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During excavation in September 1665 for a dock in 

Blackwall, were found “perfect trees over-covered with 
earth. Nut trees, with the branches and the very nuts upon 

them…. Their shells black with age, and their kernell, upon 
opening, decayed, but their shell perfectly hard as ever”  









‘…the river cries out 

not for private 

collectors, but for 

local museums who 

can patrol their own 

shores and so 

preserve for the nation 

the treasure that still 

lies there’  

Ivor Noel-Hume 
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TDP: 2008-to date 
 

•500 FROG members trained 

•Over 1000 features recorded 

•250+ events organised 

•2 British Archaeological Awards 

•Over 550,000 page views of the TDP 

website: www.thamesdiscovery.org 

 
 

 

Contact us: enquiries@thamesdiscovery.org 
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X-shaped jetty 
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Base image by David Fletcher, annotations by Martin Hatton and John Layt 





Oil painting on canvas, detail of a View of the Thames with the Old Palace at 

Greenwich, British (English) School, early 17th century. An apparently unique, 

early view; it may be a copy of a lost painting by Cornelis Bol (active 1607-66), 

a topographical painter who was recorded in London 1635.  
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Legend has it that Raleigh fell 

overboard off the coast of Virginia 

one day. He was seized by a 

crocodile, but the animal found the 

smell of smoke so repugnant that it 

released him! A series of pipes was 
produced bearing the likeness of 

this “hero.” 

 

• Crocodile could also be a toothed whale 

• Link to biblical Jonah story 

• Raleigh’s relationship with James I (famously anti-smoking) – 
the snake who ‘swallowed Tudor power’  

• serpent with a forked tongue 

• Imprisoned in the Tower of London for 13 years by James, 

finally executed in 1618 – and smoked his last pipe there.  

• Memorial to Raleigh by pipe makers? 

• Peaked in popularity 1630s 
 




