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The first Savilian professors

1619
1631
1649
1704
1742
1765
1766
1797
1810

Henry Briggs (1561-1631)

Peter Turner (1586-1652)

John Wallis (1616-1703)

Edmond Halley (1656—1742)
Nathaniel Bliss (1700-64)

Joseph Betts (1718-66)

John Smith (¢c.1721-97)

Abraham Robertson (1751-1826)
Stephen Peter Rigaud (1774-1839)



Sir Henry Savile (1549-1622)
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Savile’s first appointment

... he first sent for Mr Gunter,
from London ... to have been his
Professor of Geometrie;
so he came and brought with him
his Sector and Quadrant, and fell
to resolving of Triangles and doeing
a great many fine things.

Said the grave Knight [Savile], Doe
you call this reading of Geometrie?
This is shewing of tricks, man! and
so dismisst him with scorne, and sent
for Henry Briggs, from Cambridge.
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John Bainbridge

First Savilian Professor of Astronomy

1CL V. IOHANNIS BA!NBRIGH
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2. Peter Turner
& John Greaves ‘
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3. John Wallis (1649




Wallis’s writings
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Infinitorum

|

Et( continuata ejufmodi operatione juxta Tabellz leges ) invenictur

. 32 3X5¥x§X7%X7 40X Q¥ LIXIIXIZXI3 )
m"“‘i“"“‘l?q.xq.xéaéXSXSXIO:10*12:127(14" LEye

. 3X3 XS XGxPXTXIXGXIIXITXI3XI3 "
Majorquam ,  , x4x6x6x8 « $x10x 10x sznqu,"‘/l e

Et fic deinceps quoulg; libet. Ita nem?e ut fra&ionis Nu-

Fobannis Wallifi, $5.Th. D.
GEOMETRIZA PROFESSORIS
SAVILIeA N1 in Celeberrimi

Academia OXO NIENSI,

ARITHMETICA
INFINITORVM.

SIVE
Nova Methodus [nquirendi in Curvili-

neorum Quadraturam, aliaq; difficiliora
Mathefeos Problemata.

0oXoNII,
Typis LEON; LICHFIELD Academiz Typographi,
Impenfis THO. ROBINSON. Aano 1655.

< ~—

— gr———— -

PROP. C!XXXIX. Theorema.
H Inc [equitur, guod Si ex Tabellz prop. 184. locis
: vacuis unus quilibet numero noto fuppleatur, e-
runt & reliqui omnes cogniti.

Verbi gratid; finumerushicnoti O defignatus fupponatu,
eognitus, reliqui omnes etiam cognofcentur ; qui nempe cam
habent ad illum rationem quz hic fubtus indigitatur.

o 1jzali|dal ¥ .59 |50 6] A

1 1 1 1  §  § 1  § 1 1 I .
TN e 2] =1
13| o|%|4a] 4|40 3 sa) 41 A2
e T =z L alwe
Pl d)aldls |2 e| 2| s [1=2
o o Lo e ‘-‘
ja 1 |sa| o) |0 M gta)uy A-.&.'_g_’___.

: ot e s e p—

e w=ligg 1t | sx Lo | 22 124 412341

£ x|t |3 | 6 x 3 o I =3

* ot = : : 3 s
R A R R Lt T ) (S LA ETLELIER
P o— .
i T D O TR Sl B el U AL E ST
48 — D — — Ve e . =
Zar |0k paa oo M e i, 160640456016k
s y — — ? pm—— 105

i 19909 1331058 & L]
i T A e i et AL Y

24 .
=|62‘+96;'-}!76l’1','é£
A : 384

Aaa Totus




Rivalry with Hobbes

' fobahmlc Wallifit,8.T.D.

Geometriz ProfeflorisSAv iz r A N1,

In Celeberrima Academia
OXONIENSI,

ELENCHUS GEOME-
TRIALE HOBBIANLAL.
Sivey,
GeoMETRY coRUM,qu in ipfius Elea
mentis Philofopbia,a Tmom o Honz us
SO alme [burien i proferantur,

Reruraris o,

OXONIZE, o

~ Excudebat H.HA L1 -Impenfis JoraNNTSCROOKS

apud quem proftant LoNp1x1 fub infig
Navis in Coemiterio Paulino, 1655. .

'SIX LESSONS

TotheProrzssors ofthe
MATHEMATIQUES

ONE OF

GEOMETRY,

THE OTHER OF

ASTRONOMY:

In the Chaires fet up by the Nloble and Lear-

nedSirHenry Savive, inthe
Univerfity of Oxford.

5??'

Printed by #. M. for edndren Crook , at
the Green-Dragon, in Pauls
Church-yard.
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Later writings

TREXTISE
ALGEBRA.,

B50TH

Biftozical and Practical.

SHEWING,

The Original, Progrefs, and Advancement
thereof, from time to time; and by what
Steps it hath attained to the Heighth at
which now it is.

With fome Additiond TREATISES,

L. Of the Cono-Coneus 5 being a Body reprefenting in part
a Conus, in parc a Gunens.

1l. Of Augular Seétions; and other things relating there.
unto, and to Trigonsmetry.

1. OF the dugle of Contait ; with other things appertain.
ing to the Compofition of Mugnitudcs, the Iceptive, of Magnituldes,
and the Compofition of Motions, with the Retults chereot.

IV. Of Combinations, Alternations, and Alijuor Parts.

By ]‘ OHN WA LLIS, D.D. Profeffor of Geomeiry in the
Univerfity of Oxford ; and & Member of the Royal Society, London.

LONDON:

Printed by Jobu Plaford, for Rickad Davis, Bookleiler,
in the Univerficy of Ox ¥ 0 & p, M. DC, LXXXV.

s

Fobannis #allis S. T. D.

Geometriz Profefloris Savinrani, in Celeberrima
Academia OXONIENST,

OPERUM MATHEMATICORUM
Polumen Tertium.

QUO CONTINENTUR
Craupii ProLEMAI
PorPHYRII s Harmonica:
MAaNUELTS BRYENNII
Arenarius, &

Dimenfio Circuli;
Cum Evrocii Commentario:

ARCHIMEDIS

ARisTarcHI Samil, de Magnitudinibus & Diftantiis
Solis & Lunz, Liber :

Parri ALEXANDRINI, Libri Secundi Colle€tancorum,
hactenus defiderati, Fragmentum:

Grece & Latine Edita, cum Nutis,

ACCEDUNT
ErisToL & nonnuile, rem Mathematicam {peftantes;

8
Orvuscura quedam MISGELLANEA.

0 X 0 NI.E,
E ToeaTRO SHELDONIANO, An. Dom. MDCXCIX,




4. Edmond Halley (1704-42)




Magnetism & solar eclipses
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Apollonius’s
Conics (1710)

APOLLONII PERG AT
CONICORUM
LIBRI OCTO,

ET
SERENI ANTISSENSIS
DE SECTIONE
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Halley’s house in New College Lane

[P EVIN

HALLEY

“Savihan meesso@f

Cemnéu.)r 17031742
livedgand had

his observatory

m this house




5. Nathaniel Bliss (1742-64)




Newtonian Oxford

A

COURSE|—————

O F

Mathematical Le&ures
and = Experiments.

MECHANICKS. !’ullcw fingle and combined.
: The Weel and Axle, or Axis in Peritrochio,
HE Univerfal Properties of Bodies: The Wedge, ’
l Of Motion in general, ‘The Screw.

The Laws of it, as Stated by Sir Ifzac| Sévetsl Compound Engines.
Nemton ¢ cxplain’d and illuftrated by Experiments.| The general chthod of computing the Power of
Of the Auradtion and Repulfion of the partsjany compound Machine.
of Mauter. y owto hnd the Quantity of Friction in Mecha-
Of the Cohefion of the parts of Bodies. nick Engines.
Expetiments concerning the Afcent of Fluids in]  Experiments to fhew the different Effec of the
fmall Tubes, and between Glafs Plates 8c. fame Power, aling at the fame point of 20 Englne,
Concerning Maguetical and Ele@rical Attradtion [in different Diredtions,
and Repulfion; Bxperiments to fhew the Effet of two or more
The Univerfal Law of Gravitation. ———— ThelPowers, aéting at the fame time in different Di.
gencral Phenomena of it confider’d. {reQions.
* Lxperiments to explain the Nature of the Center| Experiments to Ihew the Ufes and Advantages
of Gravity, and to dillinguifh it from the Center of of large and fmall Wheels in all forts of Carriages.
Maguitude, and the Cenier of Motion. Experiments concerning the Strength of Timber,
How to find the Center of Gravity in all with their Application to KEC Strength of the Banes.
Kinds of Bodies, Of Accelerated and Retarded Motion,
Concerning the Line of Direction and Diftance! —— That the Velocities of Defcending Bodies
of a Weight and 2 Power. are as the times of Delcent.
Ligperiments concerning the Sliding, Rolling,| —— That the Spaces defcribed, are in the du-
and Falling of Bodics. plicate Proportion of the times.
——— Upon what the general Principle of] An Inftrument to meafure the Force of delcend-
Mechanicks 3s Eftablilhed. ing Bodies.
‘T'he Truth of it rrov:d and illultrated by its} OF the Afcent and Defcent of Bodies upon incli-
Application to feveral Mcchanick Powers. ned Planes.
"I'he feveral Kinds of Leavers, —— The Proper-|  OF Pendulums.
ties and Ufes of the Ballance of Steel-Yard. Of the Center of Ofcillation.
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6. Joseph Betts (1765-66)

7. John Smith (

ADeIcnptlon of thePath of the Annulus orerparz‘ ofthislfland
in the Solar Eclpre dpril 1"1764.
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OBSERVATIONS

ON THE

USE axp ABUSE

OF THE

Cheltenhamm W aters,

IN WHICH ARE INCLUDED

Occafianal Remarks on different Saline
Compofitions.

By J. SMITH, M. D,

Savilian Profeffor of Geometry in the Univerfeity of
OXFORD.

CHELTENHAM:

Printed and S6ld by S. HARW AR D ; fold alfo at his
Shopsin Grocestzrand Tzwkesaury; byMunzay,
Ermsiy, and Capzry, in Loxpon; and by the
Bookfellers in Oxrorp and Batu. 1786,

Price One Shilling and Six-pence.




8. Abraham Robertson (1797-1810)
9. Stephen Peter Rigaud (1810-27)

ELEMENTS

OF
CONIC SECTIONS

DEDUCED FROM THE CONE,

AND DESIGNED A§
AN INTRODUCTION
TO THE

NEWTONIAN PHILOSOPHY.

B um—

BY THE
REV. A. ROBERTSON, D.D. F.R.S.

i
SAVILIAN PROFESSOR OF ASTRONOMY IN THE UNIVERSITY
’ OF OXFORD.

B S —
OXFORD,

AT THE CLARENDON PRESS,
MDCCCXVIIL.

ON

THE ARENARIUS

OF

"ARCHIMEDES.

s

STEPHEN PETER RIGAUD, M. A.

SAVILIAN PROFESSOR OF ASTRONOMY.

'~ OXFORD,
PRINTED BY §. COLLINGWOOD, PRINTER TO THE UNIVERSITY, FOR

THE ASHMOLEAN SOCIETY.

MDCCCXXXVII,




Later Savilian professors

1827
1861
1883
1897
1920
1931
1963
1969
1995
1997
2017

Baden Powell (1796-1860)

Henry J. S. Smith (1826-83)
James Joseph Sylvester (1814-97)
William Esson (1839-1916)
Godfrey Harold Hardy (1877-1947)
Edward C. Titchmarsh (1899-1963)
Michael F. Atiyah (1929-2019)

loan M. James (b. 1928)

Richard L. Taylor (b.1962)

Nigel J. Hitchin (b. 1946)

Frances C. Kirwan (b. 1959)



10. Baden Powell (1827-60)




Two publications

THE PRESENT STATE
AND
FUTURE PROSPECTS

oF

MATHEMATICAL AND PHYSICAL

STUDIES
IN THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD,

CONSIDERED

PUBLIC LECTURE,

INTRODUCTORY TO HIS USUAL COURSE,
IN EASTER TERM, MDCCCXXXII,

BY THE

REV. BADEN POWELL, M.A. I' R.S.
OF ORIEL COLLEGE,
SAVILIAN PROFESSOR OF GEOMETRY.

OXFORD,
PRINTED BY W. BAXTER FOR THE AUTHOR.
SOLD EY J. H, PARKER;
AND BY J. G. AND F, RIVINGTON, LONDON.

1832.

W e

NATURAL PHILOSOPHTY,
FROM THE EARLIEST PERIODS )

T0 THE PRESENT TINE,

BADEN POWELL,M.A.

Suyilian Frore|sor of Mathemnatics in e University o Omord.




Powell at the Royal Institution
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. Henry J. S. Smith
(1861-83)
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Number theory

Report on the Theory of Numbers.~—Part 1.
By H.J. Sternex Svitru, M.A., Fellow of Balliol College, Ozford.

1. Tue ‘ Disquisitiones Avithmeticae’ of Karl Friedrich Gauss (Lipsia,
1801) and the ‘ Théorie des Nombres’ of Adrien Marie Legendre (Paris,
1830, ed. 8) are still the classical works on the Theory of Numbers.
Nevertheless, the actual state of this part of mathematical analysis is but

11=9+1+1+0+0=4+4+1+1+1=1+4+1+4+1=...




12. James Joseph Sylvester (1883-97)
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J. ). Sylvester & Arthur Cayley
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' New College,
Oxford
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Lectures on surfaces
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SAVILIAN PROFESSOR OF GEOMETRY: J. J. Svivester, M.A., Hon. D.C.L.

\The pr0posed grant from the University for the purchase of geometrical models not having yet
i‘ecelved the necessary sanction, the previously announced course of Lectures “on Surfaces, illustrated by
plaster, string, and .card-board models,” is postponed. The Lectures for the ensuing Term will be on
Projective Reciprocants (otherwise called Differential Invariants) and their geometrical appllcatlons |

Intending- members of the class are recommended to procure M. Halphen’s “ Thése sur les Invariants
Differentiels” (Paris: Gauthier Villars, 1878), and the Report of the Professor’s Lectures on ‘Reciprocants,
delivered before the University in Hilary and Trinity Terms last, edited by Mr. James Hammond, in
Part 3. Vol. 8 and the forthcoming parts of Vol. g of the American Journal of Mathematlcs (Tritbner & Co
Ludgate Hill).

The days of lecture will, as previously announced, be Tuesday and Saturday, commencmg Saturday,
October 23, but in lieu of 11 a.M, as prevxous]y announced at 4.30 P.M, :




THE OXFORD MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY.

Novexser, 1888.

{Oj’:’/‘f Oyt'zrki,/kcl/‘ Te°Cy /

President.
J. J. SYLVESTER, M.A, F.R.S,, Savilian Professor of Geometry. -

Vice-Presidents.
REV. BARTHOLOMEW PRICE, M.A, FR.S., Sedleian Professor of Natural Philosophy.
WILLIAM LSSON, MA., F.RS., Merton College.

Secretary.
1§, B. ELLIOTT, M.A., Queen's College.

R. E. Ba¥ses, M.A,, Ch. Ch. Rev. R. Harcey, MA, F.R.S.
Rev. J. Bewzany, DD, Vice-Chancellor, and | E. H. Haves, M.A., New College.
President of St Jobin's, C. Leuoesvory, M.A., Pembroke College.
C. E. Bickyony, M.A. New College. A. Lobce, M.A., St. John's College.
T. Bowyay, JLA., Merton College. D. B. Moxro, M.A., Provost of Oricl Collcge.
J. 1. Caxenrrt, B.A, Hertford College. C. J. C. Puce, M.A,, Excter College.
AW Cave, JLA, Migdulen College, Rev. C. Parrcuarn, M.A, FRS, Savilian
Rev. R. 10 Cicanseiy, MoAL, St Mary Hull, Professor of Astronomy.
Rev. J. Cukvanten, M.A, New College. L. J. Rocers, M.A., Balliol College.
R. B. Cutrroy, M.A,, LIS, Professor of Kx- | J. W. Russerr, M.A., Merton College.
perimental Philosophy. C. H. Sanrsox, M.A.,, B.N.C.
Rev. H. Deaxr, B.D, St John's College. Rev. 1. F. Saxrsoy, M.A., Ch. Ch.
M. Dyke, LA, Woreestor College, A. L. Seray, M.A., Merton College.
Gl Facrexen, M A, University College. : Rev. . J. Swrrw, MLA., Trinity College.
I T, Genaxs, M, Worcester College, | E. J. Stosk, LA, FRS, Ch. Ch, Radcliffe
J. Gurerrrus, MUAL, desus College., ; Obscrver.

J. Hasvoxo, MA., Queen's College, Camb, Rev, G. S, Warp, M.A., Tertford College.
C.oE asenroor, BAL Hortford College, ~J. Cook Wissox, MLA., Oriel College.

Oxford
Mathematical
Society, 1888




13.

Wi illiam Esson
(1897-1916)

That under the powers conferred bx the Emergencz Statute

11, which was approved by Convocation on November 2, 1915,
the election to the vacant Savilian Professorship of Geometry
be_suspended from February 1, 1917, until the end of the

Emergency Period, as defined in the Universities and Colleges
(Emergency Powers) Act, 1913 ; and that any moneys undis-




Hardy (1920-31)
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Hardy leaves Cambridge

SAVILIAN PROFESSORSHIP OF GEOMETRY.

At a-meeting of the Electors held on Friday,
‘December 12, GoprFrey HaroLp Harpy, M.A., Fellow
of Trinity College, Cambridge, was elected Savilian Pro-
fessor of Geometry, to enter on office on January 19,
1920. ‘
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Hardy’s

Inaugural lecture

SOME FAMOUS PROBLEMS

of the

THEORY OF NUMBERS

and in particular

Waring’s Problem

«An Inaugural Lecture delivered before the
University of Oxford

BY

G. H. HARDY, M.A,, F.RS.

Fellow of New College
Savilian Professor of Geometry in the University of Oxford
ana late Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge

OXFORD
AT THE CLARENDON PRESS

1920
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Hardy’s internationalism




Publications Collected Papers of
SRINIVASA RAMANUJAN

A MATHEMATICIAN’S e
" APOLOGY —"—y

GHH B oy bt oy P. V. RESHU AIYAR
3 Bt i and
— S SR B M. WILSON

G, H. HARDY

WHAT IS GEOMETRY *?
(Presidential Address to the Mathematical Association, 1925.)
By Pror. G. H. Harpy, F.R.S.

I HAVE put the title of my address in the form of a definite question, to which
[ propose to return an equally definite answer. I wish to make it quite plain
from the beginning that there will be nothing in the least degree original, still
less anything paradoxical or sensational, in my answer, which will be the
orthodox answer of the orthodox professional mathematician.
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15. E. C. Titchmarsh (1931-63)




Letters to
Titchmarsh

il

1 August,1931.

Ref.No.GSP/1.

Dear Sir,

I have the pleasure to inform you that you
have this day been elected to the Savilian Professorship
of Geometry with effect from October 1 next.

Yours faithfully,

M%«z.

Reglstrar.

E.C.Titchmarsh,Esq.,
Maplestead Hall,
Halstead,

Essex.
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Some of Titchmarsh’s books

— =
The Theory of
FUNCTIONS

i
R CONNINGHAN, X

No.26

THE ZETA-FUNCTION
OF RIEMANN

S
K. C. TITCHMARSH, MA.

~ SECOND EDITION




. Michael Atiyah
(1963
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Atiyah’s
collaborators
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ATHEMATISCHES INSTITUT

FUR ANGEWANDTE MATHEMATIK
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17. loan

James
(1969-95)

ALGEBRAIC
TOPOLOGY

NORTHAROLEAAND

Undergraduate Texts in Mathematics

I.M. James

Topological and
Un%grm Spaces




18.
Richard
Taylor

(1995-96)



19. Nigel Hitchin
20. Frances Kirwan
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Tathematical SECOND ED

Scrences * :
edited by John
‘Raymond Flood, & Robin

Oxford’s Sedleian
Professors of
Natural Philosophy

Savilian

Professors ]

of Geometry (ed C. Hollings & M. McCartney)
' One-day meeting: Bodleian

Library, 18 June 2022




