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Dear Sir, I certainly agree
with those who praise the BBC.
A pair of ’phones, a crystal set,
ten bob a year – for this I get
a store of knowledge, wealth of fun,
to cheer me when the day’s work’s done.
Whatever other folk may say
I thoroughly enjoy a play,
while comedy and bright revues
are just the things to banish ‘blues’.
Lowbrow I’d be considered as
because I’m rather fond of jazz –
but highbrow too! – I love each note
of music which great masters wrote.

By foreign talks I strive to learn,
I’m there when opera takes its turn.
For weather forecasts, news reports,
for talks on travel and on sports.
When Mr Baldwin ‘takes the air’
or when the Prince is in the chair
I listen in; by Greenwich Time
I set my watch, and Big Ben’s chime.
I listen to the church bells ring,
I hear the congregation sing,
and from the broadcast pulpit glean
comfort from him who speaks unseen.
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7.10 pm
15 June 1920

Marconi Wireless & Telegraph Company
New Street, Chelmsford



‘Have I done the world good,
or have I added a menace?’

(Marconi, 1934)



‘Savoy Hill’ at 2 Savoy Place, off London’s Strand
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Rutland Boughton
The Immortal Hour (1914)
text adapted from Fiona Macleod
(pseudonym of William Sharp)

Green fire of Joy, green fire of Life,
Be with you through the stress and strife,
Be with you through the shadow and shine,
The immortal Ichor, the immortal Wine!

Drink deep of the immortal wine,
It gives the laughter to the strife;
Drink deep, and through the shadow and shine
Rejoice in the Green Fire of Life!





The Morning of the Year
Gustav Holst

premièred RAH 17 March 1927
first BBC commission

The Voice of Nature
I am that which did men make,
I am that which men follow,
Seek and follow me,
You who would live and love. 



Queen’s Hall, Langham Place











King George V
25 December 1932 (extract)

I speak now from my home
and from my heart to you all:
to men and women
so cut off by the snow, the desert, or the sea
that only voices out of the air can reach them;
to all, to each, I wish a Happy Christmas.
God bless you!









Reginald Foort
BBC Theatre Organist 1936-38

‘Now I’ll give you a representation of a storm…’

‘I could even give you a dog fight…’

‘But I expect the most popular music
that will be played on this organ
will be rhythmic music like this…’









9.00 am Sunday 29 July 1945 (VE + 82)

Tom Chalmers:
Good morning everyone.
This is the BBC Light Programme
on wavelengths of 1,500 and 261 metres.
It’s the first time we’ve said those words
‘BBC Light Programme’,
which we hope are going to mean for you now, 
and in the days to come,
all that is best in radio entertainment
from 9 o’clock in the morning to midnight.
Now I’m handing over the microphone to
a colleague, who will bring you the news.

Alvar Lidell:
Japanese warships, damaged in Tuesday’s…







Doda Conrad
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1945 recording (CA & NY)
released March 1946

on two 78s



re-released in 1948
as the first LP (10-inch)





the first 12-inch LP
21 June 1948
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