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City of London
Lying-In Hospital

Royal London
Ophthalmic Hospital




All but one of these seven major hospitals would
disappear over the following 130 years

Why were so many hospitals established here
before 19007

Why had all but one vanished by 20007
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Clerkenwell

Moorgate



Alleyn’s Almshouses (1707)
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The Shepherd & Shepherdess Inn (1743)
- alehouse and tea garden

“To the Shepherd and Shepherdess then they go,
To tea with their wives, for a constant rule;

And next cross the road to the Fountain also,
And there they all sit, so pleasant and cool,
And see, in and out,

The folk walk about,

And the gentlemen angling in Peerless Poo
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Peerless Pool (1743)
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City Pest House (1594)
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French Hospital ‘La Providence’ (Jacob Gibbs 1718)
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Why were six hospitals established here
netween 1770 & 19007

In vicinity of the centre of medical London in 18% century
— Moorfields (Finsbury Circus and Square)

* Cheap land offered opportunity to expand

Meet local needs

Health benefits of fresh air and sunlight

Transport developments



1. Cheap land offered opportunity to expand

e Construction of City Road (1761)

— continuation of New Road from Paddington to
Islington (1756)

* now Marylebone Road, Euston Road and Pentonville
Road

— by-passed congested City and West End

* Three hospitals took advantage and moved
here



City of London Lying-In Hospital
- establlshed in Aldersgate Street (1750)
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St Luke’s Hospital for Lunatics

e 1750 established in Upper Moorfields
(Finsbury Square)

— alternative to Royal Bethlehem Hospital (Bedlam) and
private madhouses

— ‘Patients shall not to be exposed to publick view’

* Dr William Battie
— first chief physician (1750-64)
— described as an ‘eccentric
humorist’




(George Dance the Elder 1750)

“a neat but very plain edifice...a building of considerable
length, plastered over and whitened, with ranges of small
square windows on which no decorations have been
bestowed.”

Despite ‘enlightened’ ethos: large cold plunge bath to shake
lunatics out of their insanity (used until 1856)
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St Mark’s Hospital

- established in Aldersgate Street

- Infirmary for the Relief of the Poor Afflicted with
Fistula and Other Diseases of the Rectum

- known as the ‘Fistula Infirmary’




St Mark’s Hospital for Fistula &c. (1854)

Benefactors included:

William Copeland
(Lord Mayor)

—

Charles Dickens
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St Mark’s Hospital (1896)
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2. Meeting local needs

1832

1782 St Luke’s Parish Workhouse

population 46 000



1868

Holborn & Finsbury Poor Law Union

1850

St Luke’s
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Clerkenwell

170 per acre

Westminster
71 per acre

Islington

49 per acre



1879 St Luke’s Workhouse Infirmary

(Henry Saxon Snell)
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3. Fresh air and sunlight

Royal Infirmary for Diseases of the Chest

Established 1814 by Dr Isaac Buxton in Spitalfields and
Finsbury Square as
Infirmary for Asthma, Consumption and other Pulmonary Diseases

First specialist chest hospital in the world

Opposed because wards heated in winter
- unproven benefit and suffer when return to their miserable homes

Moved to City Road 1849
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THE NEW WING PRINCESS HENRY OF BATTENBERG DECLARING THE NEW WING OPEN

THE MEN’S WARD 7 THE CHAPEL

Extended 1885




THE OLDEST HOSPITAL IN EUROPE FOR DISEASES OF THE CHEST.

The Royal Hospital for 82 Diseases of the Chest

CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C.
Founded by HE.H. | thtlt‘l-uImJ:ani’E:aut AD. 1814

Hebuilt
Inn:“ﬁ- ln-P:.t-ia-nu. lmgi
UKDER THE IH:IEHI&TI‘. PATEONAGE OF HER MALIEETT THE QUEEN.

_ , ¥IGE-PATRONE— _ ]
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TRUSTEES=
The Riznt Heomn, the Lord Welveroom, Colonel %nkins, &LLP.
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The Central Parition of 1his ald-eatablished ]Elmpita.l
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ANNUAL SUBSCLRILELS,
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wr Four Uul- Patients, per annam, JOHN 1. AUSTIN, Secretary,
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4. Transport developments

London Dispensary for Curing Diseases of the Eye &
Ear

Established 1805 in Charterhouse Square
- John Cunningham Saunders
- 2"d eye infirmary in London
- died 1810 (aged 37)

1822 growing demand led to
move to Finsbury Square
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Broad Street
Station
(1865)
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Royal London
Ophthalmic Hospital
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Why had all but one hospital vanished by 20007

 Urbanisation

* Changing attitude to treatment

« WWII bomb damage

* Changing medical technology



1. Urbanisation




Hackney

4

1865 Victoria Park




1960 Rochester
(almshouses)

THE HOSPITAL FOR FRENCH PROTESTANTS. AND THEIR
DESCENDANTS RESIDING IN GREAT BRITAIN
arose from a bequest made in 1708 by a Huguenot refugee,
Jacques de Gastigny, Master of the King's Buckhounds
at the court of King William and Queen Mary,
and was granted a. Royal charter by King George I in 1718,
For more than two hundred and fifty years “La Providence
as poor Huguenot refugees and their families called it,
provided shelter and care “for those among us who are in ¥
distress! first in the City of London and from 1865 in Hackney.
Its present home, which was originally Theobald Square,
was opened in 1959 safter restoration and re-arrangement
into flats housing elderly people .of Huguenot descent,
who require private accommodation but with help always
at hand in sickness and emergency. Under a' new charter
granted by Queen Elizabeth II in 1953 the direction of
‘La Providence’ remains in the hands of a Governor.
Deputy Governor and Directors, who are honoured to
maintain this “monument to the piety of their ancestors’,
The Earl of Radnor. C.P. B. South, Esq.
Governor. i Deputy Governor
P. J. Duval, Esq. S. Ch. de Crespigny. Esq.
Treasurer. Secretary.

1981




2. Changing attitude to treatment

St Luke’s Hospifal: closed 1




Sold to Bank of England — print works
Demolished 1963




St Luke’s Workhouse Infirmary

1930
London County Council
1127 beds

1936
St Mathew’s Hospital
600 beds

1948
NHS
320 beds

1960s
Geriatric Hospital

1987
Closed/demolished
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3. WWII bomb damage

Royal Hospital for Diseases of the Chest




"Home (1905)

Royal Hospital for Diseases of the Chest
Nurses




City of London Maternity Hospital
1907 rebuilt following damage from construction
of Northern line

=
=
=
=
B
=
=

TRNEFNER

=
=
=
=
=
=
=

glﬂllﬂllﬂliﬂlllﬂEIllLIIiIJImIH!IUIIUIIEIIIIIIIJII[II I!HIIIIILIIIUlII'.‘IIlI]IIIiII!I!I!IIIEImlIIII[EIIJlIIIIII]I]I[II]III]I!HI[I]IEIIIHIIIJIIﬂllﬂllﬂllﬂll‘ﬂllﬂ.ﬂﬁ"

There’s a BABY
in Your Pocket!

A Baby who, ane day, will be a useful itizen of London, i
will only help him out§ "5 e ¥ you
I ocket he is §i :
2 & e il oo e s By, P ot
2 Be a fairy godfather tn that Baby, Mr. Man! Give hi
«BABY'S satrzp  chince Thee are 6,999 other City men doing the sume good
REWAEDS YOUR ~ 'hine.
CHARITY." i?" o\f\hg;:&?g Ifn'rr lfudfmamh '-:hii mlh are al:m off the
N it o rought tl .
erst lon o this dcb deprices 0 oor zw:ém’ p ’“Eﬁm Py e ?&y jif
e average 1, confinements an;  besi i lendid i il
loving care to four times as mmyn:mr wz;i: ﬂ:ziro:mwhumu. ik girm wod

That Ba!:y nerds your help, Mr. Man,  Can you fail him? Not if you remember this is

CITY OF LONDON

MATERNITY HOSPITAL

Patron: H.M. THE QUEEN. President: THE LORD MAYOR,

Will YOU be a fairy godfather?
We have accepled the gift of this space This Hospital isdoi great work-—n
from the of Glaxo in confly iving poor London habiés a fats shaat b
belicf that everyone who has the honour of aleo in triining many of those Nurses wpon
the City of London st heart, and everyone tchose shill and Enowledge the healih of your
who loves a baby, will answer our appeal. otn babics a0 meh depends,

Please make yoor cheque payable to the Hon, T:

CITY OF LORDON MATERNITY HOSPITAL APPEAL
m%%bg?ﬁ“ﬁ."&'s ) PICCADILLY, W.1. ' cOMHITTEE,

Chat
AMrs. J. GLUUKS%| M.B.E.
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4. Changing medical technology
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Continued to expand

1927
71 beds (including 9 pay beds)

1930s

Shifted focus to cancer

Staff helped establish British Empire
Cancer Campaign

1948
“jewel in my health service” Aneurin Bevan

But isolated from rest of medicine
Took 50 years of discussion

1995 moved to Northwick Park Hospital






St Mark’s Hospital Nurses Home (1926)




By 2000...only one survivor
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1944
Flying bomb struck
Proposal to demolish and move out of London

1948
NHS

Merger with

Royal Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital
and

Central London Ophthalmic Hospital

1956
Moorfields Eye Hospital

1988-91
Other sites closed




The lost hospitals of St Luke’s
- not just a curious historical tale

* Wide-range of factors shape our hospitals

— well-recognised: attitudes to illness and disease,
medical technology

— less recognised: land prices, physical environment,
other needs for land, war, social policies

e Like other activities, health services ebb and flow
across the metropolis



You can go and see what remains of
the lost hospitals

Walking London$
Medical History

Nick Black

Foreword by Peter Ackroyd

i1l

...although a new edition in October.



