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WHAT IS MEANT 
BY 

“EVIL” 
&

“WOMEN”?



EVIL IS ALWAYS 
RELATIONAL, 

NOT ABSTRACT



PRIMARY
WITCHING

MONSTROUS
SEXUAL 

INSTITUTIONALISED
& RADICAL 

FORMS OF EVIL





PAULINE 
NYIRAMASUHUKO

CHEERING ADOLF 
HITLER



MORAL EVILS NOT 
ONLY HARM THE 

IMMEDIATE VICTIMS: 
THEY ALSO HAVE 
WIDER CULTURAL 

EFFECTS.



“WHAT IS MEANT 
BY EVIL WOMEN?”



KIMBERLÉ CRENSHAW & 
INTERSECTIONALITY



THE COMPOUNDING EFFECTS OF GENDER, 
RACE, CLASS, CASTE, RELIGION, (DIS)ABILITY, 

SEXUALITY, AGE, GENERATION, AND SO ON



FOUCAULT’S 
GENEALOGICAL 

HISTORIES





GENESIS 3:6 

“AND WHEN THE WOMAN SAW THAT THE 
TREE WAS GOOD FOR FOOD, AND THAT IT 
WAS PLEASANT TO THE EYES, AND A TREE 
TO BE DESIRED TO MAKE ONE WISE, SHE 

TOOK OF THE FRUIT THEREOF, AND DID EAT, 
AND GAVE ALSO UNTO HER HUSBAND 

WITH HER; AND HE DID EAT.”



MALUM IS THE WORD FOR 
BOTH EVIL & APPLE IN LATIN



GENESIS 3:16

“I WILL GREATLY MULTIPLY THY SORROW AND 
THY CONCEPTION; IN SORROW THOU SHALT 

BRING FORTH CHILDREN; AND THY DESIRE 
SHALL BE TO THY HUSBAND, AND HE SHALL 

RULE OVER THEE.”







CHRISTINA ROSSETTI’S “EVE”

“AS A TREE MY SIN STANDS
TO DARKEN ALL LANDS;

DEATH IS THE FRUIT IT BORE….



Charlotte M. Yonge 





TWO STORIES OF 
CREATION IN THE 
BOOK OF GENESIS



“THEREFORE SHALL A MAN LEAVE HIS FATHER 
AND HIS MOTHER, AND SHALL CLEAVE UNTO 
HIS WIFE: AND THEY SHALL BE ONE FLESH” 

(GENESIS 2:24) 

“THY DESIRE SHALL BE TO THY HUSBAND, AND 
HE SHALL RULE OVER THEE” 

(GENESIS 3:16)





MILLICENT GARRETT FAWCETT IN 1878 

“ ‘ADAM WAS FIRST MADE, THEN EVE’…

‘ADAM FIRST HAD HOUSEHOLD  
SUFFRAGE, THEN EVE’; 

OR ‘ADAM FIRST STUDIED MEDICINE, 
THEN EVE’.”



ELIZABETH CADY STANTON’S 
THE WOMAN’S BIBLE (1895 & 1898)



BACK TO THE “TWO CREATIONS” 
ARGUMENT



“EVE TEASING”
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