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Christmas Eve Carol Service
[Festival of 9 Lessons & Carols]

from King’s College, Cambridge
[conducted by Arthur Mann]



For His truth endureth ever, His compassion faileth never; JS Bach Bwv 461
So my soul, think not of ill: God is living, living still. recorded July 1929



3.30 Christmas Eve Carol Service -
Relayed from KING’S COLLEGE CHAPEL,
CAMBRIDGE

(24 December 1929)

CAROL-SINGING TONIGHT.

Mary”







Sir,—

The B.B.C. has recently contrived that the programmes from London and Daventry
should be delivered simultaneously into our receiving sets,
and 1n this neighbourhood no mere three-valve set seems able to divorce them.

On Christmas Eve the choir of King’s College Chapel gave us carols,

which would have been delightful had they not been accompanied by banalities from 2LO;
and the Bidding Prayer and Lord’s Prayer from Daventry

were punctuated by the dance music of the Wireless Orchestra from London.
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King’s College Choir, 1930
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L 10.45-11.0 Miss Itnona Powsn: “Chitistman’

10.15

Relayed from Kmvg's CoLLEGE CHAPEL,
CAMBRIDGE
Carol, Moee in Royal Duvid's i‘i:l:.f
(Bung in procession from the West door 1o tha
Choir)
The Biddng Prayor, road by Tae Provose

An Organ Recital

Warter VAL
From Art Bapsrs', Manoangr BrassT

Concerto, No. 4, InF .l .00 Handel
Allegro  m Andante maes-
toso;

Fantagy in (7 Minor ... York Rowen

Christmas Choral Proludes Bach
Der Tag, der izt 20 [rendenraich 3 Vo

Himmial hoch ; Jesu meine F

s e e ———

1248 Cramophons Rocorda

Timg Higoal, Greerarich, al 1.0

A Recital
by
Davip Evans (Baritone)
Pavl BeLmiraMTe (Viels)
Davin Evans

0 Pears divine
Buollo'...ootacv

' 2.0-2.30

........ Tihys Herbort
Hrrbuf Crianp

Pavrt Brruixvants

Nigun (Bual Shem) . ... Ernes Blech
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CAROLS FROM KING

Cambridge College Chapel this afternocon at 3.30.

'S COLLEGE CHAPEL.
A festival of lessons and carols will be relayed from the famous

Caral, sung by Cooin and CoNaREGATION
G rest you mierry, Genilemen
Fouwrn Lessom, Micah w, 2, 3, 4, rosdd by a
Frunow
Curals ¢
Bweot was the Song the Virgin sang
Erufi'r'ﬁrl., Im
Today Maiden Mary...... Ot Irish
Firti Lesgorw, Bt. Luke i, 26:38 and
38, read hy the Viog-FProvosT
Caral, Shepherds in the Field abiding
Oid Loveaing
Bixta Lessoy, St. Matthew 1§, 1823,
resid by a FrEr Cavmcx  Mivisrse
Carol, While Shepherds walehed
Ol English
(Congregation alone)

by Twe Mavor's CRATLAIN
Caral, Thou musl leave Thy lowly
Dwelling. oo svet
Eianra Lessow, b‘# Mnt.lha‘w ii, 1-11
mad by Tiwm REFRESENTATIVE ul'
Tae Si=TER-CoLLEGE ab ETox
Caral, Tn Dulei Jubilo .. .. Ol Ferman
Nrwmn Lessow, 8t John i, 1-14, read
by Tuk ProvosT
Caral, O Come, all yo Faithinl
Eighteenth Cenlury
Colloct and Blessing——Tae Deax
Hocessional, Hark,
ing. .. . M endelseokn
“rwmml, B UI:LI

HIN is & wolsome resppeirancs
T the Christrois Eve E‘n:‘ni Br.'r'.'ih!
fram King's Collage, which was bl
casl in 1928 and 1920 It W one of

\crrrrsTns VUMBER e f'_rf'_,,', e

Hiraoth {Walsh Melody) . . wrr. Dan Jenkins

Paun Brrasvastm
Turkey in the SIFaw «cvsearrers Joan Manen
Hymn to the H-llu Rivialiy-Koreakev, arr, Nreisler

A Festival

" _dwk’z (&// wee

of
Nine Lessons and Carols

Carol, O little town of Bethlehom Walford Doeies
Frnsr Lessow, Gon, iii, §-13, read by a CoonisTer
Carol, In the bleak mid-winber
The Bishop of Oxford
Spcoxn  Lmesow, Con. xxii, 15-18, reml by a
CHoRAL ScHOLAR

Carcl, I gaw three Bhips wo..oun.s Ol Engliak
Tommmo Lessox, Isaioh Ix, 2, 8, ¥, pead by the
OidiANIST

1im lovelisst  services  to

celalirate

.

BEvesTH Lessan, St Luke i, 8- 18, read <

Moddern. Freoch

the herald Angals ;

b heard [
2 the ng'! l.'.'ﬂliﬂgp l'.‘hnm‘i. y

the Collezs dtself  and the ol (:u!ﬁ' )
Behool.  'The first  earol  is. sung iha
Choir na it onters: the Chapoel; of the resty

some aro sung by the Choir alone, in othors

thy congregation juins. The carols s se)

by loswonws, road by the Provost nnl,lﬂlhnr mhﬂ %

of the Collnge_ and hy the representatives of the

town. i\mh & College Chapel i3 the vhiel
(Coatinued orerient.) l‘a'h"?




Hamburg Station
22 March 1936

Boris Ord - ' §
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A Rob,

In the possible event of an Air-Raid Alarm sounding
during the service,

1. The congregation near the three doors at the West
end of the Ante-Chapel should stand well clear of them
in order that they may be thrown open as widely as
possible by the Chapel Officers.

2. People in the Ante-Chapel who desire to go out
and seek shelter should do so as quietly as possible,
without haste or pressure.

3. No person in the Choir should move .unless or until
a responsible College Officer gives instructions.

A

A Festival of Nine Lessons and
Carols in King’s College Chapel
upon Christmas Eve 1939

ORDER OF SERVICE

Q. This service, after ancient precedent, was revived by
Archbishop Benson for use in Truro Cathedral, the
Lessons, which tell the whole story of our Redemption,
being read in order by the Cathedral ministers from
chorister to Bishop. In this Chapel it is adapted to
symbolise and express the loving bond between the two
Foundations of King Henry VI here and at Eton, the
gooduwnll between University and Town, and peace within
the whole Church of the Lord Fesus, as well the joy and
worship of us all at the coming of our Christ.

@. A Collection will be made during the Carols after the
Third, Sixth and Ninth Lessons out of which grants will
be made to the Church of England Waifs and Strays
Society, to the Cambridge Children’s Convalescent Home
at Hunstanton, and to the needs of the Chapel.

73



Christmas Eve this year falls on a Sunday

and we are bound to include on a Sunday

the usual number of religious services.

Thus, to take an hour and a quarter’s Carol Service

in addition to the usual quota

would overweight that day with this kind of programme.



We must lose some of the service

and so irritate listeners who enjoy the carol service,
but we believe that the irritation will be much less
if we break into it and leave at its completion,
rather than start when you start

and then leave before the end.

In the one case the beauty of the service

will help to soothe the listeners’ initial irritation

at having missed its beginning,

in the other the irritation will come at the end

and so be more likely to persist

and thereby neutralise the earlier enjoyment.




If you take the first half hour of the Service,

not only is the timing exact,

but you get those sections which the outside world loves most to hear;
the boy’s opening solo,

the beautiful Christmas Bidding Prayer,

the lesson read by the Chorister as well as one other,

and no fewer than five of the best and loveliest carols,

the whole ending with a great congregational carol,

God rest you merry, gentlemen,

which will serve admirably as a climax for this first section...
If | say finally that the College insists on this,

it is only to save the B. B. C. from making a bad mistake!




24 December 1939 -
3.30 pm - 4.00 pm
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Harold Darke, Eric Milner-White, Boris Ord
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THE CHOIR

CHORISTERS ALTOS

G. R. DOWNIE M. GRIFFITH-JONES

R. K. ARNATT R. G. O. TAYLER
e J.J. HAMLING SMITH

P. M. H. BLISS

B. R. P. SIFFLEET

T. G. M. KEALL TENOR

H. E. P. JACKSON ELETER AT

E. W. PALMER

C. R. PARDOE

K. W. THOMSON

D. F. HAILE

A.R. HAZELL BASSES

P. F. G. CHILDS H. CHILES

M. E. BALL R. M. T. HIGGINS

M. A. McL. BAILEY R. HOLTBY

J. W. PARDOE V. THOMAS
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KING'S COLLEGE CHAPEL,
CAMBRIDGE,

I'I'II'MH
CHRISTMAS EVE
[1945]

g

IN ALL HOME SERVICES ON
MONDAY AT 2.45 p.m.

FESTIVAL f}f NINE LESSONS
and CAROLS

Procesglonal Hymn: Onee In roval David's city (18%h-Cenlfury)

The Bidding Praver

Invitatory Carol: O little town of Bethlehem (Walford Dapies)

Firal Leason: Genesls 3 vy, E-15E Reader: A& Chorlsier

Carols: Past thiree oO'clotk (Londeon Walls):; Ding Dong! merrily
on high (Freanch, 1588)

Eacond Lespon: Genesis B, vv. 15-18. Reader: A Choral Scholar

Carol: The Holly and the Ivy (Englizsh, arr. Walford Davies)

Third Lesson: Isailah 8 vv. 2 6 and 7. Reader: The Orpanist

Carcl: God Frest yag merry, genthamen (irod., Engiiah)

Fourth Lf.-lﬁn:n: Isaiah B0 vy, 1-6 and 18, Headsr: A Féllow

Carnl: Unto us & boy s bhorn (Tune from i *Cantionecy. 16ED

Fifth T+ -z plom ry. BT ] 38 eader: The Viee-Provosl

Carol: r ({Horold Darke

Bixth Lasr . : . — Erader: A Free Church
Ministar

Carol: While shepherds walched (Esfe's Pealter, 1562) :

Haventh Lesson: Bt, Luke 2, vv. 816 Reader: The Mayor's Chaplain

Carcle: Shepherds, in the feld nmd:mﬁ (Qld Oarel of Lorraine):
Swoet was the song the Virrin sangy (William Bajllef, 17 Eh-Century )

E!#]JU’] Lessom: 2t Matthew 2, vy, 1-11, Beader: A representative of
e fister-College at Elon

arol: In duled Jubila (30 -Cestury, German)

Ninth Iesson: St Jobm 1L, v, 114, Heomder: The FProvost

Carol: O come, &l ye faithful (Freach)

Collect for Chrigiman Day

The Blessing

Recosslong]l Flosnn:  Fark! the Berald enpels sing (Mendalssolin

@'lwr of Mumic, Harold Darke;, Organiss, Boria 'i.'IuE




What can | give Him, poor as | am?

If | were a shepherd, | would bring a lamb;
If | were a Wise Man, | would do my part;
Yet what | can | give Him: give my heart.

‘In the bleak midwinter’ Rossetti / Darke
performed 24 December 1945



King’s College Choir, 1953
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God liveth still: soul why fearest aught of ill?
Though thy cross be sore oppressing,

To thy God direct thy way;

He will pour on thee His blessing,

To thy feet be staff and stay.

Arthur Mann
recorded 1929

JS Bach
BWV 461

Boris Ord
recorded 1956

For His truth endureth ever,
His compassion faileth never;
So my soul, rent naught of ill:
God is living, living still.
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He asked somebody to compose a carol for the First Lesson



Adam lay ybounden,
Bounden in a bond;
Four thousand winter

Thought he not too long.

And all was for an apple,
An apple that he took,
As clerkes finden
Written in their book.

15th century / Boris Ord

Ne had the apple taken been,
The apple taken been,

Ne had never our lady

Abeen heavené queen.

Blessed be the time

That apple taken was,
Therefore we moun singen,
Deo gracias!
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