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New sources of
evidence 1l

Image: Martin Millett



New sources of evidence 2

Image: Cambridge Archaeological Unit



New sources of evidence 3

Image: Dominic Powlesland



Heslerton Project courtesy of Dominic Powlesland




Recent syntheses
Roman Rural Settlement
Project 2627 excavated sites:
« Great regional diversity

e Dominance of small
farms (not villas)

» Widespread nucleated
settlements (‘villages’')

An atlas of Roman rural

settlement in England

Jeremy Taylor

_ THE RURAL ECONOMY
3\\4,\\\%013 RO

THE RURAL SETTLEMENT
OF ROMAN BRITAIN

Alexander Smith, Martyn Allen, Tom Brindle.and Michael Fulford

LIFE AND DEATH IN THE
COUNTRYSIDE OF ROMAN
BRITAIN

Alexander Smith, Martyn Allen, Tom Brindle, Michael Fulford,
Lisa Lodwick angna Rohnbogner
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Broad implications

Fully exploited landscape

Population size:
e Current estimates maximumc. 2

million in 2"d century,
some estimates up to c. 4 million in 4t"
century.

Balance between different sectors:
e Rural c. 90%

e Urbanc. 6.5%
 Military c. 3.5%
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Frocester Court villa, Gloucestershire
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Image from Millett 2016




lla,

Rudston v

East Yorkshire

lan Stead

Image

:David S. Neal
& Stephen Cosh

Image



Rudston’s
Pre-Roman
landscape




Rudston’s landsca
ransformation

Images: Eleanor Maw, Martin Millett and Lacey Wallace

Round
buildings a-h

Phase 1, ¢. Iron Age—Flavian

Phase 2, . first-third century

Phase 3a, ?c. mid-late-third century

Phase 3b, ?c. mid/late-third—mid-fourth century
Mosaic locations/numbers (Neal and Cosh 2002)

Geophysical survey areas
Excavation areas

Ordnance survey map features

Cropmarks (Stoertz 1997)




Landscape
diversities:
Lowland
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Lowland
East
Yorkshire
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Transforming
understandings:
connectivity &
culture

Image: Martin Millett
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Lowland
East
Yorkshire
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Image: Helen Woodhouse & Barbara McNee
Image: Helen Woodhouse & Martin Millett




Roman roads, definite and uncer
(from OSRB, Ottaway, and Stoertz) ==

Principal Roman site
Smaller Roman site
Fort

Cawthom Signal station

North Sea

9 Gastor

Image: Lacey Wallace
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Transforming
understandings:
architectural display

Images: Martin Millett

Image: Lacey Wallace

Postholes
* 33and34

Structural details (wall stones, postholes), excavated,
demonstrated by robbing, and conjectured

Ditches, pits, excavated and observed
Ditches, conjectured

Geophysical anomalies

Area of excavation




Timber as architectural display

Lightwater, Surrey Shiptonthorpe, East Yorkshire

Building 2 Building 4
Building 3 --- LoE

Image: Eleanor Maw & G.H. Cole Image: Mark Faulkner



Transforming
understandings:
diversity

of impacts of
Empire
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