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‘There was truth, and there was untruth, and 
if you clung to the truth even against the 

whole world you were not mad’

George Orwell, Nineteen-eighty four (1949)



Nineveh & Alexandria





Cuneiform letter with clay 
‘envelope’ common of the 
2nd millennium BCE. 
Envelope has seal 
impressions of writer and 
witness and summary of the 
letter contained within.

c. 2100 BCE
(Ashmolean Museum)







Euclid, Elements, 
Constantinople, 
CE 888
Bodleian Library, MS. 
D’Orville 301





























The Library of Congress 1814



John James Halls, Rear Admiral 
Sir George Cockburn at the 
burning of Washington 
engraved by C. Turner. 
Mezzotint Library of Congress





George Munger (1781–1825). 
[U.S. Capitol after Burning by 
the British], 1814. Ink and 
watercolor. Prints and 
Photographs Division, Library of 
Congress 





Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828)

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) ‘The 
Edgehill Portrait’

Oil on mahogany panel 1805/1821

Smithsonian Institution, National 
Portrait Gallery NPG.82.97













Vilna and Warsaw, 
1941-45





Interior of the Strashun Library and Chaikl Lunski (1881-1943) Librarian of the 
Strashun



Max Weinrich with 
attendees at a YIVO 
seminar on 
psychoanalysis

Yivo Institute









The Gate of the Vilna Ghetto, with German and Lithuanian guards 1942  / The ruins of the Vlina Ghetto, 1946  Yad Vashem



YIVO from an album that documents the 
confiscation of cultural property by the 
Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg.

Yad Vashem: 368



Emanuel Ringelblum, founder of 
the "Oyneg Shabes" archive

Yad Vashem: 1592/64





Boxes and Jars in which the Ringelblum
Archives were concealed

Yad Vashem: 1605/17









National Library of Bosnia & Herzegovina 
1992



















Who controls digital knowledge?























‘The past was erased, the erasure was 
forgotten, the lie became truth’

George Orwell, Nineteen eighty-four (1949)



Questions?

E: richard.ovenden@bodleian.ox.ac.uk
Tw: @RichOve
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