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The first Savilianprofessors

1619 Henry Briggs (1561ï1631)

1631 Peter Turner (1586ï1652)

1649 John Wallis (1616ï1703)

1704 Edmond Halley (1656ï1742)

1742 Nathaniel Bliss (1700ï64)

1765 Joseph Betts (1718ï66)

1766 John Smith (c.1721ï97)

1797 Abraham Robertson (1751ï1826)

1810 Stephen Peter Rigaud (1774ï1839)



Sir Henry Savile  (1549-1622)



{ŀǾƛƭŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ

. . . he first sent for Mr Gunter, 

from London . . . to have been his 

Professor of Geometrie;  

so he came and brought with him 

his Sector and Quadrant, and fell 

to resolving of Triangles and doeing

a great many fine things.

Said the grave Knight [Savile], Doe 

you call this reading of Geometrie?  

This is shewing of tricks, man!  and 

so dismisst him with scorne, and sent 

for Henry Briggs, from Cambridge.



1. Henry Briggs 
(1619-31)



John Bainbridge
First SavilianProfessor of Astronomy



2. Peter Turner 
(1631-48) 

& John Greaves



3. John Wallis (1649-1703)



²ŀƭƭƛǎΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎ



Arithmetica
Infinitorum



Rivalry with Hobbes



Later writings



4. Edmond Halley (1704-42)



Magnetism & solar eclipses



!ǇƻƭƭƻƴƛǳǎΩǎ 
Conics (1710)


