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What's in a name?:
England
Britain



England/Britain

Identity

Myth

Reality





WAS 
MEDIEVAL 

AND EARLY 
MODERN SO
CIETY MONO-
ETHNICALLY 
WHITE AND 
CHRISTIAN?

§ Peter Fryer, Staying Power, Africans in Tudor 
England were ‘strolling players,’ ‘isolated’, 
‘strange’ and ‘transient.’ (1984)



Kim Hall, Things of 
Darkness, the 
African in Tudor 
society is ‘too 
accidental and 
solitary to be given 
a historical 
statistic,’ (1996)

'ACCIDENTAL ...
SOLITARY ...'



'LIKELIHOOD 
… MUSLIM … 
SUB-SAHARAN'

§ Nabil Matar, Islam in Britain, ‘the 
likelihood [in Tudor or Stuart Britain] of 
an Englishman or Scotsman meeting a 
Muslim [were] higher than that of 
meeting … a Sub-Saharan African. 
(1998)’



Kenneth Little, Negroes in 
Britain, doubts ‘if the Blackman 
whether of African or East 
Indian origin was a familiar 
figure [in England] until well 
on in the [sixteenth] century, 
except as a chance visitor or 
when imported from 
Portuguese and colonial 
territories [in Africa and the 
Caribbean].’ (1947)

'DOUBTS … IF 
THE BLACK MAN 
WAS FAMILIAR 

...'



THE MEDIEVAL-MIDDLE-
AGES?



ANCESTORS

Respectable 
Ancestors

Unrespectable 
Ancestors



Other Stranger Foreigner

Immigrant Johnny 
Come Lately



Kelts Vikings Angles

Saxons Normans





John Minsheu, Dictionary, (1599) ‘Moro – a blacke Moore of 
Barberie or a Neager … Moronez – a blackish swartie colour.’ ‘[a] 
Negrillo – [is] a little black More somewhat blacke, [a] Negro …











IBERIA OR SPAIN AND 
PORTUGAL?
















