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- Paul Dal ate L |verS|ty | FuIbnght Scholar, National Library of Scotland
Gresham College London Fulbrzght Lecture | 14 March 2023

Dunkeld, George Fennell Robson, 1819 | Capital Collections, Edinburgh Libraries and Museums



Robert Southey, 1774 - 1843

Thomas Telford 1757 - 1834



Thomas Telford 1757 - 1834 Robert Southey, 1774 - 1843



Courtesy Christopher Fleet | National Library of Scotland
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1al of a Tour in Scotland, 1819, Robert Southey, Institution of Civil Engineers, London | Paul Daniel M’arriott




~ ~ 1 o
4 [ r A, INact
(. Larticle 714

Z 7
."175’[;:11@3 Ldunm Kurn( A Ln

LA . - ,.'h‘(/
i RCart
!

2 bhraensg 2/
/ =) /‘;D l/n(’ uh ad U 74 g» Lmﬁ v Va
£ 1, a<v Acdm¢e ’ / - (—0
| | Yo sla eulrance )

"N n

» P » ? C[ f‘
oV g SR O fhe oh €4 | |
'/'zw C {/’/L : 2 - 4 rhf“h)() y/
’ n K ot ﬂfv archt facf on
z f{ {lv ft:a’ e o < :
- £ f l
ﬁﬂrlu /4( JouUITn . 3 5 ; / /Al// Jr)
' ! YT cuapels TR < £

Institution of Civil Engineers, London | Paul Daniel Marriott




r"
:.3 “‘ r'-».

’ ,
) - :
.
e




—And what is fifty miles of good road?
Little more than half a day's journey.
Yes, I call it a very easy distance.

—Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen



—The times have changed in nothing more...

than the rapid conveyance of intelligence
and communication betwixt one part of
Scotland and another.

—The Heart of Midlothian, Sir Walter Scott

Scottish National Portrait Gallery
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[ had seen the vehicle thunder down the hill ...
glittering all the while by flashes from a
cloudy tabernacle of the dust which it
£ had raised, and leaving a train
behind it on the road resembling
a wreath of summer mist.

0, —Sir Walter Scott, The Heart of Midlothian
{ L.

s,

e AT
P ey
T N o st
Reoc's” 7 TEES R .
i hhdledd A" £
TR M

. Charles Cooper Henderson, 18031877

e %

e

e R,
o ) BRI N\ b=
- i n‘""§ L, Wy



Between 1750 and 1810, journey
times in Great Britain are cut between
London and major cities by two-thirds.

By 1785 daily mail coach service is
established between London and
Norwich, Liverpool and Leeds.

By 1786, daily mail coach service is
extended to Edinburgh.
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Thomas Telford 1757 - 1834 John Loudon McAdam, 1756 - 1836
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Institution of Civil Engineers, London | Paul Daniel Marriott
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I\  Tuesday, August 17.
e —Reached Edinburgh in the Carlisle Mail at % past 5 A.M.
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Princes Street with the commencement of the building of the Royal Institution, detail | Alexander Nasmyth, 1825 | National Galleries Scotland




—FEdinburgh was alive when [ entered it,

even at that early hour there was a busy
greens-market in the High Street.

\
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Alexander Nasmyth | Royal Collection Trust






[ got into Mr. Rickman s apartments at
MacGregor s Hotel, in Princes Street.

N

Princes Street with the commencement of the building of the Royal Institution, detail | Alexander Nasmyth, 1825 | National Galleries Scotland
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Learmonth & Co. Coachmakers | Kirkwood Plan and Elevation, 1819 | National Library of Scotland, Map Collection
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Learmonth & Co. Coachmakers | Kirkwood Plan and Elevation, 1819 | National Library of Scotland, Map Collection






JOHN RICKMAN, 1771 - 1840

Secretary, Commissioners for Roads
and Bridges in the Highlands
of Scotland

Scottish Highland Roads and Bridges Act
1803

(43 Geo lll c.80)
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Mr. Telford arrived in the afternoon
from Glasgow.

There is so much intelligence in his countenance,
so much frankness, kindness and hilarity about
him, flowing from the never-failing well-spring
of a happy nature, that I was upon cordial terms
with him in five minutes.




Thursday, August 19.

—The Night Mare was at MacGregor s Hotel
last night. She went to my neighbor s room,
instead of mine, for which I thank her ...




Thursday, August 19.

—The Night Mare was at MacGregor s Hotel
last night. She went to my neighbor s room,
instead of mine, for which I thank her ...

...and he awoke me with three of the most
dreadful groans I ever heard.
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The houses in Edinburgh
- the odd numbers on one
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The houses in Edinburgh

s the odd _numbers on Qﬂ?

are numbered across the street,
side, the even on the other—
- a Em—nvement arrangement

after (me has found it out.
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N ['riday, August 20.
—Rose at five, packed my trunk, inserted in my journal all the
ll ~ remaining memoranda concerning Edinburgh,

and now the Coach is at the door:

wlh

Princes Street with the commencement of the building of the Royal Institution, detail | Alexander Nasmyth, 1825 | National Galleries Scotland
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A View of Edinburgh from the West, detail, Alexander Nasmyth, c.1822 | Yale Center for British Art



A Highland Loch, Alexander Nasmyth
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Loch Awe, Alexander Nasmyth



WILLIAM GILPIN, 1724 -1804

National Portrait Gallery, London




Remarks on Forest Scenery, William Gilpin







William Gilpin
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A circuit round the lake, naturally suggests the visionary
idea of improving it.

An easy road therefore might be traced. I do not merely
mean a good carriage road,; but such a road, as might
form a pleasing line in itself; and shew the beauties

of the lake.

—William Gilpin, Observations on the Highlands of Scotland, 1789
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Landscape with Tourists at Loch Katrine, John Knox, detail | National Galleries Scotland
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Capital Collections, Edinburgh Libraries and Museums




—Near the end of this second lake e
is a small inn where carriages stop, [ caaei.
and guides are in the readiness.

; This was a farmhouse till Walter Scott 1
bmught the Trossachs and Loch Katrin into fashion...

Loch Vanachar [Venachar], Perthshire, James Skene, 1800 | Capital Collections, Edinburgh Libraries and Museums
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A;ugust 23.

appma h tp Dun’keld}mm thzs Szde IS

3. A4 as(h pzl)/;placed with
e cbb woods.rising

A view of Dunkeld Cathedral, Edward Dayes, detail | Tate
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Dunkeld, George Fennell Robson, 1819 | Capital Collections, Edinburgh Libraries and Museums
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Dunkeld, George Fennell Robson, 1819 | Capital Collections, Edinburgh Libraries and Museums
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and we arrived at Duna’ee]u.S M.
daylight failed.
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- Wednesday, August 25.

\ - —Telford’s is a happy life: everywhere
i /( ‘making|roads, é?uilding bridges, forming
i/ /»}canals, and creating harbours...
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1827

Dundee, 1821, detail | National Library of Scotland, Map Collection
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Dundee, 1821, detail | National Library of Scotland, Map Collection



—A good many persons
were assembled to see
us depart.

...and therefore was not
sorry when the coach
was in motion and we
bade adieu to “bonny

Dundee.”
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—Several booksellers’ shops,
which indeed seem to be more
numerous in Scotch than in
English towns.

National Library of Scotland, Map Collection
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—Several booksellers’ shops,
which indeed seem to be more
numerous in Scotch than in
English towns.

And here in Arbroath I saw more
prostitutes walking the streets
than would I think have been
seen in any English town of no
greater extent or population.

RAFXXRTORS
1 08t Light Sececrton Neocting Mo
2 Glasoitr Churok

3T Secossion D?

National Library of Scotland, Map Collection



Friday, August 27.

..—Old Aberdeen is about a mile ..

.. from the New City. It has something

of a collegiate character—an air of
quietness and permanence...

S
&

% 3

o —
S

/A

o

S e
N,

/._‘anﬁz.—,l‘hr.\""“:_

i s S

i ¥ ﬁ A St e
; . Bt S oy ) s :

View of Old Aberdeen, 1808, detail | Royal Collection Trust
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That road brings the traveller by a short tour to the two
short turrets at the entrance of the bridge: on this side

they are merely ornamental, on the other their weight is
necessary for the abutment. The bridge is of iron,
beautifully light, in a situation where the utility of lightness
is instantly perceived.




Stirling Castle, Alexander Nasmyth
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Traveller’s Guide to Scotland, 7t ed. 1818 | National Library of Scotland, Map Collection
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Kirkwood and Son, Travelling Map of Scotland, 1810
National Library of Scotland, Map Collection
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—The steam boat which has lately been '? .
started to ply between Glasgow and Fort William...

As many as an hundred have sometimes
landed there, to idle away more or less time,
according to their means and leisure,
% many of them landing in the morning and ' o oLaty
» returning in the evening. - 55 4

‘V'

The First Steamship on the Clyde, John Knox, 1820. Glasgow Museums



—Fort George stands on a neck of land ¢

|
From hence you look up the Firth to the

mountains on each side of the Glen of Scotland,
now noted for the Caledonian Canal.

B.s F

Fort George, 1769 | National Library of Scotland, Map Collection
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—Here we turned aszde and went four miles up the river, al@?ﬁgy
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Monday, September 6.

—Walked to Bonar Bridge to join our friends at breakfast.

Bonar Bridge, William Daniell, detail | Tate
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“As I went along the road by the side of the water,” said he,

“I could see no bridge: at last I came in sight of something like
a spider s web in the air—if this be it, thought I, it will never do!
But presently I came upon it, and oh, it is the finest thing that
ever was made by God or man!”



Tuesday, September 14.

—This day was past in Inverness in writing letters,
bringing up my journal...
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Wednesday, September 15.

—Left Inverness after breakfast ...

It rained during our halt, and continued to
rain heavily when the carriage stopt above
the Fall of Foyers.

It is not creditable to the owner of this
property, that there should be no means of

getting at the bottom of the Fall...




Monday, September 20.

—The Parallel Roads are among the most extraordinary
Objects in Europe or the world.

It would not have been possible to view this extraordinary

scene with better companions, than such a surveyor as
= . “Mr Telford ... and such a clear, quick, accurate >
scrutinizeras R. . o, oy S
. o e RSB
e

The Parallel Roads of Glenroy, Invernesshire, James Skene, 1815 | Capital Collections, Edinburgh Libraries and Museums
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Lengsth ot the Caledomian Canal o7 Tnland Navies ation .

M
Tirom the Sea Lock at Glachnacarry to Mudrtown ... 2520

¢ * From Muirtown thro Loch Doughfour toLoch Ness. 6. 55
Length of Loch Ness - SN e L LS ()
£ From the SW.end of Loch Ness to Loch Oich . 535
Length or Loch Otch........ =% SACRIR R (0
From the . W.end of. Inrh Qich to Loch lm‘ltv 2 ()'_ 5
- Length of Loch Lochy. . SHPCHaEE £ FRES L
From the $.W.end of" lnrll lnrl:v to (brparl: fra Lock.. 8
a ct Towal Length 60,37

Of the above total length 37.32 passes
through Lodhs or Lalkes; 2.7+ of “tinal being necessary 0
complete the Indund Navigation . . :
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—The pyramids would appear insignificant in such a situation,
for in them 'we should perceive only a vain attempt to view with
greater things. But here we see the powers of nature brought to
act upon a great scale, in subservience to the purposes of man...
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Wednesday, September 22. " = L ¢
—amused ourselves on the rocky shores of the = | Tt
great Linnhe Loch. Soams i L

&

[ could not have enjoyed a more lively pleasure in afz,,ofthzs
if I had been five and thirty years younger e -
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Near Balahulish [Ballachulish], Invernesshire, James Skene 1801 | Capltal Collections, Edlnburgh Libraries and Museums



Friday, September 24.

—Loch Awe was soon in sight with, with a number
of small islands, beautifully diversified with wood;
the ruins of a castle upon one. R
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Kilchurn Castle, Loch Awe, James Skene, 1815 | Capital Collections, Edinburgh Libraries and Museums
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Rest and be thankfull, Glen Crow [Glencroe], James Skene, 1815 | Capital Collections, Edinburgh Libraries and Museums
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Renfrew, John Heaviside Clark, 1824









Friday, October 1.

—Longtown. Here we left Mr Telford, who takes the mail for Edinburgh.
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Edinburgh from Cannonmills, John Knox. National Galleries of Scotland
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This parting company, after the thorough intimacy
which a long journey produces between fellow
travelers who like each other, is a melancholy thing.

A man more heartily to be liked, more worthy to be
esteemed and admired, I have never fallen in with;,
and therefore it is painful to think how little likely itis
that I shall ever see much of him again—how certam that
I shall never see so much. AR







- Paul Dal ate L |verS|ty | FuIbnght Scholar, National Library of Scotland
Gresham College London Fulbrzght Lecture | 14 March 2023

Dunkeld, George Fennell Robson, 1819 | Capital Collections, Edinburgh Libraries and Museums
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Picturesque Engineering: Telford’s Highland Road and Bridges | Gresham College, London, 14 MARCH 2023



