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‘… They should not be held by 
anyone or sold as slaves, but granted 
their true freedom, without anyone 
pretending to hold them as property 

…’





The Synod of Dordt, 1618-19



Baptized slaves should enjoy equal right of 
liberty with other Christians and ought never 
to be handed over again to the power of the 

heathens.



New 
Netherland 
(1614-64)



Baptized slaves should enjoy equal right of 
liberty with other Christians and ought never 
to be handed over again to the power of the 

heathens.





The memoir of Elias 
Neau (1662-1722)





The memoir of Elias 
Neau (1662-1722)





James Wetmore, ‘catechist to the Negroes’ in New York City, 3 Dec. 
1726

‘I never had so many Negro’s as Mr Neau had. …
Most of them are so vitious that People dont care 
to trust ’em in Companies.’







Rebecca 
Freundlich / 

Protten (c. 1718-80)







Charleston, South Carolina in 1762: 
North America’s main slave-trading port







The Revd. Robert 
Robertson’s 1730 book



The Planter would 
purchase none of them, 
if he could help it; He 
buys them because, as 
things stand, they are 

absolutely necessary to 
Sugar-making.





The Sugar-Manufacture in 
our Colonies admits of 
as little Respite from 

Labour as perhaps any 
sort of Business 

whatsoever any where 
else.



Could the Nature and 
Circumstances of this abstruse 
uncouth Trade be display’d 
…the Millions of Lives it 

destroys, and what little Care 
is, or perhaps can be, taken of 
their Souls, the Expectation of 
such an Interposal would not 

look altogether precarious.



Had it been the Lot of the 
best-natur’d and holiest 
Man that now lives in 

England to have lived in any 
of the Sugar-Colonies, he 
must have done so too.





‘The Minister, after viewing 
them well, and not without 
some inward Horror at the 

Undertaking he is now entring 
on, and the vast unknown 

Deep he is launching out into, 
begins with asking and writing 

down their Names.’





I leave it to the serious 
Thoughts ... of any Man of 

Candour and Ingenuity, who 
knows what Christianity is, 

and what this Slavery is, 
whether a Christian-Slave be not 

much such another 
Conjunction as God-Mammon, 

or Christ-Belial.











Revd. Philip Quaque (1741-1816), SPG 
missionary at Cape Coast Castle



While Countenance is given to the practice 
of Slavery, Religion will prove to us in 

these Parts … a stumbling Block, and to 
the Heathens who we earnestly wish may 
speedily become the Kingdom of God & 

of his Christ, Foolishness.



‘… whether there is any seeming prospect 
of establishing Christianity, or whether 
that cursed Slave Trade was not the chief 
Obstruction?’

‘Of the many Obstacles and Difficulties … 
principally the horrid Slave Trade.’
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