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The first Savilian professors

1619 Henry Briggs (1561–1631)

1631 Peter Turner (1586–1652)

1649 John Wallis (1616–1703)

1704 Edmond Halley (1656–1742)

1742 Nathaniel Bliss (1700–64)

1765 Joseph Betts (1718–66)

1766 John Smith (c.1721–97)

1797 Abraham Robertson (1751–1826)

1810 Stephen Peter Rigaud (1774–1839)



Sir Henry Savile  (1549-1622)



Savile’s first appointment

. . . he first sent for Mr Gunter, 

from London . . . to have been his 

Professor of Geometrie;  

so he came and brought with him 

his Sector and Quadrant, and fell 

to resolving of Triangles and doeing

a great many fine things.

Said the grave Knight [Savile], Doe 

you call this reading of Geometrie?  

This is shewing of tricks, man!  and 

so dismisst him with scorne, and sent 

for Henry Briggs, from Cambridge.



1. Henry Briggs 
(1619-31)



John Bainbridge
First Savilian Professor of Astronomy



2. Peter Turner 
(1631-48) 

& John Greaves



3. John Wallis (1649-1703)



Wallis’s writings



Arithmetica
Infinitorum



Rivalry with Hobbes



Later writings



4. Edmond Halley (1704-42)



Magnetism & solar eclipses



Apollonius’s 
Conics (1710)



Halley’s house in New College Lane 



5.  Nathaniel Bliss  (1742-64)



Newtonian Oxford



6.  Joseph Betts (1765-66) 

7.  John Smith (1766-97)



8.  Abraham Robertson (1797-1810)  

9.  Stephen Peter Rigaud (1810-27)



Later Savilian professors

1827 Baden Powell (1796–1860)

1861 Henry J. S. Smith (1826–83)

1883 James Joseph Sylvester (1814–97)

1897 William Esson (1839–1916)

1920 Godfrey Harold Hardy (1877–1947)

1931 Edward C. Titchmarsh (1899–1963)

1963 Michael F. Atiyah (1929–2019)

1969 Ioan M. James (b. 1928)

1995 Richard L. Taylor (b.1962)

1997 Nigel J. Hitchin (b. 1946)

2017 Frances C. Kirwan (b. 1959)



10.  Baden Powell (1827-60)



Two publications



Powell at the Royal Institution



British
Association 

meeting 
Oxford 1847



11.  Henry J. S. Smith 
(1861-83) 



University Museum



Number theory

11 = 9 + 1 + 1 + 0 + 0 = 4 + 4 + 1 + 1 + 1 = 1 + 4 + 1 + 4 + 1 = . . . 



12.  James Joseph Sylvester (1883-97)



J. J. Sylvester & Arthur Cayley



Lectures on surfaces



Oxford 
Mathematical 
Society, 1888



13.  
William Esson

(1897-1916)



14.  G. H. Hardy (1920-31)



Hardy leaves Cambridge



New College



Hardy’s Inaugural lecture



Hardy’s 
research 
students



Hardy’s internationalism



Publications



15.  E. C. Titchmarsh (1931-63)



Letters to 
Titchmarsh



Some of Titchmarsh’s books



16.  Michael Atiyah
(1963-68)



Atiyah’s
collaborators



International 
awards



17.  Ioan
James 

(1969-95) 



18.  
Richard 
Taylor

(1995-96) 



19.  Nigel Hitchin
20.  Frances Kirwan





Oxford’s Sedleian
Professors of

Natural Philosophy
(ed C. Hollings & M. McCartney)

One-day meeting: Bodleian 
Library, 18 June 2022


