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Investigative Journalism 2022



Developments since IJ 2008

•Data Journalism
•Security & surveillance 
techniques to frustrate 

journalists
•New models of funding 
and executing including



Since 2000: 
IJ around the world

• China
• The Arab world

• Turkey
• Poland
• India

•Malaysia
• Nigeria

• European Union
• Latin America
• England



Data Journalism 
revaluation of journalism tradecraft



Thalidomide Case



Data Journalism 

•Verify
• Establish credibility and 

reliability
•Assess for a story
•Corroborate



The Panama Papers



International 
Consortium of 
Investigative 
Journalists (ICIJ) 



The Panama Papers
• 370 reporters from 
• 80 countries, working across 
• 25 different languages, plus coding languages 



Much of the 
technology 
employed to 
produce the 
Panama Papers ‘is 
already obsolete’



Security & Surveillance: the vital 
whistleblower



Julian Assange and Edward Snowden





New ways of funding and executing
1. Mission-driven journalism







Belling the 
Cat





Examples
• analysis of the April 7, 2018, 

chemical attack in Douma, 
Syria 
• illegal shipping of precursors 

of the nerve agent Sarin to 
Syria by Belgian companies 
• use of drones by non-state 

actors in Syria and Iraq 
• identifying a key suspect in the 

Malaysian Airlines Flight 17 
investigation as a high-ranking 
Russian intelligence officer



GLOBAL 
INVESTIGATIVE 
JOURNALISM 

NETWORK

•182 member 
organisations in
• 77 countries





New ways of funding and executing 
2. Grassroots organisations



Correctiv 
Lokal



The 
Correspondent



New models of funding and 
executing

3. Verification units



Amnesty 
International 
Digital 
Verification 
Corps



New	investigative	techniques

Extract	from	Anatomy	of	a	Killing – BBC	News,	23	September	2018



Challenges 
increased since 

2008:
Threats to 
journalists





Arizona Project



Brazilian Association 
of Investigative 
Journalism (ABRAJI)







Khadija Ismayilova





IJ around the world
• China

• The Arab world
• Turkey
• Poland
• India

•Malaysia
• Nigeria

• European Union
• Latin America
• England



CHINA 
1980s-1990s ‘a second golden age’





Sun Zhigang’s death in 2003 孙志刚之死



Chenzhou officials’ 
corruption
郴州官场窝案



the Sanlu Milk Scandal in 2008 三鹿奶粉污染事件



Some current Chinese IJ platforms

Social Media
• 兽爷 Sugar daddy

• 丁香医生 Dingxiang Doctor
• 小声比比Whistleblower
• 光谷客 Hidden Guest

• 兽楼处 Home of the Beast
Legacy Media with SM platforms

• 澎湃新闻 The Paper
• 财新传媒 Caixin Media



INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM AND SOCIAL MEDIA: CUI’S BLOG



Cui Yong 
Yuan’s blog
崔永元美国转基因调查纪录片

阴阳合同



The Arab World –
diversity and 
difficulty









Turkey: journalism in books



https://www.umagkitap.com/mobilya-dosyasi
Uğur Mumcu Investigative Journalism Foundation







Poland: 
crowdfunding 
& Youtube





Poland’s neo-Nazis



TELL NO ONE: paedophile
priests



INDIA: a 
tradition 
under threat







Bollywood 
films about 

investigations



Malaysia: 
Environment 
destruction 
and political 
corruption





The Sarawak Report  downed this crooked politician



Nigeria: 
Rapid 
decline



Dele Giwa founded Newswatch



Nigerian journalism’s decline





Hans-Martin Tillack, European Union



Dataharvest – the European Investigative Journalism 
Conference



Latin America:
Slow 
journalism & 
collaboration













Leveson 
inquiry



the Mirror and Mail on Sunday newspapers



Investigative Journalism as Marketing ploy

Mere sensation?

Sexual proclivities of politicians

Stings of the vain  

Footballers’ girlfriends

Imagined spies

Fake Sheikhs

Public service?

exposures of fraudsters 

violence in refugee hostels 

predatory landlords 

unsafe tumble dryers 

suicides among army recruits 









Editor Hislop explains:
Private Eye … depends on 
people in specific 
industries . . . engaging 
with us and saying if 
something’s going wrong, 
or you think something’s 
bent or something isn’t 
right, just letting us know, 
and that is how nearly 
every section of the Eye
works. . . . The reason we 
tend to get our stories 
right is because we’re told 
them by people in the 
middle of them.



Conclusion

Thank you for your 
attention, please correct my 
mistakes
谢谢关注、请多指教


