

moft honourable Privie Councell within the
Kingdom of Irrianb.

LONDON,
Printed by R. White for Samuer GeLrip RAND, at

‘WM ., the Brafen Sexpentin Panls Church-yard.
2%, I 6 4 6.







 DROWHNING ™= PROTESTANTS
IN RIVER BANN (PORTADOWN)







Oliver
Cromwell
(1599-1658),

in Ireland

1649-50




Drogheda
blin
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Cromwell’s account of the taking ot Drogheda

* In the heat of the action, I forbade them to spare any that
were in arms 1n the town. ...

* I believe we put to the sword the whole number of the
defendants. I do not think Thirty of the whole number
escaped with their lives.



Drogheda
blin

; -, Wexford

B

1

&
W
/{"'.

1

Coonvriaht 2008 Geoloav com






Cromwell’s account of the taking ot Drogheda

* In the heat of the action, I forbade them to spare any that
were in arms 1n the town. ...

* I believe we put to the sword the whole number of the
defendants. I do not think Thirty of the whole number
escaped with their lives.

* ] am persuaded that this is a righteous judgement of God on
these barbarous wretches, who have imbrued their hands with
so much innocent blood; and that it will tend to prevent the
effusion of blood for the future.
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