
Who owns the Internet?

Victoria Baines, IT Livery Company Professor of IT









Image: belterz



Beatrice Bazzan, Allegra Colombo, Martina Giordano, Gianluca Misto, Ludovica Piro, Irina Stosjic (2020)



Full page images are 
even better.

Telegeography.com



“you have no 
sovereignty 

where we 
gather”

John Perry 
Barlow 
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“legal concepts 
of property, 
expression, 

identity…do not 
apply to us”

John Perry 
Barlow 
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Internet Engineering Task Force (1996)

“nobody owns the Internet, there is 
no centralized control, and nobody 

can turn it off”
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“a human creation that relies 
on a combination of public and 
private sector ownership, 
operation, and protection”

Brad Smith 
(2022)





191.168.1.254

1234:abcd:5678:efab:9012:cdef:3456:abcd



Requesting Country Content Restriction Requests to 
Meta

Mexico 20,568
Germany 16,214
Argentina 9,098

Taiwan 5,646
Pakistan 5,600
Indonesia 4,038

Russia 3,099
Brazil 2,910

United Kingdom 2,645
Thailand 2,643

Data Source: transparency.fb.com 
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Harassment / bullying Grooming Scams Hacking Fraud / theft

%
“Imagine you or a member of your family were a victim of 

the following online crimes. Who would you report this to?”

The police or other government authority The platform / provider on which it happened
Both police & provider I wouldn’t report it to either
I'm not sure

1,749 UK adults, aged 18+. Fieldwork undertaken online, 8th - 9th September 2022  





Responsibility
Everyone is responsible for ensuring the 

stability of cyberspace.

Global Commission on the Stability of Cyberspace (2019)



Restraint
No state or non-state actor should take 

actions that impair the stability of 
cyberspace.

Global Commission on the Stability of Cyberspace (2019)



Requirement to Act
State or non-state actors should take 
reasonable and appropriate steps to 
ensure the stability of cyberspace.

Global Commission on the Stability of Cyberspace (2019)



Respect for Human Rights
Efforts to ensure the stability of 

cyberspace must respect human rights 
and the rule of law.

Global Commission on the Stability of Cyberspace (2019)



Responsibility
Everyone is responsible for ensuring the 

stability of cyberspace.

Global Commission on the Stability of Cyberspace (2019)







Have your say : be heard

Permalink
https://app.sli.do/event/7urr6Rnnrh2VccHy5vx5T6

Join at:

slido.com

#3093478
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