London's last great plague
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London Weekly Bill of

Mortality,

21-28 February 1664/5
[Wellcome Library, London]

Deaths by parish, grouped into:

‘the 97 parishes within the walls’

‘the 16 parishes without the walls,

and the pesthouse’

‘the 12 out parishes in Middlesex
and Surry’

‘the 5 parishes in the city and
liberties of Westminster’
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London and the Bills of Mortality

A: the 97 panshes within the Walls

B: the 16 parishes outside the walls but partly or wholly within the
City's jurisdiction

C: the 10 (later 12) outparishes in Middlesex and Surrey

D: the Westminster parishes



Verso of London

Weekly Bill of Mortality,

21-28 February 1664/5
[Wellcome Library, London]

‘The Diseases and Casualties this
Week’,
together with the total
Christenings and Burials by
gender, the decrease in burials
over the preceding week, the
number of parishes infected with
or clear of the plague, and the
statutory weight of a penny and
halfpenny loaf of bread.
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O [I] observed that most of them who constantly took
in the weekly Bills of Mortality, made little other
use of them, then to look at the foot, how the
Burials increase, or decrease; And, among the
Casualties, what had happened rare, and
extraordinary in the week currant; so as they might
take the same as a text to talk upon, in the next
Company; and withall, in the Plague-time, how the
Sickness increased, or decreased, that so the Rich
might judge of the necessity of their removall, and
Trades-men might conjecture what doings they were
like to have in their respective dealings:

John Graunt, Natural and Political Observations on the Bills of
Mortality (1662)



27 July. At home met the weekly Bill, where above 1000
encreased in the Bill; and of them, in all, about 700 of the

plague.

10 August. ... to the office, where we sat all the morning,

in great trouble to see the Bill this week rise so high, to
above 4000 in all, and of them, about 3000 of the plague.

14 August. Great fears we have that the plague will be a
great Bill this week.

7 September. ... to the Tower; and there sent for the
Weekly Bill and find 8252 dead in all, and of them, 6978
of the plague - which is a most dreadfull Number - and
shows reason to fear the plague hath got that hold that it

will yet continue among us. Samuel Pepys, Diary 1665



O 20 September. ... the Duke [of Albemarle] showed us the
number of the plague this week, brought in the last night
from the Lord Mayor - that it is encreased about 600 more
then the last, which is quite contrary to all or hopes and
expectations from the coldenss of the late season; for the
whole general number is 8297; and of them, the plague

7165 - which is more in the whole, by above 50, then the
biggest Bill yet - which is very grievous to us all.

O 27 September. Here I saw this week’s Bill of Mortality,
wherein, blessed be God, there is above 1800 decrease, this

being the frst considerable decrease we have had.

O 30 November. Great joy we have in the weekly Bill, it being
come to 544 in all, and but 333 of the plague so that we are

encouraged to get to London as soon as we can.
Samuel Pepys, Diary 1665



The mourning-cross: or,
England'’s Lord have mercy upon
Uus

Containing the certain causes of pestilential
diseases; with an accompt of several modern
plagues or visitation in times past, as well in
other countries as in the city of London; as
also, the number of those that then died, not
onely of the plague, but of all diseases,
Continued down to this present day, August
29. 1665. To which is likewise added, a

necessary prayer for this present time.

London : printed by Tho. Milbourn in Jewen-
cfFrant MDCT X\ [1AAS]
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A generall Bill for this prefent year, (
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|
| endingthe 19 of December 1665, according to
] the Report made to the KINGS moft Excellent Majefty.
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ws - Natural and Political : 1«

OBSERVATIONS

Mentioned ina following Inpex, ,
and made upon the

Bills of Mortality.
By JOHN..GRAVNT,
o 3 Citizen_of
L ONDON.
With reference £o the Gove;-‘mﬁent,-flieligion, Trade,

Growth, Ayré, Difeafes, and the feveral Changes of the
faid CrTy. R

e Non, me 1t miretur. Turba, laboro,
Contentus pausis Lecloribus ——=

L O NDON, ‘
Printed by The: Royeroft, .for Fobn Martin, Fames Alleftry,
" "and The : Dicas, at the Sign of the Bell in St. Paul’s
Church-yard, MDCLXIL

[Wellcome Library, London]

Vi tﬁ‘a

Or, A CoLLECTION of All the

Bills of Morcality

For this Prefent Year:

Beginningthe 27 of December 166 4.and '

ending the 1gth. of December following :
Asallo, The GEN ERAL or Whole years BILL:

 ;.; | According to the Report made to the

Ki~ G’s Moft Excellent Majelty,

i Printed and are to be fold by E. Cotes living in Alder[gate-firect.

Printer to the {aid Company 166 5.




Burials and plague burials, 1603-70

Source: data from Graunt's Natural and Political Observations (1676)
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ORDERS

CONCEIVED

Plague orders, 1665

[Wellcome Library, London]
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AN D ?
PUBLISHED |
| By

. The Lord MAFOK and Al- |
dermen of the City of LoNDON, |

concerning the InfeGion of the
Plague.

-

Conceived and publithed bZ
Lord Major and Aldermen of the City
of London, concerning the infe&ion of the

Plague.

o . Heress in the firft Year of the Reign
7. of our late SovercignKing Fames

=) of happy memory, a0 A& was
7/f5) made (%r the charitable relief and
A ordering of Perfons infected with

the Plague: whereby Authority

- NS was given toﬂjuﬁiccs of Peace,

? Ma'yor:;‘Bayli s, and other Head-

: 3 Officers to appoint within their feveral Limits Exami-
ners, Searchers, Watchmen, Keepers, and Buriers for the

Perfons and Places infected, and to minifter unto them
Qaths for the performance of their Offices, Andthe
fame Starte did alfo aucherize the giving of other Di-
redions, asunto them for the prefent neceffity fhould
feem good in their difcretions, It :nf»'-\'upjn fpecial
A2z confi-

————

Printed by James Flefer, Printer tothe Honourable
Cityof LoNpon, E |




O 3 September. Lord, to consider the madness of
people of the town, who will (because they are
forbid) come in Crowds along with the dead
Corps to see them buried.

O 14 September ... there being now no
observation of shutting up of houses infected,
that to be sure we do converse and meet with
people that have the plague upon them.

Samuel Pepys, Diary 1665
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Notice to be given of the Sickness. Orders Concerning

Sequestration of the Sick. infected HOUSGS, and
Aiting the Stuff. Persons sick of the
Plague.

Shutting up of the House.

None to be removed out of Infected Houses, but, &c.
Burial of the dead.

No infected Stuff to be uttered.

No person to be conveyed out of any infected House.
Every visited house to be marked.

Every visited House to be watched.
Plague Orders, 1665



DIRECTION g

FOR THE

PREVENTION
and CURE of the

| PLAGUE

Fitted for the Poorer fort.

Wifdom 17. 12, °
For FEAR i nothing elfe but a Betraying of thefe
Succonrs which Reajr}:z offereth.

ONDON,

{ 8 Printed b Grzfmoud 1665,
|

[Wellcome Library, London]
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O Take Conserve of
Wood-sorrel 2
ounces, of flower of
Brimstone finely
powdered 2 drams,
Diascordium half an
ounce, of the
temperate cordial
Species 4 scruples, of
syrup of Wood-sorrel
as much as will make
it up into a moist
Electuary.



Gideon Harvey M.D., A discourse of the Plague (1665)

O The Plague is a most Malignant and Contagious
Feaver, caused through Pestilential Miasms,
insinuating into the humoral and consistent parts of
the Body; first speedily putrefying, then corrupting the
fluors, afterwards the solid parts ...

O The said flaming Arsenical corpuscles floating in the
air are attracted into the Body by inspiration through
the Lungs and Nostrils; or otherwise they pierce
through ones clothes, and so penetrate into the pores
of the entire Body ...



George Thomson, Loimologia (1665)

O ... this present Pest hath principally derived its being
from this Scorbutical Disease with whose nature it
much symbolizes .... It is undoubted that they are both
Malignant, Poisonous, and Contagious.

0O To conclude, my advice is, that those who desire to
preserve themselves from this present Pest, do drinke
every morning either Sulphurated Wine, Strong Beer,
or what Liquor they please, wherein hath been steeped
a large quantity of Horse-Radish-root, with five, six,
seven, eight, nine or ten drops of good Spirit of Salt;
and no doubt they will find a far better effect, then
from a Galenical Electuary of London-Treacle and Wood-
Sorrel



A OIMOTOMIA:
OR THE

P E S T Anatomized
Tn thefe following particulars, 7iz.

i, The Maerial Canfz

2. The Efficient Canfe o

3. The ngeﬁ Part of the PEST,

4. The Signs .

§. An Hiftorical Accouni of the DiffeEtion
of & Peftilential Body by the Author s
and the Couf>quents theveof.

6. Reflections and Qbfervations onthe fores
[(aid Diffettion. * A

7. Direltions Preftrvative and Curative
againft_the Peft.

Together with the Awhors Apologj againit
the Calumnies of the Galeniffs: and a
Word to Mr. Nath:Hodges, concerning
his late Vindicie Medicine. ;

By Cange Thomfr, V..

YOuk, BikTicoy s 7% Acus 7¢ coud]O~ dafa
ThsLuylis & tcty dyvoiue amolmarew.

_ Dii talem terris avertite Peftem.
London, Printed tor Nath: Crc;fch, at the | |
Rofe and Crown in Ey_cchmige-:\ﬂcy “H
near Lombard-ftreet; 1666 i !‘

; ol

George Thomson, 40IMOTOMIA, or the PEST Anatomized (1666)
[Wellcome Library, London]



Plague sermon, 1665

The preachers precept of consideration, or, Englands
chief lesson and duty in this sad time of visitation
wherein is contained, 1. A catalogue and collection of all
the particular capital sins mentioned in Scriptures ... 2.
The author's opinion and judgment, for which and why
it is, that this unparallel'd visitation is now laid upon us
/ delivered in the parish church of St. Katherine
Coleman, London, upon the monthly fast-days set apart
for humiliation, by His Majesties special command.

London : Printed by E. Cotes for the author, MDCLXV



...in all humility beseeching the Omnipotent,
to conferr upon us, such an uniforme and
cordial Repentance, that every one of us may
search out the Plague of his own Heart and
Brain, and Purge our selves, by His gratious
assistance, from all filthiness of Flesh and Spirit;
that so he may in the riches of His tender
Compassion, return in favour to this sinful
City, and restore health to our Habitations.

Cotes, London’s Dreadfull Visitation (1665)



Plague bacilli;
Inoculating against

plague, Mandalay, 1906 °°

[Wellcome Library, London]
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Plague in old London

(R. Tennant Cooper,
c. 1912)

[Wellcome Library, London]




The parishes of St Botolph Aldersgate and
St Giles Cripplegate, London




St Giles Cripplegate, 18® century
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| A generall Bill for this prefent year,
J ending the 19 of December 1665, accordirig to
the Repore made to the KINGS moft Excellent Majefty.

| By the Companyof Parifh Clerks of Lador, &c.
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Parish register, St Giles Cripplegate,
13 August 1665

[Wellcome Library, London]
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O 16 Jan 1665/6: Whereas in this late visitation of the
plague wherewith for the sins of this kingdome
Almighty God hath been pleased to visit this Citty

of London with the parishes adjacent [and other

parts of this realme interlined| and in an especiall
manner this our parish of St Giles Without
Cripplegate, whereby such multitudes haue dyed
that our Churchyards and burying places are now
almost so filled with dead corpses that not any
more can scarcely be buried there, To thentent
therefore that we may haue more ground to adde
to our churchyard that is next the church ....

London Metropolitan Archives, P69/GIS/B/001,/06048/001: Vestry
minute book, St Giles Cripplegate, 1659-1808, f. 21v.
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Orders for cleansing and keeping of the Streets sweet.

O

O
O
O

The Streets to be kept clean.
That Rakers take it from out the Houses.
Laystalls to be made farre off from the City.

Care to be had of unwholesome Fish or Flesh, and of musty
Corn.

Orders concerning loose Persons and idle Assemblies.

O

O
O
O

Beggers.
Playes.
Feasting Prohibited.

Bl Plague Orders, 1665



Deaths per acre by parish in 1665
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Deaths per household by parish in 1665

(Champion, Londion's Dreaded Visitation, 1995)
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