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The Banqueting House, Whitehall



The topsy-turvy world of the civil war: wheelbarrows pushing men, horses driving carts, rats chasing cats, fish flying



The Siege of Oxford, 1646, Jan Wyck.                                                              The ruined remains of Old Campden House 



A crowd pulling down Cheapside Cross in London, 1643



MPs and soldiers jostling outside Parliament in the 1640s, rocking the ship of state





The 

1649 1650 1651 1652 1653 1654 1655 1656 1657 1658 1659 1660

The Commonwealth
No single head of state

House of Commons sovereign
Council of State executive

The Protectorate
Lord Protector head of state

House of Commons and Lord Protector share 
sovereignty



The long-haired ‘Cavaliers’ and short haired ‘Roundheads’ inciting their dogs to attack one another.

A Dialogue, or Rather a Parley Between Prince Ruperts Dogge Whose Name is Puddle, and Tobies 
Dog Whose Name is Pepper, 1643. 



Oliver Cromwell by Samuel Cooper (Buccleuch Heritage Trust) 



Charles I at his trial, by Edward Bower                                                John Bradshaw, who presided over the high court.



Marple Hall, Cheshire, childhood home of John Bradshaw



John Bradshaw, from a contemporary painting (Helmingham Hall), and his house in 
Congleton, Cheshire (now demolished).



The Trial of Charles I

John Bradshaw 
presiding over the 
commissioners and 
Charles I in the dock



The great seal of the new Commonwealth, with an image of the House of Commons replacing of that of the monarch



Newspapers
A novelty produced in 
abundance during the 1640s 
and 1650s and sold across 
the country



Newgate Prison, London

Where Marchamont
Nedham was imprisoned in 
1649P



The first issue of 
Mercurius Politicus
the pro-Commonwealth 
weekly newspaper edited 
by Marchamont Nedham

Missing persons advert

International news



Oliver Cromwell expelling the Rump Parliament, 1653, 
telling them to ‘be gone’, they had ‘sat long enough’



Hunstanton, Norfolk



Sir Hamon and Lady Alice L’Estrange of Hunstanton Hall, Norfolk



The Magdalen Almshouses,  Gaywood, 
Norfolk, rebuilt in 1649 after the medieval 
building was burned down during the civil war



The ‘Instrument of Government’ creating the Protectorate, 1653

Oliver Cromwell as Lord Protector



Guyhirn Chapel, Cambridgeshire (completed 1660) characteristic of the simple church interiors of the 1650s.



Father Christmas, being shunned by those in authority but welcomed by country folk, 1652/3



Muffs, a pair of gloves, fans, mask and two kerchiefs, Wenceslaus Hollar, 1647

Fine clothes bought and worn during the republican period.  
Both Hamon L’Estrange and Oliver Cromwell owned red silk suits.



The ‘Paston Treasure’, c1663, the collection of Sir Robert Paston of Oxnead, Norfolk. 
An ‘Aetheopian boy’ had also been part of the household at Hunstanton in the early 17th century



A Quaker Meeting (a mid-C17 print)
Archbishop Laud, who led the elaboration of 
worship and English churches under Charles I





Philip Lea, Map of the Caribbean, c1680. Showing Hispaniola outlined pink, Jamaica in yellow to its 
immediate west, the subjects of the ‘Western Design’ of 1655 



Charles Fleetwood, one of the Major Generals appointed in 1655 to effect greater moral reform 
and control over England



The Bodleian Library, Oxford, in the 17th century



William Petty, appointed 
Oxford Professor of Anatomy 
in 1651

Founder member of the 
Oxford Experimental 
Philosophy Club – later 
renamed the Royal Society.



The activities of the new scientists



The ‘Down Survey’ of Ireland, 1654-8, created the most 
accurate national map ever made in the British Isles



Catholic ownership of Ireland (blue) decreased dramatically in favour of 
Protestants (yellow) with the confiscations in the 1650s at the end of 
the civil war.



Anne Monck (nee Clarges) and her husband George Monck, whose actions in 
1659-60 brought about the Restoration



The restored Charles II processing to Parliament, 1660 (with George Monck riding behind him) 



Wisbech Castle, Cambridgeshire, built for Secretary of State John Thurloe in the 1650s



New fashions of the 1650s: coffee houses, 
periwigs for men, opera and musical theatre, 
newspapers, cosmetic patches.




