
Rabbi Dr Deborah Kahn-Harris,
Leo Baeck College

London



Great Jewish Women
Elma E. Levinger 1940 New York: Behrman’s Jewish Book House



�
� Torah ( הרות )

� Genesis
� Exodus
� Leviticus
� Numbers
� Deuteronomy

� Prophets ( םיאיבנ )
� Historical Books 

(Judges, Joshua, 1&2 
Samuel, 1&2 Kings)

� Major Prophets (Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel)

� Minor Prophets (12)
� Writings ( םיבותכ )

� Psalms, Proverbs, Job
� Megillot: Song of Songs, 

Ruth, Lamentations, 
Ecclesiastes, Esther

� Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah
� 1&2 Chronicles

Hebrew Bible ך"נת

https://www.sefaria.org/texts/Tanakh

https://www.sefaria.org/texts/Tanakh


�

 הבָ֖קֵנְוּ רכָ֥זָ וֹת֑אֹ ארָ֣בָּ םיה3ִ֖אֱ םלֶצֶ֥בְּ וֹמ֔לְצַבְּ ם֙דָאָהָֽ־תאֶ ׀ םיה3ִ֤אֱ ארָ֨בְיִּוַ
׃םתָֽאֹ ארָ֥בָּ

And God created humankind in the divine 
image,/creating it in the image of God –/creating them 

male and female.
The Contemporary Torah: A Gender-Sensitive Adaptation of the JPS Translation, pg. 2

Genesis 1: 27



Lesley Dill, Poem 
Dress for a 
Hermaphrodite, 1995. 
Gelatin silver print. 
Courtesy of the artist 
and Nohra Haime
Gallery, New York. © 
2019 Lesley Dill



Britney Spears 
onstage performing at 
the 2001 MTV Video 
Music Awards.
Credit: Scott Gries/Getty 
Images North America/Getty 
Images

הוח
Eve



Beloved (Sarah and Hagar)
Siona Benjamin
2004 
Gouache on paper, 20 × 16 in. 

רגחו הרש
Sarah and Hagar



 האלו לחר
Rachel and Leah

Rachel and Leah (© Dikla Laor)



Fresco from Dura Europos synagogue, 244–255 CE

Women of Exodus



הרופצ
Zipporah

Zipporah (© Dikla Laor)



Sefira Lightstone

םירמ
Miriam



Deborah
Impressions of Rosalie Abella

Amanta Scott
encaustic on canvas on birch 
panel

הרובד
Deborah

Rosalie Abella, Justice of the Supreme Court of 
Canada 2004 – 2021 and Holocaust Survivor



From Great Jewish Women, pg. 39

The Levite’s Concubine
The Morgan Library Picture Bible, circa 1250 C.E. 
The Pierpont Morgan Library and Museum, New York.

Women of Judges: Victims of Gender Based Violence



The Prayer of Hannah
Sara Novenson 2008

הנח
Hannah



Abigail (© Dikla Laor)

ליגבא
Abigail



הדלח
Huldah

Huldah
James C. Lewis
2014
From the series Icons of the Bible



רתסא
Esther

Tilla Crowne
2023
From The Deck of Esther
Photo from exhibition at JW3, March 
2023



Ruth and Naomi
Evelyn de Morgan, née Pickering
1887
Oil on canvas

תורו ימענ
Naomi and Ruth



Woman of Valour

A Woman of Valour, Naomi Oren-Teplow


