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Oldest on IMDb’s list: 
Chaplin’s City Lights and 
Lang’s M, both from 1931



The old conception of classic… is tied to Virgilian
attitudes of empire and eternity; the modern 
use of the term embraces change, plurality and 
secularization.











Made in 
Britain 
…by American 
studios















Two for the heart…?



Titanic and Avatar
Creating ‘places’ 
of the mind and 

imagination





BFI launched Connoisseur video label 1990
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1. The classics are those books about which you usually hear 
people saying: 'I'm rereading...', never 'I'm reading....

2. The Classics are those books which constitute a treasured 
experience for those who have read and loved them; but they 
remain just as rich an experience for those who reserve the chance 
to read them for when they are in the best condition to enjoy 
them.

3. The classics are books which exercise a particular influence, both 
when they imprint themselves on our imagination as unforgettable, 
and when they hide in the layers of memory disguised as the 
individual's or the collective unconscious.

4. A classic is a book which with each rereading offers as much of a 
sense of discovery as the first reading.

5. A classic is a book which even when we read it for the first time 
gives the sense of rereading something we have read before.

6. A classic is a book which has never exhausted all it has to say to 
its readers.



1. The classics are those films about which you usually hear people 
saying: 'I'm reviewing...', never 'I’m going to watch....

2. The classics are those films which constitute a treasured experience 
for those who have seen and loved them; but they remain just as rich 
an experience for those who reserve the chance to watch them for 
when they are in the best condition to enjoy them.

3. The classics are films which exercise a particular influence, both 
when they imprint themselves on our imagination as unforgettable, 
and when they hide in the layers of memory disguised as the 
individual's or the collective unconscious.

4. A classic is a film which with each reviewing offers as much of a 
sense of discovery as the first viewing.

5. A classic is a film which even when we see it for the first time gives 
the sense of reviewing something we have read before.

6. A classic is a film which has never exhausted all it has to say to its 
viewers.




