


On Caroline and Comets
Dr Sheila Kanani





“Quicquid nitet notandum”



The Herschel Family Tree





From the Herschel Family Archive, 
this simple muslin dress would have 
been worn by Caroline when she 
was about fifty.

It is strikingly small for a grown 
woman, as Lina’s height was 
stunted due to poor health when 
she was a child.





19 New King Street.

The house has been fully restored 
in the authentic style of the 
period.

Dr Brian May is the Museum’s 
patron – like William Herschel 
before him, both a musician and an 
astronomer.



The music room 
where William 
Herschel tutored 
his students is one 
of the highlights of 
the Herschel 
Museum of 
Astronomy.







Globes, 
telescopes and 
lens making 
equipment at the 
Herschel Museum



1896 
Lithograph 
of Sir 
William 
Herschel and 
Caroline 
Herschel

The workshop in Bath

Mirror polishing machine



Caroline Herschel taking 
notes as her brother 
William observes, the 
night William discovered 
Uranus. Credit: Paul 
Fouché



Caroline Herschel as 
Portrayed By K. Lynn King





Unknown author 
- Scanned from 
Leisure Hour, Nov 
2,1867, page 729

Old RAS logo with 40ft telescope



Image: Robin Mork



https://connorssciencelab.com/tag/comet/
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kometes = ‘the hairy one’

Bringers of 
doom or a 
good omen?
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Giotto
Star Dust Deep Impact
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©http://www.universetoday.com/wp-
content/uploads/2009/04/dinosaur_asteroid.j
pg
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M42: Orion Nebula

Orion and Taurus from John Flamsteed’s
Atlas Coelestis



Sally Kindberg, from The Comic Book History of Space







DC 
Wonder 
Woman 
comic strip 
featuring 
Caroline 
Herschel



Comet 2P Encke, a periodic comet which Caroline observed on November 7, 1795 © 2003 by Gerald Rhemann and Michael Jäger

NGC 253, which 
Caroline 
discovered

A comic poking 
fun at Caroline 
“smelling out” a 
comet. At the 
time of its 
publishing, she 
was by far the 
most famous 
female 
astronomer in 
the world.





Caroline Herschel at 78, one year after 
winning the Gold Medal of the Royal 
Astronomical Society in 1828



The Herschel Medal is awarded for investigations of outstanding merit in 
observational astrophysics. This medal is awarded for a single 
outstanding piece of work, such that younger scientists may be 
candidates for this award.

The Gold Medal is the highest award in the Society's gift, and the Byelaws leave the 
Council complete freedom as to the grounds on which it is awarded. However, in the 
past the Council has taken into consideration not only outstanding personal researches 
in the fields of astronomy, but also the more general contributions to this subject. It has 
often been awarded as recognition of a lifetime's work, though it has also been awarded 
for a specific piece of research.



1847 lithograph of Caroline Herschel around 97 
years of age. 

(Caroline Herschel, geb. d. 16ten März 1750. 
Nach dem Leben gez.und gest. v. G. Busse, 
Hannover 1847)
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