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The imaginary Lieutenant, born from an ink-
blot and given a life to justify the Tsar’s 

interest in him. From a novel by Tynyanov; 
filmed with music by Prokofiev in 1934





Times report on Commons debate, Feb 1942 

Letters to Wendy Hiller 
and from David Low, May 1942











In November 1943, Mass-
Observation asked its observers: 
‘what films have you liked best 
during the past year?

Blimp got the largest number of 
mentions by women (28), and the 
second largest among men (21)



C. A. Lejeune, the 
Observer film critic for 
32 years, was puzzled 
by Blimp:

‘…what is it really 
about?’

Portrait by Beaton, 1942



This little book concerns itself with two things, a highly 
elaborate, flashy, flabby and costly film, the most disgraceful 
production that has ever emanated from a British film 
studio, and the war. 

When one character is called "Sugar" Candy and the other 
Theo Kretschmar-Schuldorf, it is pretty certain what the 
eventual relationship between the two will be. The one will 
be a big, fat lollipop of a walrus-whiskered Englishman and 
the other, the noble, handsome, awe-inspiring, able and wise 
German. The scales are weighted against poor old Blimp 
right away...







...I am American bred
I have seen much to hate here

– much to forgive,
But in a world in which 
England is finished and dead,
I do not wish to live.

1940



‘The English have no soul; they have 
the understatement instead.' But 
they do have a sense of humour -
they provide it by buying over three 
hundred thousand copies of a book 
that took them quietly and 
completely apart [1946]

* Mikes would dedicate his How to be 
Decadent to Pressburger in 1977
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