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The Great Pox

Sir Richard Evans FBA
Gresham Professor of Rhetoric

This lecture will soon be available on the Gresham College website,
where it will join our online archive of over 1,000 lectures. f

www.gresham.ac.uk
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endemic T. pallidum subsp. endemicum
syphilis !
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N = number of nucleotide
substitutions

New World
pallidum subsp. pertenue

Old World Old World

T. pallidum subsp. pallidum T pallidum subsp. pertenue || T. pallidum subsp. pertenue |
venereal syphilis found worldwide
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Consult a reputable Physician
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STOP SYPHILIS
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SUPPORT LOCAL AND STATE
EFFORTS TO REDUCE SYPHILIS
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IS NOW CURABLE

CONSULT YOUR PHYSICIAN
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Che New ork Times

Syphilis Victims in U.S. Study
Went Untreated for 40 Years

By JEAN HELLER

The Assccinted Press

WASHINGTON, July 25—For
40 years the United States Pub-
lic Health Service has conduct-
ed a study in which human

beings with syphilis, who were
induced to serve as guinea
pigs, have gone without medi-
cal treatment for the disease
and a few have died of its
late effects, even though an ef-
fective therapy was eventually
discovered.

The study was conducted to
determine from autopsies what
the discase does to the human
hody.

Officials of the health serv-
ice who initiated the experi-
ment have long since retired.
Current officials, who say they

Tuskegee Study,

have serious doubts about the
morality of the study, also say
that it is too late to treat the
syphilis in any surviving
participants.

Doctors in the service say
they are now rendering what-
ever other medical services
they can give to the survivors
while the study of the disease’s
effects continues.

Dr. Merlin K. DuVal, Assist-
ant Secretary of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare for Health
and Scientific Affairs, ex-
pressed shock on learning of
the study. He said that he was
making an immediate investi-
gation. I

The experiment, called the
began in
1932 with about 600 black men,







