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A. Gerasimov, The Bolshoi Theatre 1947
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Zhdanov and Stalin
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Sergo Ordzhonikidze (1886-1937) &



5 January 1948 Stalin attends The Great Friendship at the Bolshoi

6 January Zhdanov has a meeting with the performers of the opera and plans major
changes in the administration of culture

10-13 January a meeting with composers at the Party CC

Dismissals and new appointments: Tikhon Khrennikov becomes the General Secretary of
the Composers’ Union

10 February publication of the actual Party Resolution on The Great Friendship
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The opera’s pnncipal faults ie primarily 1n the music, which 1s inexpressive and
impoverished. It does not contain a single memorable aria. It is chaotic and
inharmonious, being constructed largely from dissonances and sonorities that offend the
ear. Individual lines and scenes that make some pretence to melodiousness are suddenly
interrupted by disorganized noise that is totally alien to normal human experience, and
which has 2 depressive effect on the listener. There is no organic connection between the
development of the action on stage and the musical accompaniment. The vocal aspect of

the opera—the choral, solo and ensemble singing—makes a poor impression. Due to all

of this, the abilities of the orchestra and singers remain unused.
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V. ivanov sketch for a set of the Great Friendship
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‘The composer failed to draw upon the riches of folk melody, the songs and

dance tunes that are to be found in such abundance among the peoples of the USSR in

general, and in particular among the peoples of the North Caucasus, where the action of

the opera takes place.
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V. lvanov, sketch for The Great Friendship






REASONS FOR THE 1948 RESOLUTION

The anti-Western ideological trend instigated by Stalin and Zhdanov after the War

Zhdanov's personal distaste for anything remotely modernist

Zhdanov's opportunism in using the moment for sidelining his rivals (such as the minister

Khrapchenko) and establishing direct Party domination over culture, rather than through the
mediation of state institutions

The desire of certain previously overlooked composers for recognition and remuneration that
had been concentrated for years in the hands of a narrow elite

A sincere aesthetic dislike of modernism among composers of a more traditional bent






OFFENDING WORKS
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Nikolai Myaskovsky

Viktor Govorkov
Poster from 1940



Tatiana Sharova; Conductor Gennady Rozhdestvensky






SYMPHONY-POEM

Aram Khachaturian
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THE FORMALISTS

Shostakovich, Prokofiev, Khachaturian, Shebalin, Popov, Myaskovsky



Things are especially bad where symphonic and operatic works are concerned:
here we tind composers who are devoted to this anti-social formalist trend. The trend
has found its fullest expression in the work of such composers as comrades
D. Shostakovich, S. Prokofiev, A.Khachaturian, V. Shebalin, G. Popov, and
N. Myaskovsky, whose music displays most strikingly these formalist perversions and
undemocratic tendencies so alien to the Soviet people and their artistic tastes. This music

1s characterized by the negation of the chief principles of classical music, by the

preaching of atonality, dissonance and disharmony, all of which are supposedly signs of
“progress”‘and “innovaton” in the development of musical form. These composers
reject the essential foundations of the musical work, such as melody; instead, they take
delight in chaotic and neurotic sonomties, turning music into cacophony, an anarchic
piing-up of sounds. This music strongly suggests the spirit of present-day bourgeois
music in Europe and America, music that reflects the dementia of bourgeois culture; this

1s 2 complete negation of musical art, a dead end.



Moscow, February 14,1948

The following works of Soviet composers currently in the schedules of concert
organizations are to be banned from performance and removed from the repertoire lists
[only works by Shostakovich and Prokofiev are included in this extract]:

Shostakovich
Symphony No. 6
Symphony No. 8
Symphony No. 9
Piano Concerto
‘Poem of the Motherland
Octet
Piano Sonata No. 2
Songs on English verses
Aphorisms, a cycle of piano pieces

Prokofiev
Symphonic Suite 7947

Qde for the End of the War

Festive Poem
Cantata for the 30" Anniversary of the October Revolution (text by

Dolmatovsky)

Ballad about 2 Boy ...

Thonghts, a cycle of piano pieces
Piano Sonata No. 6

Piano Sonata No. 8
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Bartje Bartmans I

P. 'JIHSP, cou. 83

Reinhold Gliere

Vielino I Y e DD — : —

Quartet No. 4

Yiolino II

(1943)

Viola

Yicloncello







Juozas Tallat-Kelpsa
The Stalin Cantata

(Poem by Saloméja Neris)
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Balys Dvarionas, Violin Concerto, performed by Alexander Livont







Nikolai Budashkin

Russian Fantasy
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CopMoBcKas nupuyeckas

Boris Mokrousov

Lyrical Song of Sormovo






REPENTANCE AND COMEBACKS

Prokofiev at the Congress of Soviet Composers, 1948



Response of Sergei Prokofiev
to the Resolution of February 10 1948

letter read zn absentia during General Assembly of Soviet Composers,
Moscow, February 17-26, 1948]

. oo

Regarding my own case: some elements of formalism were characteristic of my
music as eatly as fifteen to twenty yeats angj,i["'%”&;s %Jrofbably infected through my contact
with 2 number of Western trends. After\} Pravda (under the direction of the Central
Committee) had exposed the formalist errors in Shostakovich’s opera, I pondered over
the various creative devices in my own music and concluded that the path I had taken
was wrong. In a number of the works that followed (Akxander Nevsky, Zdravitsa, Romeo
and [uliez, the Fifth Symphony), I attempted to liberate myself from formalist elements,
and I think I succeeded in this to some extent. The persistence of formalism in some of
my works can probably be explained by a degree of complacency on my part, and 2
failure to understand that our people have no need for such things. After the Resolution,
which has had a rousing effect on the entire community of composers, it has become
clear exactly what kind of music our people need; and now it is also clear how we can

overcome the formalist disease.
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Shostakowch at the Peace Conference in New York, March 1949
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A Hymn of People’s love, collective work, 1949
Anekceu LLloBkyHeHKoO, NnaToH beneukun, ropb PesHuk. 'MmH HapoaHon ntob6sun. 1950




The Fall of Berlin (1949), final scene
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Shostakovich,

Song of the Forests

Yevgeni Svetlanov in Japan
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: Recording from 1950 (?) , images collated by 783nata and posted on 2 March 2022
Prokofieyv,

On Guard for Peace
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Shostakovich, manuscript for the Anti-Formalist Rayok, a lampoon of the 1948 debacle
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STALIN'S DEATH

A. erasimov, Stalin’s Funeral (1953)



CONCLUSIONS

investment in music as high art

the concept of individual creator

the agency of professional communities
art belongs to the people

the obscurity of textless music



PETR & “ LAURA

" LIMONOV \ DER HEIJDEN
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SONATA FORCELLOANDPIANO
INC MAJOR, OP. 119 (1949)

LAURA VAN DERHELJDEN
PETRLIMONOV

|. ANDANTE GRAVE Il. MODERATO Ill. ALLEGRO MA NON TROPPO




