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Opinion Data sharing

The Windrush scandal reminds us of the value
of archives

Destroying records and cutting library funds are political acts with grave implications

RICHARD OVENDEN
wv\u- P aw wiar Ma 3 T ‘:” ."
P.M. 22

Terchant Shipping Act, 1906, and Aliens Restriction Acts, 1914 and 19)9,
IN-COMING PASSENGERS S

\

JUL
N
NS ¢ s

Returns of i i -
Passengers brought to the United ‘Kx»nggom in ships arriving from l?l‘a'cel‘ =
out of Europe, and not within the Mediterranean Sea. I

-

Nores (¢) AU Pasrengery brow : 2 ; |
0N by aseh \hips are b ¢ a9 3 ‘
P - o i 7 8¢ o Be included, wheiver arviving todm § ¥ frodb ol uropeded (. 1ot Class, 2nd Class, Toaring €4 ) F
Share (8)2n the cuse of thas e ' S
e of those Mgy which gry ¢ IS L »
Ny Peaare trae, - !
Aot passengers who emiark o & port shroad and .c..u:-~:| " :::u;\(.:‘«‘l ;’:,‘.‘,;‘ A NN e parkcatens reqsired by i v sheuls saly be armshed i revp G
m Shp's Noww [ 1 "
ry J——
Save
BT, "B vizsensat inw%, l\l.L:Am:I;t:l.‘: 5 i . .) 190, TR 335
) TRERT, Ladla. 4 JOM0 0, ALVOKD, From TAIPICO, BATAKA DD |
LOYION, X, 0. ), 1]
\/ |
» K .
Date of Arrival ' ¢ 79 ¢«
NAMES AND DESCRIPTIONS OF BRITISH PASSENGERS
1
@ (4] “ 1
CLAS L3 1 . . ! .
[
'
hah

A Windrush passenger list. The destruction of such documents indicates at best a failure of management, and at worst a callous
disregard for certain Britons © The National Archives/Crown Copyright
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‘There was truth, and there was untruth, and
it you clung to the truth even against the
whole world you were not mad’

George Orwell, Nineteen-eighty four (1949)



Nineveh & Alexandria
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Cuneiform letter with clay
‘envelope’ common of the
2"d millennium BCE.
Envelope has seal
impressions of writer and
witness and summary of the
letter contained within.

c. 2100 BCE
(Ashmolean Museum)







-
s &

-,
~w
* .
"W‘{‘,‘. .I‘\ L
- ‘
e

. E .N m r, ” .. o ~. .K.
{ ~9 . & }/ N o,\/.,..,.. ‘ > i

: & ¥ - & . 3 Y L et
D T i cyon T

-




_— R — = & - Y
: qS "'*~“"‘ 8 22 'r'7~v~' e

A 9(/ g 14 »M*‘""’"” »(r-}. ;

RS -.-...& Y '\ “‘f"'“ @")‘{h" 5‘“‘(‘”' *"Nl\\}“ @ - r; B AR P ) OQ!*T'W T RO ” A.z G

4%
byt d -V-‘Gu\-r-h‘h l\w~w‘"".'(\1‘“’t V"“’%"F"‘"“"

Nﬂ*‘q*“ e LT aa LRl ST T ET AR AP
’o lb‘ "";’W""“WY‘Q'?"'**“W"W"“B W'A op.lloplpov_".w\:/’:‘nk £ q-nno 01“‘0"1“‘1”' 3
mezv"u 'gu— opwepap P el T 7. b ensge by : bp E34 I 7 | g s gy 5
AT TS by i B2 T ooy ek R 5 - Shotop by palmelayh ' w“’*"""éxh«w oe{ud-vf?weﬁv'“ ] e
& L 5 e e ol opotop "P‘"ﬁ'l'ﬂlﬂ"\‘\ PV‘*’M}' 15 ay uh-eoptp\l-é"w-ﬂv"v'fk ..*.‘.“ P T
“k'"“' S oze OPPY‘T%WIQG-TM'ZA PP uig- sy "“ it -ré,-y«rmv'l"“&f"
-y h'kw f"" ‘96"'{“‘43""‘“"‘“""""23 “4}01"-?06“5“-!‘61' : B qm%hmgﬂlw o o Be lﬂp-w-w &-'rlf*-rs
S ST I INRN lc-o--dnrzA Mé-lcu-ﬂm-u. Mﬁf-"uh i lywrepd oy o MEW e *_‘_“““N,,l
s ~Feai i o rh u-vﬁ'tmw "{&4
n"ﬁ"q‘ _,a..‘,wnzs s el pby 104 ot dro g Amn "*"““"m‘lvhhzeu' p r’#’Y‘V\“*"“"" Pt r‘r?*l"\“" SE BN
.,,\.';\*«.w'? W"f-"\fuuh-nmu -‘-.,\,..4.1,.,,.,‘,,,,,4_1,,‘,}l e T whpage \g:v“f “zr“‘rA e 5
Yt ;L'n—xi—:ﬁv,op.ov o//.nmu —m..;(,;,.,luwp w q,.,(,u,-nu. t,&n(!np a“n/—mw 4
i 4 Nt ‘f“ﬁ.‘u‘.'u,w"é‘ '“é? W‘"""‘l’ "f&%ld-a “}h'fwﬂr‘. /_M'W"Pc'f top” Tw S lA &-'rwz'?.vcvs
M"} 18‘" v’o‘r’ pﬁ—ropé{mﬁaw“\,“ b\'x&num» % LE | N-‘d\ll"‘\‘ @%th;ln{“l' ¥’ vEZ
s g -yl Sywpdpe i mhps e fras
bw"ﬂ"""“w év{mve&t—nuo-—mv £t ‘“‘\“‘ i Ly g
“" G e Sy w2 b w—t‘).. ourmrhc\t- > 'Avs-
GAD. -ﬂ.unu+-ru.MN l“‘,@ ‘,_“MN ol Ty N \(..\uu- j&\\m.eu sz iz A
R F eyt Lorpey 1§ s st o .- ﬁi#:::‘ﬁ;?” rpoor £b - oW Weby e 40 ol B prenFlont:
H P”°+X§W°p-mp T?I'-r:&l!‘ [@r/j?%f " h&&‘é.&""'“ 1" &“‘qa '
(-,a\ur" hlﬁ'ﬂmeg |c—np£{5“AN T Al m”"””an muh;d-w-yoq-hple ouTtes” 3 2
'G""“'"'”P""*“f'*‘""‘fr, - spop sparrolig foop it TN ki wpoghay €8 - pdyopdé- 138
*'T o e Ty p oty sgpss St oyypoy N‘r’lﬂ""" | RaReliigmuspals
*‘,frz.pmlté_‘ b“lf ‘Lfﬂ-l""r'l“ll oY b..u.-gl-\p-(-s ln.u.fnu ip &
e o -’\'17'-34&1 wupuhydodoupaps , ; Arfs. d'-r-v'wm"w,uwv
""-rna fk"'ﬂ{wﬂwls Twlb'“}ﬂ'{ : ¥ 'rhdlvrqhme- !}p.{ r = \
“ ‘revy'yﬁﬁml'runr’ l“}"" - Nt | 3 }"PWWQ’Nlﬁ o-nﬁ-yﬁl{mdms o '—\:‘Tt\'!m!)‘
g Y‘P‘-H“’l”‘"‘f‘-""’ ‘ — 4 dAXhwe Hl-rnA,c-:-iu -
épnln.b-b{mé&{uhlg 430 oy {§. u..?.\,\p
!"6"1’/"‘(‘1‘"61‘-{!' Wyﬂfhlg Warrwsto T
e

& o I ¢ ,5 ; /' »\SM )%Zr M’T\'.yu T'm”‘mki.”‘ ‘: A G e

'
e LN

o : ~ BN Xy £ g %

M’\ e Uy EA GLESRRIOE TR 0N AT ey 54 wiise
An—{ o

[ 7 ‘,’rell"f

.3 ..?:m
S - ,,T.h,g-nl\\' 'fh'rq'rnl U“*r“-“/f"‘ 1
) Yo - & «'f‘!”e‘h_‘s WJ’V—‘WW‘
| ?M I)@!nub\{“fi ? -

“erw g wﬂ‘x AR e daren 6 A A L me A 60 wwrpuwn P PW“ mene

’\‘f'l’ 7 N."*M Mp\'!- 3 h riv»Vﬁ -" '-'U‘“-"'.' LY "'t
—rM)' g b
A NAM'*'"" ! ‘V"/""NH- Cree Ay awxeerunm P T wc'r(u}llé‘l ”1'" :' '"; ")""" "?“"M‘ﬂ's "—n,,.., ,. ”W
= ackl . Ll
E mAevpd M s 8 ﬂ*" .’A '"AFB’. AV XS ; | s ﬁ.ﬁ dyt-\.~~ e o’ "p‘;"’;w"q_ & "N“i
& -

- 5
2 . Sy ?{‘w’ : T e \r\"l "'*‘f‘thwr\rrf‘”‘i'!*

& e
'17‘4 v~rf(',/ ¥

,‘.a

Euclid, Elements,
Constantinople,

CE 888

Bodleian Library, MS.
D’Orville 301
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The Library of Congress 1814



John James Halls, Rear Admiral
Sir George Cockburn at the
burning of Washington
engraved by C. Turner.
Mezzotint Library of Congress







George Munger (1781-1825).
[U.S. Capitol after Burning by
the British], 1814. Ink and
watercolor. Prints and
Photographs Division, Library of
Congress
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Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828)

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) ‘The
Edgehill Portrait’

Oil on mahogany panel 1805/1821

Smithsonian Institution, National
Portrait Gallery NPG.82.97
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THE BURNING OF LOUVAIN.

ettt . —

The Senate of the National University éf
{?ela.nd yesterdey passed the following resolu-
ion :— : '

“The Senate of the National University of
Ireland desires to offer to the illustrious Univer-
sity ¢ Louvain its deep sympathy on the
calamity ‘'which hes befallen it—a calamity .
without parallel in history since the destruction
of the Library of Alexandria. If this example
prevail in warfare, then we may expeot to
tind the records and ecdhievements of civiliza-
tion extinguisheéd by ignorance in arms. There-
foro we appeal to the universities of all nations
to unite in &.protest against an act so disastrous
to the progress of mankind.”

A Reuter telegram from The Hague states
that a dozén prominent Dutch ‘artists and men
of letters yestetday forwarded a telegram to
the German Emperor . protesting against the

deatrination. of tha town af Tanvaein: Ma



Google Books Ngram Viewer

Graph these comma-separated phrases: | Louvain case-insensitive

W Tweet

between 1800 and 2000 from the corpus English with smoothingof 3 . Eftbad Chait
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Vilna and Warsaw,
1941-45






Interior of the Strashun Library and Chaikl Lunski (1881-1943) Librarian of the

Strashun




Max Weinrich with

attendees at a YIVO N

seminar on 5 |
psychoanalysis i;, B

Yivo Institute
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The Popular Yiddish-Russian
Actress and Singer

- Luba WESOLY
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The Gate of the Vilna Ghetto, with German and Lithuanian guards 1942 / The ruins of the Vlina Ghetto, 1946 Yad Vashem



YIVO from an album that documents the
confiscation of cultural property by the
Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg.

Yad Vashem: 368




Emanuel Ringelblum, founder of
the "Oyneg Shabes" archive

Yad Vashem: 1592/64







Boxes and Jars in which the Ringelblum
Archives were concealed

Yad Vashem: 1605/17
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National Library of Bosnia & Herzegovina
1992
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Elif Shafak & @Elif_Safak - May 28

Remember her name, never forget.... Aida Buturovic, the young
librarian who was shot while trying to save some of the rare books from
the flames. History matters. Memory matters. Culture matters.
#Sarajevo #AidaButurovic @UNSRCulture
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Milosevic trial.

Secondly, yes, some special collections that were in the basement

of the library were saved largely because of a lack of oxygen. The
intensity of the fire was such that it drew all the oxygen upward, and
the items in the basement, to which some of the more valuable items in
the collection had been moved, survived. But the volume of material that
was saved is relatively small. I was shown six or seven large trunks
that contained some of the most precious items in the collection.
However, a very large part, a majority of -- for example, the Bosnian
periodicals collection was lost. This is material that no library, other
than the National Library, collected to such an extent.

A large percentage of the deposit publications, a fairly complete
collection of everything that had been printed in Bosnia from the
mid-19th century until the war, a large percentage of that wvanished.

What remained has been estimated at roughly 100.000 items. What was lost

included not only books, but special collections, maps, photographs, and
other items. So the 1.500.000 is a very firm estimate of the number of
library items that was lost, this according to Bosnian colleagues who had

published extensive material about it.
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Conventions

Second Protocol to the Hague Convention of 1954 for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict 1999

The Hague, 26 march 1999
- Convention, The Hague 14 May 1954
- First Protocol, The Hague, 14 May 1954

Depositary - Opened for Signature - Entry into force - Authoritative texts - Registration at the UN - States Parties - Declarations and Reservations - Territorial Application -

- Russian - Chinese - Arabic
The Parties,
Conscious of the need to improve the protection of cultural property in the event of armed conflict and to establish an enhanced system of protection for specifically designated cultural property;

Reaffirming the importance of the provisions of the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, done at the Hague on 14 May 1954, and emphasizing the necessity to
supplement these provisions through measures to reinforce their implementation;

Desiring to provide the High Contracting Parties to the Convention with a means of being more closely involved in the protection of cultural property in the event of armed conflict by establishing appropriate
procedures therefor;

Considering that the rules governing the protection of cultural property in the event of armed conflict should reflect developments in international law;
Affirming that the rules of customary international law will continue to govern questions not regulated by the provisions of this Protocol;

Have agreed as follows:

Chapter 1 Introduction
Article 1 Definitions
For the purposes of this Protocol:

a. "Party" means a State Party to this Protocol;

o

. "cultural property" means cultural property as defined in Article 1 of the Convention;

[e]

. "Convention" means the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, done at The Hague on 14 May 1954;

a

. "High Contracting Party" means a State Party to the Convention;

(]

. "enhanced protection” means the system of enhanced protection established by Articles 10 and 11;

N @ ®

UNESCO ORGANIZATION

Office of International
Standards and Legal Affairs

Mission
Who “s who?

FEATURES

Depositary letters

More information on the
Convention:

o Website of Culture Sector




< Tweet

a‘ Emir Suljagi¢
m’- @suljagicemir1
.@SNSDDodik is moving towards re-establishment of
the Bosnian Serb Army, the institution found by
International Court of Justice in 2007 to be
responsible for genocide. This is now a security crisis

of the first order. Peace in Bosnia is at stake. Time for
talk is over.

¥ Istraga.ba @IstragaB - Oct 28

Glavni odbor SNSD-a veceras bi na Palama trebao usvojiti zakljucke o
pokretanju procedure za osnivanje vojske Republike Srpske

7:25 PM - Oct 28, 2021 - Twitter for Android
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he past was erased, the erasure was
forgotten, the lie became truth’

George Orwell, Nineteen eighty-four (1949)



Questions?

E: richard.ovenden@bodleian.ox.ac.uk
Tw: @RichOve
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