


Linda Lovelace
(1972):
pornographers
“treated me as if I
were a piece of
meat”.

Billie Eilish

(2021):
“I think it really
destroyed my
brain”.







What is
pornography?

‘“Real” sexual
practices







Definition:

“Pornography is the explicit
description or depiction of sexual
organs and practices with the
intention of arousing sexual
feelings”

(Francois Boucher’s
“Leda and the Swan” (c.1740)
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London
Anthropological
Society & The
Cannibal Club

Censorship:
Not if images
were of people
of colour




The Book of a
Thousand Nights and a Night
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Wrong to
assume a

historically
specific form of
pornography....

Late C18th-
early C19th













Change from
bawdiness as
political - to
bawdiness as

titillating

Lynn Hunt
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“I'TS VERY BRACING HERE -
BUT WE FIND THE WIND
RATHER TROUBLESOME!”
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HOW FAR DOES A GIRL HAVE TO GO
TO UNTANGLE HER TINGLE?
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bell hooks (1952-Dec 2021)

“Our desire for radical social change is ultimately linked with the
desire to experience pleasure, erotic fulfilment,

and a host of other passions”.






