CHINA THROUGH MEDIA

Gresham College Lecture 01 Dec 2020
Hugo de Burgh # 7 &

For Western governments and firms, coping with China is an ever more pressing concern.
To respond wisely, they need to understand what makes China tick. The Economist 28"
November 2020 p55
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Reticent Truth 7% 2 44 A 48

Aiqiyi platform 2020: Available in English as The Long Night




T BK 69 ELAR

Reticent Truth. Aiqiyi Platform 2020
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Bao Gong &, />. His modern counterpart.

The hero of public spirit and probity in historical drama, in children’s storybooks and on screen today
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PANDEMIC on
screen

(Aigiyi) A Chinese Doctor S& KER

(CGTV) Lockdown: One
Month in Wuhan

(CCTV) Fighting Covid19

WS W e
e o . N "‘ “
(CGTN drama) With you : S e a”i“’:'l' 1)
> g i | s 1 22 BT ”'V‘




g - IS0 of -
S B e SRS o -

=
R
%
=
—_—
-

’s

Trollope writes A CIVIL

E LT

i’s THIS IS

—
’

e e

Governance and the world:
Zhang Weiwei

iX
Governance &

development: China
SERVANT’S DIARY

CHINA



Well

’s

ARBEHF All

ife & women:

ily |

Fam



Professional
SNS

Online

¢N¥Nrenren

ZAHOO), MESSAGE BOARDS

E S0 WeSnK o

. =i douba
"IR
»

Swm DIoyTAL
W KA
o

Sharing

verview of the system



The Networksphere

900 million Internet users and

1.3 billion mobile phones

60% Internet users watch TV online

Biggest take-up of e-commerce and use of
mobiles for news and entertainment
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INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM AND SOCIAL MEDIA: CUI'S BLOG
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Eight cases in Chinese watchdog journal’

1 0

Heydey of |J in 1990s.

Every TV station and many
newspapers.

Since 2013 much diminished
but some spectacular
investigations.



TIK TOK!

Technology lets you do it: should you?




Tik Tok hosts China’s biggest lipstick salesman




2,000 newspapers
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10,000 magazines
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Current Affairs

« Truth Seeking K s
(formerly Red Flag)
« Finance Mm%
« New Finance %
« China Weekly
¥ & JF

e Xinmin Weekly '
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Foreign fash|on magazmes

 Elle China
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« Cosmopolitan
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e 1.2 billion
access TV

* more broadcast
channels than
any other
country

* average citizen
watching TV 3
hrs per day,
mostly
entertainment
shows and
drama

SCREEN
MEDIA
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e CCTV dominates News
coverage

Before President Xi, the
national media had
more autonomy but Xi
has tightened political
control

T -1 Bl 2019.6.30 + Simulcast News #f ] %
#, daily 7pm to 400
million followed by the
provincial or local news

37 5] B2 #5 National News
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Talking everything through: Weirdo says.......



Youth chat shows: 3% » & After Class

This is the set of a chat show, launched last year. And some of the production team.



Talent shows:

FEEAF
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DimensionNova

* First virtual
talent show

* Three
‘celebrity’
judges

e 32 Virtual
contestants
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*It is very silly to assume that
China’s vital interests mirror
those of the United States.
China and the west are
separated by deeply
different civilizational values
and it is essential to

understand that. I

 Allison Graham (2017) Destined for War: Cm{
America and China Escape Thucydides’Typ?




Dating show
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don’t bother me if

not sincere

“Do you like girls who get pléé;s;ure

from making you suffer?
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Forget-me-not-café

5 people with Alzheimer's run a café,
managed by actor Huang Bo Z7)

Shot in a seaside village in Shenzhen

Very high ratings, especially among young
people

Sponsored by largest mineral water company










st century family life :
Good Husbands
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the first half of my life

2 female friends, 1 a housewife, 1 highflier

Housewife’s husband shacks up with
colleague

Housewife divorces, starts from bottom

Housewife then has to resolve her younger
sister’s marital crises and her widowed
mother’s

Struggles at work but is helped by highflier’s
fiancé

Fiancé falls in love with housewife

Highflier feels she has lost her hopes of
marriage and family
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*Tackling Covid19
*‘Our system’
*Women and family




PANDEMIC on
screen

(Aigiyi) A Chinese Doctor S& KER

(CGTV) Lockdown: One
Month in Wuhan

(CCTV) Fighting Covid19
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Over 30 years China has pulled

off the ‘the English industrial
revolution and the global
information revolution
combusting simultaneously and

compressed into not 300 years
but 30’

Kevin Rudd
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Thank you for your attention
Wt AR, FERH




