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Gustav Mahler and Alma Schindler

Adagietto from Mahler’s Symphony No. 5

My ray of sun, I cannot tell you with words how I love you.
I can only declare my longing, my love, and my bliss.



Gustav Mahler to Alma Schindler

Wie ich dich liebe, du meine Sonne,
Ich kann mit Worten dir’s nicht sagen.
Nur meine Sehnsucht kann ich dir klagen,
Und meine Liebe, meine Wonne.

In which way I love you, my sunbeam,
I cannot with words tell you.
Only my longing can I declare with anguish,
And my love, my bliss.



Leoš Janáček

Kamila StösslováString Quartet No. 2
‘Intimate Letters’ 



Michelangelo Sonnet 24

Qual uso o qual governo al mondo niega,
Qual crudeltà del tempo, O qual più tardi,
C’a sì bel viso morte non perdoni?

What law or governance in the world,
What cruelty, now or in the future,
Could deny death to spare such a lovely face?

Peter Pears            Benjamin Britten



Song of SolomonLove-song of Shu-Sin



…quae fluunt impetu de Libano.
…which flow down from Libanus. 

Jacobus Clemens
(c1510-c1515)

Ego flos campi

…quae fluunt impetu de Libano.
…which flow down from Libanus.





Wagner
Tristan & Isolde

premièred 1865



The Wagners
Cosima (née Liszt) & Richard



to Madame Vasnier –
Songs that have only ever
lived by her, and which will
lose their graceful charm
if they never pass through
her melodious fairy mouth.
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Mary Austin & Freddie Mercury



Edward & Alice Elgar

Robert & Clara Schumann

Johannes Brahms




