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You and I know what it means… 
The only secret is that we are 
amateurs. Telling a story is not a 
business. It is an art, and we are 
different from other artists because 
we were left alone by Arthur Rank 
for ten years to go our own sweet 
way, thinking we were 
professionals.als.

Michael Powell, Million Dollar Movie







Emeric Pressburger in Paris, and 
poster for the Spanish version of one 
of his French films, La Vie Parisienne
(dir. Robert Siodmak)





The young Michael Powell got a start in film through an 
introduction to Rex Ingram, here with his wife and star Alice Terry, 

then working for Metro at the Victorine Studios in Nice







Powell and Pressburger after finishing The Spy in Black, set around Scapa Flow, Orkney



Premiere of the first BFI-sponsored restoration of The 
Life and Death of Colonel Blimp, Screen on the Hill 1985





The wartime films: 

Contraband (1940)
49th Parallel (1941)
One of Our Aircraft is Missing (1942)
The Life and Death of Colonel Blimp (1943)
The Volunteer (1943)
A Canterbury Tale (1944)
I Know Where I’m Going! (1945)
A Matter of Life and Death (1946)



49th Parallel







A Canterbury Tale



Launder and Gilliatt; John 
and Roy Boulting; Muriel 
Box, with husband Sidney 
and sister-in-law Betty Box





Extravagance or efficiency? Gabriel Pascal’s Shaw 
adaptations were costly, while The Archers’ mid-

40s films were reasonably budgeted – and popular.



Arthur Rank visits the set of Black Narcissus 
at Pinewood Studios



A Canterbury Tale followed three modern wartime ‘pilgrims’ to 
Canterbury Cathedral. And A Matter of Life and Death included 

John Bunyan in its cast of ‘heavenly’ characters





And what should they know of
England who only England know?
– Kipling, ‘The English Flag’





La cinématheque française
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