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Not erected upon massive indigenous bases in areas of 
declining great literate civilizations, as was true in India 
and Indonesia; they were not mere points of trade, like 
Macao or Shanghai, where ancestral cultural hinterlands 
could remain surprisingly unaffected in spite of the 
exercise of considerable European power; they were not 
“tribal” mosaics, within which European colonizers carried 
on their exploitation accompanied by some curious vision 
of the “civilizing” function, as in the Congo, or New 
Guinea; nor were they areas of intense European 
settlement, where new forms of European culture 
provided an accultural “anchor” for other newcomers, as 
in the United States or Australia. They were, in fact, the 
oldest “industrial” colonies of the West outside Europe 
[...] and fitted to European needs with peculiar intensity 
and pervasiveness.’
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